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PLAIN PATHS. 



WITHOUT CHRIST. 



"Wherefore remember . 



. . that at that time ye were tnthovt Christ,**— 
EPH.iL 11, 13. 



li 



|Y Dear Children — If you look at 
the beginning of this book in the 
New Testament, you will find these 
words, *' The Epistle of Paul the Apostle 
to the Ephesians." The meaning of that 
is — this is a letter from Paul the apostle, 
to the Church of God, which was at Ephe- 
8U8. Ephesus was a very famous city in 
Ajsia. It contained a temple, built in honour 
of Diana, who was a heathen goddess, and 
who was worshipped there. This temple 
was very beautiful, and was reckoned one of 
the seven most wonderful things in the world 
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6 WITHOUT CHBIST. 

Not many years before Paul wrote this letter 
to the Ephesians, the whole of the people in 
that city were idolaters. If you turn to Acts 
xviii. 19, 20, and xix. 1, 8-10, you will 
find an account of the way in which Chris- 
tianity was introduced among them. If you 
read also in Acts xx. 17-38, you will. find 
something more about this Church, which is 
very interesting. And lastly, if you turn 
to Eev. ii. 1-7, you will find another refer- 
ence to this same Church. And if you read 
verse 5, you will find there a threat, which 
God made against them, and which has been 
since literally fulfilled. There is no Church of 
Christ at Ephesus now. There is even no 
temple of Diana, the great goddess of the Ephe- 
sians there. There is no theatre now. Ephe- 
sus is a heap of ruins ; and patches of green 
com wave over the place where Paul preached 
unto them. 

Now, if you read the 4th and 1 2th verses 
of this second chapter, you will find that Paul 
is reminding the Ephesians of what they were. 
He says to them, "Remember that at that 
time,*' that is, before I came among you 
preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ. He is 
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WITHOUT CHBIST. 7 

speaking of what they were some years ago ; 
and he says, "Ye were without Christ." 
They were Pagans. They worshipped many 
false gods, of which the chief was Diana. 
They had never heard about Christ the Son 
of God at all; or if they had heard of him, it 
was only from the report of some person tra- 
velling through their city, who, perhaps, knew 
little more than that a wonderful man had 
appeared in Judea, who did many mighty 
works. They had, no idea of the errand on 
which he came down to our earth. They did 
not know Jehovah, the only living and true 
God, and Jesus Christ his beloved Son, whom 
he had sent to seek and to save that which 
was lost. They were ignorant of God, of 
heaven, and of hell. Every man did that 
which was right in his own eyes. They had 
turned them every one to his own way; and 
they were very wicked. They walked accord- 
ing to the course of this world, and that is 
away from God. They followed the devil, 
the prince of the power of the air. Their con- 
versation was wicked, and their deeds were as 
widced as their worda Paul says, they were 
dead in trespasses and sins. And all that 
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8 WITHOUT CHSI8T. 

waa bad in their condition, and all that was 
to be feared for the future — ^the whole sum and 
substance of their miserable estate, is gathered 
up in these two words, tuUhout Christ. And 
if you would like to see what they were no v 
become, when Paul wrote this beautiful letter 
to them, you wiU find it in the remainii^ part 
of this chapter. But, as was said, the city 
where the Ephesians dwelt is now a ruin; and 
so with them we have little to do, farther 
than taking a lesson from them and their his^ 
tory. And it all lies here, that» by natures, 
^e are all in the same state aa the Ephesians 
l^ere. By nature, we are as certainly dead in 
trespasses and sins as they weri^. By nature, 
we too are all without Christ. We come in- 
to the world without Chri&t We are content 
to be without Christ — can find happioe^ and 
peace without Christ, and, if we continue to 
live on thus, we shall die without 4C!hrist; and 
theu we shall be without him for ever aoad 
ever. 

What J want you ,to dp npw is, to read 
very carefully, try to understand, ai^4 think 
over ^me truths I am going to tdll you about 
what it is to be without Christ. I fear there. 
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WITHOUT CHBIST. 9 

are very many little girls and boys in our 
Sabbath school who are without Christ Some 
of you may think, "Oh, that is a very small 
matter, so long as we have plenty to eat and 
drink, and plenty of time to play, we do not 
icare much about that; there will be time 
enough to think about that when we come to 
be a little older/' I daresay many of you 
think just as I have said very often. But^ 
my dear children, it is not a small matter. It 
is a very great matter. It is the very greatest 
matter. There are some things you can want^ 
and yet be very happy without. You can be 
very happy without diamonds, aifd pearls, and 
precious stonea You can be quite happy, 
and yet not be dressed in purple and fine 
linen, like the rich man in the parabla But 
without Christ you cannot be truly happy. If 
you wanted money you would soon conie to 
want all thinga If you had no money you 
would soon have no credit. You would soon 
want food, and clothes, and a house to live in; 
and you would need either to beg or starve. 
Such a want it is to want Christ. Without 
him you are without spiritual food, doth* 
ing, and shelter. Without him your souls 
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10 W1TU0X7T 0HBI8T. 

have none of the bread of life^ no gar- 
ment of righteousness for a covering, no 
shelter from the wrath of God. It is not a 
light matter to be without Christ. It were 
better to be hungry every day for daily bread 
than to be without Christ It were better to 
suffer the pangs of thirst daily than to be 
without Christ. It were better to be clothed 
in rags, and suffer the cold of the frost winds, 
than to be without Christ. It were better to 
be an orphan, and wander about the streets 
begging, — ^to have no house to shelter you by 
day, and no bed to sleep in by night, and to 
be without mends to care for you, than to be 
without Christ For you could live without 
all these. You could live by begging. You 
could get scraps of food at some rich man's 
door, and could sleep, in some sort, beneath 
the shelter of a doorway, as many poor ragged 
boys and girls have to do, in this great city. 
But, without Christ, your soul cannot sleep in 
peace. Without him there is no food for the 
soul, and there is nobody to beg from. There 
is none other shelter for the soul than Christ. 
There is none that pities a child's soul but 
Christ There is none that can help but he alone. 
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WITHOUT OHBIBT. 11 

Tou will understand this better if you read 
the 18th verse of this chapter. This is what 
it says, "For, through him, we both have 
access, by one Spirit unto the Father." The 
meaning of that is. For, through Christ, both 
Jew and Qentile has the liberty of coming to 
God in prayer, by the Holy Spirit, to ask and ob' 
tain all the blessings they need. There is no way 
by which any one can come to God the Father, 
but through Christ the Son, and by God the 
Spirit. Christ himself says, "I am the way: 
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." 
God is holy. He hateth all sin. Any one in 
whom sin is cannot come to him ; and he can- 
not come to them, but to punish sin. You 
would not like to make a friend of a little boy 
who had been in prison for stealing, who tells 
lies, swears, and breaks the Sabbath day? 
Tou would feel that there is a great distance 
between him and you. And if the boy was 
very bad — if he was a murderer, you would 
feel the distance between you to be greater 
still. And the better you became, and the 
worse he became, so much the greater would 
be the distance between you. And you feel 
that there is a great distance between you 
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12 WITHOUT CBBI3T. 

and the evil spirits who are in hell Tou 
would not like to make them your bosom 
friends. And in regard to the great enemy 
of God and man, the devil, you feel that to 
love him, and tell him your thoughts, and 
make a companion of him, would be veiy ter^ 
rible. Now, how is this t What is the reason 
you cannot converse on equal terms with bad 
men on earth, and with wicked spirits in hellt 
The reason is this: you are not so bad as 
they. You have been kept by the grace of 
Gk>d from falling into such terrible deeps of 
wickedness as those into which they have fdlen. 
They love some sns, so great and terrible, that 
you turn away both from them and those who 
could love them. But you must remember, 
that the distance between Qod and you is 
very much greater than between you and the 
most wicked boy on earth, or the worst evil 
spirit in hell. You cannot love the devil be* 
cause he loves all sin, and because he hates 
God and man; you cannot love him, and yet 
you are sinful. You have a sin&l nature, 
and have committed many, very many actual 
sina Now if you^ who are a sinner, cannot 
lov0 one who is only a greater sinner than 
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WITHOUT CHBI8T. 13 

yourself— how can God who is holy, who 
never knew any sin at all, — how dask He talk 
with you, and hold fellowship with you? He 
cannot do it at all The distance between 
Qod and every sinfiil boy and glr\ that is, 
every one who is out of Christy is infinite. 
He cannoi come down to you, and you can* 
not get up to him. To be without Christ, 
therefore, is to be without God. If you are 
not in Christ you have no dealings with God. 
Touhavenc^aeeesstohim. Tou cannot come 
to him to seek for blessings. And all good is 
in him. AH peace, happiness, wisdom, grace, 
and love are in Mm. God is the maker of 
all, and all things are his. And if you do not 
get from him, there is none dse who can give 
yoa All good, all grace in time, and all glory 
in eternity, is his; and if you have no access 
to him you can get none of them. Now, this 
is literally true. It is the bare and naked 
truth, that every one, every boy and girl, who 
is without Christ is without access to Gk)d, 
and all his riches of blessing both here and here* 
after. li is as true as to say, that a blind man 
cazmot see the glorious sun shining, or that a 
deaf man cannot hearthe beautiful birds singing. 
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14 WITHOUT CHBI8T. 

But you will say, " How is it, then, that we 
have so many mercies and blessings every day} 
We have bread to eat^ we have clothes to wear, 
we have many kind friends who love us dearly, 
and care for ns very tenderly." That is very 
true. But while that is true, the other is just 
as true. You know, when a murderer is 
condemned to be hanged, his sentence is not 
executed on the day of his trial and condem- 
nation. The law allows him some days to 
prepare for death. And, during these days, 
he is well cared for. There is a room pro- 
vided for him, and all his bodily wants are 
fully supplied. And it is thus with those who 
are without Chrisi The sentence is passed. 
They are condemned to death eternal already. 
But Qod delays the execution of the sentence. 
And all they get is got because of that reason ; 
and partly also from another reason. ** The 
goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance.'' 
God waiteth to be gracious. He gives to 
everybody what is called "a day of grace," 
that is, an opportunity of coming to him 
through Christ, having their sins aU pardoned, 
and their hearts made righteous and holy. 
Or, what is a better illustration of this. You 
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know when a man is condexnned to be banished 
for a number of years as a punishment for 
stealing, or any other crime, he is well cared 
for. He has food, clothing, and lodging pro- 
vided for him. And if he behave well during 
some of the first years of his banishment, the 
remaining part of his punishment is remitted, 
and he is sent home to his friends a free man. 
Now, what ungodly men get is but food, and 
clothing, and lodging, from that Judge, under 
the sentence of whose law they are. And if 
they behave in a certain way, which God has 
made known to them in his word, their punish- 
ment is remitted to them altogether, and they 
are taken home, when they die, to their friends 
in heaven, in glory. This way is not doing, 
but heUevmg. It is not a working-plan, like 
that of the poor banished convicts ; but it is 
a believing in the Lord Jesus Christ to the 
salvation of the souL But those who do not 
80 believe are, meanwhile, under sentence of 
the law. They are condemned already ; and 
all the good they now receive is but like the 
food, clothing, and lodging of the banished 
law-breaker. All this is very sad and mourn- 
ful ; but it is all the more so that it is so very 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



16 WITHOUT CHRIST. 

trua Tou would not think, I daresay,^ when 
you look upon a merry crowd at some sport 
ot play, that the greater number of the people 
there were under sentence of death eternal 
And yet it is so; The Bible says, '''He that 
beEeveth not is condemned already ; and the 
wrath of God abideth on him," And you 
e(eldom think, I daresay, When you see a bad 
man finely dressed^ that these are the clothes 
of a condemned felon. And when you see a 
lady— *yomig, beautiful, and gay — dressed in 
silks, and adorned with many a beautiful gem, 
you seldom say to yourselves, I wonder if 
that lady is " without CJhrist f for, if she is, 
all these glittering ornaments are but a part 
of the convict's dresa 

But you win say, ftirther, " If all this be 
true, there are a great many boys and girk, 
and a great many men and womei^ as bad as 
we. We are not singular; we have many 
companions. We just do as other boys and 
girls like us do. We are no worse than the 
children of other congregations ; and if we are 
without Christ, and therefore without all bless- 
ings, others are as badly off as we.*' I grant 
all this. It is too true. I have no thought 
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WITHOUT CHBIBT. 17 

that you are worse than other boys and girls ; 
I think rather, you are better than many boys 
and girls I have ^nown« And if €k>d*s eom^ 
mandment was this, " Thou shalt be as good 
as thy neighbour ;" if that was Ood's oom- 
mandment^ I should have very great hopes of 
you ; and then I would be free from many 
anxieties, and many heart-brtoking thoughts 
in regard to you all. If God's law was, *' Let 
each boy be like all other boys/' then I would 
say, You are all veiy good ; for then you would 
be very good. But God's law is, '' Thou shalt 
loye the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.'* 
And the question is not, Are we Uke others t 
but, Are we like what God commands us to be t 
God says, Thou shalt not follow a multitude 
to do evil. And he tells us that a multitude 
will not save us, and a multitude will not pre- 
^ vent him from punishing us. Bead this verse : 
"Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and 
opened her mouth without measure ; and their 
glory, and their multitude, and their pomp» 
and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into if' 
(Isa. V. 14). Tou know there were a great 
multitude of men and women, and boys and 

B 
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girls, living in the world before the flood. 
And God warned them, by Noah, that if they 
did not flee for refuge to the ark which he 
had commanded Noah to build, the flood would 
come and destroy them alL And I daresay 
there were many that reasoned, sayihg, " Ob, 
there seems to be nobody going into the ark 
but Noah, who is building it I will just do 
as others do, and if I be drowned, there will 
be many more as bad as I." • And you know 
that when the flood did come, it found nobody 
in the ark but Noah and his family; and all 
the world, old and young, were drowned in its 
waters. You have read also about the cities 
of the plain, Sodom and Gomorrah? Well, 
there were a great many people in these two 
cities, yet God's judgment came upon them 
all, except one family, the good Lot and his 
household. So you see multitude is nothing. 
What is multitude to God when his law is 
broken? What are numbers to him when 
they defy him to his face ? The more there 
are the worse it is : the greater is the sin, 
and the greater will be the condemnation ; 
" Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall 
not be Tmpunished " (Prov. xi. 21). A great 
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WITHOUT CHRIST. 19 

many angels in heaven sinned ; but they were 
all cast down to hell, and delivered into chains 
of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment 
It will be no comfort to you at the last, if you 
are found without Christ, to know that there 
are a great many more who are without him. 
It will not make your suffering the leas that 
there are a great many who suffer as much as 
you. It will not make any light in the dark- 
ness of hell that there are many thousands 
there. It will not give any life to the second 
death to know that there are a great many 
dying around you. 

So, my dear children, you are not to heed 
the conduct of other children. They will not 
be judged for you, nor will you be judged by 
them. Every man has to answer for himself. 
Your question ought to be, " Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do f' God is our lawgiver — 
not our companiona God is our judge — not 
our neighbour. God is our king — ^not our 
brother. " What is right ? — ^what ought I to 
do, and be 1 — ^what does God demand of me % — 
what is truth V* Ask these questions, and 
not, " What do others think, and how do others 
act?" You have been in the shop of a watch- 
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maker? Ton know he gets many watches 
put into his hands to be mended when they 
are broken. When he comes to his work in 
the morning he winds them all up, and then 
he looks to see how they keep time. He finds 
some going too taai, and some going too slow. 
But how does he know this ? He has in his 
shop one very fine dock that keeps true time, 
and is regulated, every now and then, by the 
sun-dial He looks first at the watch and then 
at the dock, and if they both show the same 
time, then he says, '' This watch is going weU, 
and keeps true time, and is now ready to be 
given out to a customer." But if it does not 
show the same time as the clock, then he says, 
" This watch docs not go well ; it needs to bo 
regulated.'^ ' And so he opens it^ and shifts 
the regulator. Now if, instead of comparing 
each watch with the dock, he were to compare 
the watches with each other, what sort of time 
would his watches keep? They would all 
either go too fast or too slow. Well, it is this 
error which diildren (and grown up children 
too) commit, when they compare themselves 
with each other. None of them keeps true 
time. They all go wrong together, because 
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they compare themselves with themselves. 
There is only one dock that keeps true time 
in all this world ; and that dock is, the word 
of the living God, the Holy Scripturea This 
is truth ; and it says that ail who are without 
Christ, are without God and without hope in 
the world ; and that, if they die without Christy 
there is nothing for them hereafter but weep- 
ing, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth, time 
without end. 

Now, consider aU this seriously. If you are 
without Christ, all you now have is a curse 
and not a blessing. Out of Christ, God's curse 
is upon all things. When Adam sinned, God 
saidy " Cursed is the ground for thy sake." 
That curse yet rests upon it. It rests upon aU 
things, and upon all men, and upon all chil- 
dren, who are withovi Christ. There is not 
a doubt of {his ; Jesus saysf, " He that believeth 
on him is not condemned ; but he that be- 
lieveth not^ is condeTrmed already, because he 
hath not believed in the name of the only-be- 
gotten Son of God. He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life ; and he that be- 
lieveth not the Son shall not see life : but the 
v/rath of Qod ahideth on hvra " (John iiL 
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18^ 36). This is an awful saying ; and awful 
because it is true, the truth. It is true, let 
all men say, and think, and do what they will. 
It is the word of God that cannot lie. What 
an awful want, for a child to want Christ ! To 
want him is to be without the pardon of sin 
and peace of conscience. To want him is to 
want deliverance from the power of sin, and 
BO to remain in bondage to evil desires, to evil 
thoughts, and to evil worka To want him is 
to want a friend that sticketh closer than a 
brother. To want him is to want the favour, 
life, and love of God in the soul, and the shin- 
ing of his countenance in the heari To want 
him is to want a physician to cure the soul, 
smitten white and ghastly with the sore leprosy 
of sin. To want him is to want one to be a 
staff in the hand in the rough journey of this 
life — to want a comforter in the hour of trial 
and trouble — to want a deliverer in the hour 
of temptation — to want a friend to close* the 
eye when the shadows of death darken around 
us, and support the heart amid the throbbing 
agonies of the last sickness — ^to want a guide 
in the unknown journey from earth to the 
judgment of God, and to want one to stand 
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beside us to plead our cause when there. 
What a want, to be without Christ in life and 
death ; but^ what a want, to be without Christ, 
at the hour of judgment I He is the advo- 
cate ; if we want him, there is none to argue 
our case, none to speak a word on our behalf 
— ^to be alone thefa is awful desolation and 
loneliness. Those who want Christ then 
will begin to cry to the senseless rocks and 
the silent mountains to fall on them, and 
cover them from his presence. And all who 
are without him in life shall be without him 
at death, without him at the judgment, and 
without him to all eternity. And this is last 
of all and worst of all. Time without end is 
a weighty saying. To be without Christ, 
time without end, is the most mournful saying 
that man can utter. He is the light^— they 
shall die in eternal darkness. He is the life — 
they shall dwell for ever in the second death. 
All love is in him — ^they shall be for ever amid 
wrath and woe, hatred and anguish. He is 
the sum of all good — ^they shall never see 
good; they shall never know peace; they 
shaU never find rest; he that believeth not 
the Son shall not see Ufe. Are not these 
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awful words, xny dear children? They are 
awful words to me, as I sit here and write 
them and think of you. I can sit here and 
think of you all as I see you in chuxt^, and 
as I see you in the Sabbath schooL I can 
think of your classes ; and there comes before 
me many a fair face of a boy, and many a 
smiling face of a gentle^ modest, timid girl — 
and I say to myself, when I think of this one, 
and that, I love to look upon, " WiOumt 
Christ, and therefore without all good — 
without all grace of Qod in this world, and 
without all the gloxy of God in the world 
that ia to come/' What a mournful thought 
that IS to a pastor's heart I It makes one's 
heart feel empty and crushed, to think that 
many of my little children are witliout Christ; 
and may die soon, and find themselves with- 
out him through all eternity! Tou cannot 
tell how it makes me feel often, when think- 
ing of these thinga And what makes it all 
the sadder is, that I love you ; and I know 
that you love ma If you did not care for 
me, it would not be so hard to bear. But 
when I walk about among you in school; and 
notice, as I often do, that you are watching 
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me, and wishing that I mignt come to your 
class, and say a kind word or two ; and when 
I see your smiling feioes as I come to your 
class, and notice how glad you are to have me 
among you, this makes me love you very 
much, because we love them that love us. 
But I often stand and look over you all, and 
think, How many of these dear children are 
ivUhout C%m^ /-7-and it makes one's heart 
very sad indeed. You do not understand the 
meaning of these two words as I do. I have 
thought about ihem long and anxiously, and I 
know that I am not able to understand the 
ten-thousandth part of their meaning. It 
will never be fully known by any one till it 
is too late to be remedied. So what I want 
you to do is, to think seriously over them, 
and ask yourself this question, Am I without 
Christ ? If you are, you will easily know by 
this maxk — ^you do not care much to hear 
about Christ — ^youdo not love him in your 
heart — ^you will not care much for praying 
earnestly to him — ^for reading hia word — 
for hearing sermons about him. And you 
will know by this mark: if you are without 
Christ the world and the pleasures of it will 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



24 WITHOUT CHBIST. 

have the place in yoiir heart which Christ 
ought to have. What do you think most 
about when you say, "I wish I had this 
thing and that; I wish I were this and that?" 
What is it? What do you wish for most 
frequently? What do you desire oftenest? 
If you are without Christ, it will be some 
earthly good, or some worldly joy; it will be 
something you can see, or one of the things 
which is^ within the boundary of this world. 
And you will know by this other mark : if 
you are without Christ you will be content 
to be as other children — ^you will be satisfied 
with yourself — ^you will think you are no 
worse than your neighbours, and you will get 
on well enough some way — ^you will have no 
earnest desire to have a heart free from sinful 
wishes, and sinful thoughts, and sinful ima- 
ginations. Tour teacher will tell you some 
day, if you ask, what this saying of Christ 
means: "If I wash thee not, thou hast no 
part with me." 

And now, my dear children, do not say, 
" It will be time enough to think seriously on 
these things when we get a little older.'' 
This is one of the cheats and lies of Satan. 
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I cannot tell how many children he has snared, 
like poor, fluttering birds, in that net You 
never heard an aged Christian give that 
advice to a child. Aged sinners often do; 
but aged Christians know better. They say, 
If I had known what I know now, I would 
have served the Lord from my youth up. I 
suppose you would hardly believe that most 
of the troubles I now have, arise from weeds 
springing up in my heart which were planted 
when I was a boy? Most old people com- 
plain very bitterly of the sins of their youth. 
Youth is the time for laying the foundation of 
bad habits or good. If we give to God the 
dew of our youth, he will assuredly give us 
in return for it the ripe fruit of holiness in 
our old age. If you saw a creeping plant 
that had lost its hold of the prop that bears 
it up, and was lying on the ground, creeping 
roTUid lumps of earth for support, the rain 
fiedling upon it» washing up the dirt on its 
leaves, the wind shaking and tossing it to and 
fro, loosening its roots and rubbing off its 
bark — ^you would not say, " Poor flower, we 
will tie you up to a fresh prop when you are 
a little older.*' You would not say that; you 
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vovld know better* You would know that 
if it was not tied up speedily it would wither 
and dia Or if it did live, it would be twisted, 
and shapeless^ and ugly. It would never be 
so beautiful and full of fair flowers, as another 
creeping plant that had been carefully trained 
round its pole from the greenness of its youth. 
So, there is no time like the time of youth 
for training the soul to twine and creep round 
Christ. You will then be lovely in youth — 
you shall still bring forth fruit in old age — 
you shall be fat and flourishing. Oh, how 
many troubles you will be free from in man- 
hood, if you give yourself to Christ in your 
youth ! There are many beautiful promises 
in the Bible addressed to childrea There 
ia much hope for you, for Jesus loveth 
children. I sometimes wish I were a child 
again, that I might come under the dew of 
the special blessing to children. To you 
there ia a dear way and an open door to flee 
to Jesus. Even the devil, with all his wiles, 
cannot darken your road. '' Suffer little chil'* 
dren to come unto me, and forbid them nof 
Oh, if I were you, would I not arm myself 
with this promise, and run to him I If any 
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one criesy Stop! — ^if father or mother, sister or 
brother, says "Stop!** answer yon, "Forbid 
them not:" "I am a little child mnning to 
Jesns for shelter from the coming wrat|i. Oh, 
sorely your heart is very hard if it wonld 
seek to hinder me.'' But you say, " How can 
I run to him? where is he to be found?** 
He is everywhere a little child can be. Jesus 
is perfect man, and is in heaven in his human 
nature. But he is also God over all, blessed 
for ever, and so he is nigh thee. He reads 
all your thoughts, and hears all your words. 
If you but think of him he knows it, and 
loves to see a little child thinking of him. 
So go now, and take your Bible, and open it 
at the text I spoke of, " Suffer little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not ;" and 
with earnest heart say, "O Jesus, blessed 
Jesus, thqu hast warned others not to hinder 
a little child from coming to thee, and surely 
thou canst not hinder me thyself Thou hast 
invited me, a little child, to come to thee, 
And now I come. Give me the power of 
thine own Holy Spirit to unite my heart to 
thee for ever. I am a very ignorant child, 
and do not know how to plead with thee. 
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But do thou teach me thyself I am very 
weak. I love sin. I live in a world that is 
full of sin, and I am daily carried away by 
it. I am like to be lost I am like a weed 
drifted of the great and mighty waves. Do 
thou save me, else I perish. I am afraid to 
live without thee. I am afraid to die with- 
out thee. And I cannot spend eternity without 
thee. I want to love thee. I want to be 
thy little child. I want to be one of the 
lambs of thy flock. Oh, sweet gentle Shep- 
herd, take me up in thine arms, for I am very 
weary. I am afruid ; for look at mine enemies. 
The roaring lion, the devil, thy strong enemy 
-^he is against me. And sin, the mother of 
death, deceitful sin, is against me, a little 
child. And daily I am in the company of 
little boys and girls who know not thee, and 
who lead my careless heart away frt>m thee. 
If thou help me not, I am helpless, and must 
die eternally, and be carried away from thee 
to the dark despair of hell. blessed Jesus, 
thou hast a tender heart, I know — ^thou art 
full of pity — thou art very gentle — ^thou 
knowest how to deal with a little one like 
ma O say I am thine. Take me to be thy 
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little child. Love me. Wash away all my 
sins in thine own precious blood. Give me 
peace of conscience and purity of heart, and I 
will bless and praise thee for ever and ever." 

I do not mean that you should always pray 
in these very words; but say words to that 
effect. Seek to be taught of God how to 
pray; and God himself, by his Spirit, will put 
words in your mouth and thoughts in your 
heart True prayer comes from the heart, 
not fit)m the mouth merely. God answers 
the heart, not the mouth. See, here are some 
words which were put into the mouth of an 
old man — one of the Scottish covenanters. I 
often think they are very suitable words for 
a little child, — 

" JestisI blesaed Jeans! I am poor, and frail, and weak; 
Let me not utter of mine own, for idle words I speak; 
But give me grace to wrestle now, and prompt my faltering tongue, 
And breathe tby name into my soul, and so I sliflJl be strong? " 

But remember, you are not to pray once 
only and then give over. You are to con- 
tinue praying. All day long you are, every 
now and then, as you find time, to lift up 
your heart to God. When you are walking 
home from school be musing about Jesus. 
Try to keep him in your heart always, and 
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to feel that when he is away you are lonely, 
vrUhotU Christ. And now, dear children, I 
must come to a dose. I hope and pray that 
this little book may be the means, in QoA'h 
hand, of bringing many of you to Jesus. Oh, 
what a blessing to be with Christy and not 
vrUJumt hvm! To live with him, to die with 
him, and to be for ever with him, in eternal 
gloiy. Father, I will that they also whom 
thou hast given me, — ^little children and all, — 
be with me where I am, that they may behold 
my glory which thou hast given me; for thou 
lovedst me before the foundation of the world. 
May there be many of my little children there ; 
and may I myself be there, to behold his 
glory; and then, children dear, we will edng 
together, with the perfection of heaven's own 
melody, the praises of Jesus to all eternity — 
time without end. Amen. 
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*Bat now, in Christ Jesni, ye vrho sometimes were fiur off, are made nigh 
by the blood of Christ**— Eph. VL 18. 

|Y Dear Children — ^In the last ad- 
dress, I showed you the sad condi- 
tion a little child is in who is with- 
out Christ. It is a sad condition. You pity 
a blind man who does not behold the beau- 
tiful sun, nor the fair flowers in the green> 
summer ; but he who is without Christ walk- 
eth in darkness ; he goes he knows not whither, 
and stumbles at he knows not what. Christ 
is the light of the worid. He that foUoweth 
him shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life. To be without Christ is to be 
without hope, and without God in the world. 

In the verse I have quoted at the top of, 
this page, Paul says, that when the Ephe- 
sians were without Christ they were fer off. 
Every child who reads this book, and who is 
without Christ, is far off too, even as these 
c 
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Ephesians were. He is far from God ; for God 
ia holy, and cannot come near, in love, to a 
sinful child. He is far from God's love, far 
from his grace, and £ax from his favour. He 
is far from all the good gifts that God bestows 
on hifl children, — ^peace of conscience, purity 
of heart, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

But Paul says of these Ephesians, that 
though they were once afar off, they are now 
made nigh to God by the blood of Christ. 
He says that they are no more strangers and 
foreigners, but fellow-dtizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God. And the reason 
of this difference is, that then they were with- 
out Christ ; but now they are in Christ Jesus. 
When they were without Christ they were 
without hope, and without Gk)d in the world. 
When they are in Christ Jesus they are made 
nigh ; they belong to God's household. Now, 
what I mean to do is, to try and show you what 
it is to be in Christ JesuSr I have already 
tried to show you the meaning of being with- 
out Christ, now I am to try to make you 
imderstand the meaning of being in Christ 
Jesus. And it may be the simplest way, to 
begin by showing you what it is not. 
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1. It is not being baptized in the name of 
Christ There are a great many children who 
are baptized in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, who grow up without 
Christ, live without Christ, die without Christ, 
and spend all eternity in hell without Christ. 

No doubt there are some children who are 
separated to God from their mother's womb. 
Such a child was Samuel, and such another 
was Timothy. But there are not many such. 
It would be very near the truth to say, that 
all children grow up in sin, speaking lies from 
their youth. And those who are converted to 
God, generally undergo this change of heart 
about the age of most of those to whom I am 
writing. Some are converted when they are 
young men and women] and some are converted 
in the prime of life ; and some, though few, 
even in old age. But the best and the most 
hopeful time is, with you, 7ww, to-day ; for 
" now is the accepted time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation." So you are not to think 
that you are in Christ Jesus because you hav6 
been baptized in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

2. It is not knowing about Christ Jesus. 
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Thia is a part of it ; but it is only a veiy small 
part of it You may know the way to a 
place, and yet may never travel that way. 
Many know the way to Buckingham Palace ; 
but that is a very different thing from dwell- 
ing there, or being the Queen's son. And it 
is not more different than knowing about 
Christ, and being in Christ 

Many of you know a good deal about Christ. 
You know that he was the eternal Son of 
God ; that he became man, was bom in Beth- 
lehem, lived in Judea, and died on the cross 
on Calvary. And you know many of the 
parables he spoke, and the miracles he wrought 
And you all know how much he loved chil- 
dren, and what he said, and what he did, to 
them. And you know that he is now in 
heaven, on the throne of God, and at his right 
hand ; and that he will come again in the 
clouds of heaven, with all the holy angels of 
God, to judge the world in righteousness. 

And you know that he receiveth sinners, 
pardoneth their sin, purifies their heart, and 
when they die, takes them up to heaven be- 
side himself to behold his glory, and be eter- 
nally blessed with all his saints. All this you 
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know, and perhaps much more than all this ; 
and that is well ; but if that is all, — ^if you 
only know these things, and yet live, think, 
and feel, like other children around you, it is 
nothing. It had as well never have been. 
Or, perhaps, it had been even better that you 
had never known these things at all ; for 
Christ himself said to some who knew about 
him, and yet did not the things which he com- 
manded, " It shall be more tolerable for Sodom 
und Gomorrah in the day of judgment than 
for you.'* 

It is not enough, then, that you know about 
Christ. Judas knew him vefy welL He saw 
all his miracles, and heard all his parables, and 
yet he betrayed his master for thirty pieces 
of silver, hanged himself in despair, and went 
to his own place. 

3. Being called a Christian is not being 
in Christ. There are a great many who bear 
the name of Christian, and yet are little better 
than the heathen. Many will stand without * 
at the gate of heaven knocking and saying, 
" Lord, Lord, open unto ua" And he shall 
answer and say imto them, "I know not whence 
ye are/' Then shall they begin to say, "We 
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have eaten and drunk in thy presence^ and 
thou hast taught in our streets/' But he shall 
say, " I tell you, I know you not whence ye 
are : depart from me all ye workers of ini- 
quity." These are his own words. He said 
all that when he dwelt among us. He tells 
us what shall be hereafter. There will be 
many, who were called Christians, who will 
jstand without, knocking at the shut gate of 
heaven. They will think they have a right 
to be admitted, because, on earth, they bore 
the name of Christ, did many things which he 
commanded, and listened to the teaching of 
his ministers ; but he shall say, "Depart. Get 
you gone to the place of woe, where shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teetL" 

There may be many Sabbath-school children 
standing outside that gate, when it is shut in 
their faca There may be many little hands 
stretched out trembling to knock. There may 
be many feeble voices of children saying, 
"Lord, Lord, open unto us. We heard of 
thee in the Sabbath school ; we read about 
thee ; we were called by thy name. Our 
teachers told us many things about thee. Our 
minister often preached to us about thee. We 
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learned many of thy sayings out of thy holy 
book. We^ sang hymns about thee every 
Sabbath day. We thought we were thy chil- 
dren." But he shall say, " I tell you, I know 
you not whence ye are : depart from me, all ye 
workers of iniquity." 

It may be that some of the little eyes, now 
reading this page, shall see the outside of the 
shut gate of heaven. It may be that some of 
the little hands, now holding this book, shall 
be stretched out to knock at that gate in the 
last day. It may be that thy little hand shall 
never grow much larger. Death may grasp 
thy fingers in his cold hand, and make them 
stiff It may be that thy little eyes shall grow 
dim in the mists of death ere they have looked 
much longer on this beautiful world. And, 
if thou art not in Christ Jesus, thou shalt never 
enter within the gates of heaven. Thou shalt 
have thy portion in the lake that bumeth with 
fire and brimstone, for ever and ever. 

Is it not terrible to think that all that 
should be even possible ? Is it not a terrible 
thought, that some one whom we have known 
and loved may be speedily in this sad case ? 
The way to make sure that it never can be 
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possible of any one of us, is to make sure that 
we ai© in Christ Jesus. For there is no con- 
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus. 
It shall never be said to them, " Depart ;" but 
to them it shall be said,'^Come, ye blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world." 

Now that I have shown you what it is not, 
I must next show you what it is to he ia 
Christ Jesu& And it is dear, first of aU, that 
no child is bom in Christ Jesus. " Behold, I 
was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my 
mother conceive me." When we grow up, we 
do not grow nearer, but further from Christ. 
We grow up in the state in which we were 
bom, and walk according to the course of this 
world. 

If we are in Christ Jesus we must have 
been changed, at some time, fi^m what we 
were. It must have had a beginning. Some- 
times, I know, it comes gradually; sometimes 
it comes as the morning's light faUs upon the 
earth. First there was the darkness of the 
stiU night ; then there was a pale grey on the 
cold clouds in the eaat ; then a white streak, 
faint and dim, appeared here and there ; then 
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the white deepened ; then a red tinge showed 
itself around the edges of the white ; then the 
form of the clouds became visible ; then red 
bars of light crossed the eastern sky ; then 
the chirp of the wakening birds was heard ; 
then it seemed as if a fire were kindled behind 
one of the hills ; then the glowing edge of the 
sun, burnished bright, rose slowly above the 
horizon, tiU the whole round mass shone bright 
and dear, and filled the earth with floods of 
golden light. And then you felt that morn- 
ing had fairly begun at last. But the process 
was slow and gradual. You could not mark out 
one distinct line and say, Here night ended 
and morning began. 

So it is sometimes with getting out of the 
habits of nature into the grace of Christ 
Sometimes children grow in a distaste for sin, 
and grow in a love for all that is good and 
holy. One sin is left off after another, and 
Christ grows to be more and more lovely to 
the young heart, till at last it can say, " He 
is all my salvation and all my desire." And 
then you have no doubt of such an one that 
he is in Christ Jesus. You see it in his face. 
You can tell it by his manners, habits, con- 
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versation, and desires ; you can tell it by the 
company he keeps, and by the friends whom 
he loves. 

But you could not say it began precisely at 
such a time. You could not point out the day 
when you first noticed the change. It came 
gradually upon you. And you see it only very 
distinctly marked, by comparing what he is 
now with what he was long ago. There are 
many such cases as this. But, in my opinion, 
they are the exception and not the rule. There 
are many who are in Christ Jesus who came 
in that way. But there are many more who 
come in a diflferent way from that. 

With most it comes thus. Firsts they 
are taught of God to see that sin is a 
very bad and hurtful thing. They are taught 
that sin is dishonouring to God ; that it 
grieves and vexes his Holy Spirit; that it 
crucified the Lord Jesus Christ, and put him 
to shame and spitting; that it is a very 
naughty heart that can love what God hates, 
and do what God forbids ; and that, if persisted 
in, sin grows to be a habit in the heart, which 
will inevitably sink it down to the lowest hell, 
as lead sinks in the Dtiighty waters. They are 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



IN CHRIST JESUS. 43 

taught to know, that sin is not less hateful to 
God and ruinous to their soul because there 
are a great many who commit and practise it. 
They are brought to see that a young heart 
may be a very wicked heart; that a little heart 
may hold great sins; that sin is just aa hate- 
ful in the heart of a young child, as it is in 
the heart of an old and grey-haired man; and 
that it is a very deceitful thing, too strong and 
cunning for a child to be able to root it out 
without the help of that One who is mighty 
to save. 

Often, too, they are made to see how bitter 
a thing it is to have God as their enemy. 
They are taught to feel that it is an empty 
heart which has none of the love of Christ in 
it. They are afraid to think of death. The 
great white throne looks very terrible in the 
dim distance of the fast-coming eternity. They 
think of hell — what it is to be cast away from 
the presence of God, and from the light, love, 
and praises of heaven, and shut up in a dark 
and loathsome pit, among thieves and mur- 
derers, drunkards and liars. The thought of 
a little child dwelling among this godless crew 
in this dark pit, lightened only by the eternal 
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fire of God's wrath and curse, is very awful 
They feel it to be so. 

And sometimes a little child in its bed, in 
the still midnight hour, taught of the Spirit 
of Ood, lies and thinks of these things, till it 
is afraid to sleep, out of Christ. And good 
thoughts of heaven, and its holiness and hap- 
piness, are brought before the mind by the 
Spirit of God. Visions of glory with Jesus 
are presented. The child thinks of the beauti- 
ful angels who never sinned, clad* in flowing 
robes of snowy whiteness, with crowns of yel- 
low gold gleaming on their heads, and harps 
in their hands, from which ever sounds forth 
the voice of joy and praise night and day. 

Thoughts of Jesus come fast and pleasant. 
That meek and gentle face that was crowned 
with thorns, spit upon, and rudely mocked by 
the godless crew at Jerusalem ! It is now in 
heaven, bright with a crown of glory. His 
eyes are now as a flame of fire. His voice 
was always sweet, but^ it is now sweet as 
the sound of many waters. He is the centre 
of the whole host of heaven, the joy of angels, 
the glory of the redeemed. He thinks of that 
Saviour, the eternal Son of Gbd in our nature, 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



IN CHBIST JBSUS. 45 

with a heart full of love for a little child He 
thinks of him as the Lamb in the midst of the 
throne, surrounded by the 'great multitude 
whom no man can number. He thinks of 
him as the invisible God whose eyes -are in 
every place, beholding the evil and the good. 

And then he thinks of that very Jesus who 
was bom in Bethlehem, and crucified on Cal- 
vary, as being present with him now. He 
believes in his Godhead. He knows that he 
is present to his heart He feels that every 
one of these thoughts of his is open to the 
knowledge of this same Jesus. 

And he prays. He seeks earnestly that 
Jesus would come and take possession of his 
heart ; that he would dwell in it, destroy all 
the sin that is in it, and take it to be his own 
heart to dwell in for ever and ever. 

He confesses his sin. He says that he has 
been very wicked; that he has indulged many 
evil thoughts, and formed many unholy desires. 
He acknowledges that he has seldom thought 
of God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent. 
He prays earnestly that the blood of the 
Saviour might be applied to wash away all 
his sins. He sets his heart firmly on Christ. 
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He says to himself, I will be the servant of 
God all the days of my life; I will try to love 
this Savioar, who so loved me that he died for 
me. He tries to give himself wholly to 
Christ, and seeks his strength and grace to 
uphold and guide him in the good and narrow 
way. 

All this while the Lord Jesus has been 
looking on very lovingly. His eyes have 
been fixed on that child's heart full of pity 
and compassion. He sends down his Holy 
Spirit to strengthen, cleanse, and purify it. 
He takes up the child's little prayer, and, in 
his own beautiful words and winning way, pre- 
sents it to his Father. 

The Father hears and receives it very 
graciously. He pardons all the past sins ; he 
looks with £a.vour on this young heart thus 
brought in, and made a member of his family. 
He regards him as righteous on account of the 
righteousness of his Son, and he adopts him 
into the number of his children, and gives his 
angels charge concerning him to keep him in 
all his ways. 

And the effect of all this is soon visible^ 
There begins to be seen fruit in the life, walk, 
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and work. The word of Ggd is read more 
frequently, earnestly, and lovingly. A great 
many passages, that before seemed to have no 
meaning, are now dear and intelligible. A 
new interest is felt in the public worship of 
God. The praises are joined in heartily and 
lovingly. The prayer is not only listened to, 
but is taken up and prayed earnestly by the 
eager listener. The sermon becomes a delight, 
and is no longer a weariness. It is not all 
understood. Sometimes the minister uses hard 
words which the child does not understand. 
Sometimes, too, he is preaching to old people, 
and reasons and argues, and the youthful 
listener cannot follow all he says. But he 
hears good texts quoted, which he knows and 
loves. He hears, every now and then, a pas- 
sage about Christ which is very clear and in- 
telligible ; and so he is thankful and content ; 
and when he returns, he asks mamma, or papa, 
about it, who explains to him all he wants to 
know. 

And then, at eventide, there is the short 
meditation and the prayer. He thinks over all 
the sins of the day, comes and kneels down 
by his bedside, and believing that Jesus is be- 
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fore him, with his ear close and near, he tells 
all the ill he has done since morning. 

Then he says, " How very sinful and wrong 
it was in me to do that! Against thee, thee 
only, have I sinned and done this evil in thy 
sight." And then he prays earnestly for par- 
don, and seeks grace to strengthen him so 
that he may never again commit these sins. 

Then come thanksgivings. He says how 
very thankful he is for all the mercies of the 
day; for parents, friends, and minister. He 
gives thanks for all the good things which he 
remembers to have received. Everything that 
made his heart warm and happy calls forth a 
note of thankful praise. 

And then he seeks protection for the night. 
He says, " I will both lay me down in peace 
and sleep ; 'for thou, Lord, only makest me 
dwell in safety." And then he says, Amen, in 
the sure and certain confidence that his prayer 
is heard and will be answered ; and when the 
little head J'ests on the pillow, the heart is 
very still, glad, and peaceful He thinks of 
Jesus — ^how much he did for him, and what a 
great and good Saviour he is. He thinks of 
him in heaven — how happy he shall be when 
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be dies, to behold his glory ; to dwell for ever 
with him; to go no more out. He thinks 
of the angels again, with their golden harps 
and silken wings. He tbioks of the pure 
brightness of that holy place, where he shall 
never need to weep because of sin; where 
his head shall throb no more with weary 
pain; and where night and darkness never 
come. 

And he thinks thus, till the whole spreads out 
as light around him, and with angels floating- 
to and fro over him, all gets confused, and he 
falls asleep in peace. And the morning comes, 
and God, who has watched over him during 
the night, wakens his eye and raises him 
up. He thinks of his goodness. He 
prays for God's presence to be with him all 
the day long. He seeks strength to enable 
him to resist all temptation. He tries to fix 
his heart on God. He thinks of all the motives 
be has to impel him to the discharge of his 
daily duties. And he goes forth with a dean 
cjonscience, a pure heart, and a beaming coun- 
tenance. 

When he is tempted to sin he says. How 
can I do this great evil and sin against God 1 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



50 IK GHSIST JESUS. 

He looks up and prays, " Turn away mine eyes 
from beholding vanity ; and quicken thou me 
in thy way/' He seeks to do the will of God 
— ^to avoid anger, malice, and envy. He tries 
to be like Christ in all things. And, for this 
purpose he reads much in the word, to know 
what Christ said and did. He often thinks 
about him, and when he thinks about him he 
feels his heart grow warm and glad. 

When he sees others sin he is grieved, and 
says something to them about its eviL He 
tries to induce other children to come to Jesus 
and be one of his happy family. He strives 
to keep all the commandments of God, and 
so, the peace of God which passeth understand- 
ing fills his heart and mind. 

When he sins he repents and confesses it, 
prays for pardon, and seeks the strength of 
God to keep him &om fisdling into such sins 
again. And thus, like the child Jesus, he in- 
creases in wisdom and stature, and in favour 
with God and man. 

Now, to be thus is to be in Christ Jesus ; 
and if a child is thus in him, then is Christ 
Jesus in that child the hope of glory. And 
it is a blessed thing to be in Christ Jesus ; for 
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if any man be in Christ Jesus he is a new 
creature. Godliness has the promise of the 
life that now is^ as well as that also which is 
to coma I may show you one or two of the 
advantages of this condition. 

1. Your sin is all pardoned. God hides 
his fitce £rom it. He remembers it no more 
against you. It will not be brought forth 
against you at the day of judgment. If you 
are in Christ, your sin was punished in him 
when he hung on the cross of Calvaiy. 

2. You are accounted righteous in the 
sight of God. I cannot enter fully upon this, 
because I am not sure that I could make you 
understand it clearly in so short a space as 
that which now remains to me. But you may 
take my word for it that it means this, that 
God regards and treats you just as if you had 
done all that Christ did. He considers you 
to be as righteous as Christ was. All the 
obedience of Christ was intended for others, 
and not for himself; and, if you are in him, 
his righteousness is yours. Your sin is his, 
and he died for it ; his righteousness is yours, 
and you live by it. And is not that very 
good, and very glorious, to be loved by God 
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the Father as fervently as if you had always 
fully obeyed all his law? This is only got in 
Christ Jesus. 

3. All the promises in the Bible are made 
to you, and are sure to you, if you are in Christ 
Jesus ; for, in him, they are all yea and Amen. 
The Bible is full of them. Never such trea- 
sures of wealth as the promises of the Bible. 
Tou cannot read a page but you will find two 
or three, and each more fiill and beautiful than 
the other. They are like flowers in a garden ; 
thick and glorious as the stars in the blue sky 
for multitude. And if you are in Christ they 
are all yours. You can read them, and say 
to yourself That is my God speaking to me. 
You can read and read till you find one of the 
sweetest, and most fit for your own self, and 
can go and seek it, and God will make it good 
to you. 

4. When you come to die you will die 
in peace. Whether you die young, or in a 
good old age, you will die in Christ, and your 
latter end shall be peace. All the troubles 
you shall have on your death-bed will be 
troubles of body. Your conscience will not 
trouble you. Your heart will rest id Christ. 
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About and around you will be the everlasting 
arms. The Good Shepherd will lead and guide 
you carefully along every footstep of the jour- 
ney through the dark valley. And when you 
close your eyes on your earthly friends, weep- 
ing around your bed-side, you shall open them 
on the Friend of sinners, — Jesus the Son of 
God, the light of heaven, and the glory of 
eternity. 

5. Heaven will be your everlasting home. 
Eternity will pass over you, happy in the full 
enjojonent of God's glory. You shall dwell 
with all the bright angels, with aU the saints 
of God. You shall see Abraham, David, and 
Solomon, Samuel, the good king Josiah, Elijah, 
and all the prophets. You shall see Peter and 
Paul, and all the apostles. You shall see John, 
the beloved disciple, and Timothy, and all the 
other disciples of the Lord Jesus. You shall see 
all the godly ministers and Sabbath-school 
teachers of all the world. And many scholars, 
too, from many schools in England, Scotland, 
and the wide, wide world. You shall see all 
the good missionaries, and all their children, 
some jfrom Greenland's icy mountains, and 
some from India's coral strand. You shall see 
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them from the east and from the west, from 
the north and from the south, ten thousand 
times ten thousand, and thousand thousands. 

And when you are added to the number, 
you shall be welcomed with such a joyous 
shout as earth never heard, and child's heart 
never conceived. You shall see Jesus himself ; 
you shall be near him. You shall see him 
worshipped by all the bright host of heaven, 
and hear the voice of their song rising in such 
a swell of glorious melody as heaven only 
hears. You shall look in his eyes, see the 
mark of the nails in his hands and feet, and 
behold the place where the soldier pierced him 
with the spear. 

You shall know that this glory never can 
pass away, and feel secure within those ever- 
lasting walls. No sin comes there. And 
there shall be no night there ; and they need 
no candle, neither light of the sun, for the 
Lord God giveth them light: and they shall 
reign for ever and ever. And the days of 
their mourning shall be ended. And one 
thing more you shall see afar off. You shaU 
see the smoke of the torment of the wicked 
ascending for ever and ever. And because you 
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ai*e safe for ever you shall feel a thrill of joy 
and gladness, gratitude and praise, to Him that 
loved you, and washed you from your sins in 
his own blood ; and hath made you a king and 
priest to our God 

And now, what say you ? You would like 
to be there? So would I. I hope I shall be 
there one day, and I wish earnestly you were 
all with me. And then right gladly would I 
say. Behold, here am I, and the children 
whom thou hast given me. 

But you cannot be with Christ there un- 
less you be with Christ here. You cannot die 
in Christ unless you live in Christ ; you can- 
not spend eternity with Christ unless you 
spend your portion of time with Christ 
There is no change after death. He that is 
filthy, let him be filthy still ; and he that is 
holy, let him be holy stUI. 

But do you say, "I cannot do all these 
things, and think all these thoughts about 
which you have been writing ?*' I know that 
very well. A clean thing cannot come out of 
an unclean. You cannot do it; but Christ is 
able and willing to make you do it. When you 
come near to Christ you come as a sinner. But 
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wbeu yoa dome, or are brought^ then he lays his 
hands on your head and blesses you« By the 
grace of God I am what I am. I can do all 
things through Christ who strengtheneth me. 
Come to him. Think about him; say, 
" Blessed Lord Jesus, who lovest children, here 
am I, a little child, coming to thea I am 
speaking, because I know that thou art the 
everywhere-present God, and hearest what I 
say. I am thinking, because I know that 
thou searchest the heart and knowest what. I 
think. I am thinking that thou mayest see 
it and know it. I know that thou art be-» 
holding all my thoughts and hearing all my 
words. I am sure thou receivest little chil- 
dren who come to thee. I know thou hast a 
very gentle and a very loving heart I know 
thou pitiest me, and thine eye is now looking 
on my heart filled with compassion, and mercy, 
and kindness. I want thee to be my Saviour. 
I want thee to pardon all my wicked sins, 
and to cover me with the skirt of thine own 
garment. I want thee to love me — ^to lay 
thy pierced hand on my head and bless ma 
I want thee to give me a true heart full of 
love to thee. I want thee to give me thy 
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Holy Spirit, to keep temptation, and every 
evil word and work far away from me. I 
ivant thy Spirit to guide me through life, 
through its sin, through its temptations and 
deceitfulness. I want to be in thee. I want 
to lay my little head on thy loving breast, and 
say, "My own good, blessed, holy Saviour, 
thou wast once a little child thyself, and thou 
knowest how foolish the heart of a child is. 
But thou dost not know, as I know, sin — ^that 
evil and bitter thing; it never was in thee. 
Oh, deliver me from it ! Take it out of my 
heart, and put thine own good words, thine 
own holy thoughts, thine own pure desires, in 
its place. Create in me a clean heart, and re- 
new a right spirit within me. Keep me from 
forgetting thee ; dwell in my heart. Be with 
me in the house and by the way ; and make 
me like thine own child Samuel, who feared 
the Lord from his youth. Do all this for 
ibine own name's sake, and I will praise thee 
while I live, will die in thee, and throughout 
ilU eternity wiU raise my feeble voice with a 
glad heart to the praise of the glory of thy 
grace.*' 

Now if you go to Christ with words and 
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thoughts like these, and offer them in faith 
and love, I am sure he will hear, and answer, 
and bless you. He will keep you in all your 
waya He will enable you to withstand 
temptation. He will be wisdom to you, and 
will lead you in a right way. And, at last, he 
will conduct fow to his own heavenly mansions 
of glory, where you shall rest in peace with 
him for ever and ever. Whatever you do, do 
not delay. Be up and doing. You know 
not how few days you have. To-morrow may 
be your last day. This day is not all yours. 
Now only is yours. And therefore the Bible 
says, " Now is the accepted time : behold now 
is the day of salvation." Now is the accepted 
time ; it is the time Gk>d accepts. Do you 
accept it also ? Flee to the out-spread arms 
of the seeking Saviour, and he will in no wise 
cast you Out. 

Now farewell. May the God of all grace 
bless you, and keep you, and cause the light 
of his own countenance to shine upon you. 
Amen, and Amen. 
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"And Jesiu said unto them, I am the bread of life." — John vL 85. 

|Y Deab Children — If you will turn 
to the sixth chapter of John's Gospel, 
you will find an account of a conver- 
sation between the Lord Jesus Christ and cer- 
tain Jewa One of the things the Jews said 
to him was, " Our fathers did eat manna in 
the desert." The answer which he gives is, " I 
am that bread of life." And what he' means 
by that is, that the manna, which their fathers 
did eat in the desert, was a type of him. 

There were a great many types of Christ 
before he himself came. One of these types 
was the lamb. You know he is called " the 
Lamb of God," for this reason. He was like 
a lamb, as white, innocent, gentle, and patient. 
The books of Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers, 
contain a great many types of him, each of 
them telling something about Him who is al- 
together lovely. 
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The manna which fell in the wilderness was 
a type of Christ And it is about this manna 
that I am to tell you, and to try and show you 
some of the things it may teach ns about TTim 
who is the true bread that cometh down from God. 

I daresay you have often read about the 
children of Israel. You remember the ten 
plagues which Ood sent upon Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians ; and how God's chosen people left 
Egypt, six hundred thousand men, besides 
children ; how the Lord divided the Red Sea, 
and they went through it on dry land ; and 
how Pharaoh and all his host were drowned 
when they were crossing after them. And 
you also know how the Lord went before 
them, by day in a pillar of a doud, to lead 
them the way ; and by night in a pillar of fire 
to give them light — ^to go by day and night — 
he took not away the pillar of the cloud by 
day, nor the pillar of fire by night, before the 
people. And when they were fairly across the 
Bed Sea, and marching to Canaan, you know 
how they had not gone far till they came to a 
place called Marah, where the waters were 
bitter. And how the people murmured against 
Moses» saying. What shall we drink i And 
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when Moses cried unto the Lord, he showed 
him a tree, which, when he had cast into the 
waters, the waters were made sweet. And 
then, after that, they had not gone far, till the 
people got to be hungry. And they said to 
Moses, Would to God we had died by the hand 
of the Lord, in the land of Egypt, when we 
sat by the flesh pots, and when we did eat 
bread to the full ; for ye have brought us forth 
into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly 
with hunger. 

At this time the people were in a desert. 
There were no houses, nor towns, nor any 
corn-fields. The whole country, for miles and 
miles about them, was just sand, with here and 
there some short and sapless grass. But Grod 
fed all this multitude of people daily, and he 
did it by raining down manna on them from 
heaven. In the morning, the dew lay round 
about the whole host of Israel And when the 
dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon the 
face of the wilderness there lay a small round 
thiDg, as small as the hoar-frost upon the 
ground. And when the children of Israel saw 
it, they said one to another, "What is this?'* 
for they knew not what it was. And Mosea 
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said unto them. This is the bread which the 
Lord hath given you to eat. And the people 
of Israel called the name thereof "manna/' 
It was like coriander seed, white ; and 
the taste of it was like wafers made with 
honey. 

The reason they called it manna is, because 
that word, in Hebrew, means, " What is this ?" 
And as they had said these words one to another 
when they first saw it, they called it by this 
name ever after. 

I shall here put down the chief places in the 
Bible where the manna is spoken ot, and you 
may turn to the passages and read about it 
when you can find time : Exod. xvL ; Numb, 
xi. ; Deut. viii. ; Josh. v. ; Neh. ix. 20 ; Ps. 
Ixxviii; John vi 

Now, the first lesson about Christ we may 
learn from the manna is, that we must seek 
him early. The manna came early in the 
morning, with the gentle dew. The people 
had to be up betimes to gather it. The little 
Jew children, I daresay, were up and out of 
their tents early in the morning, to help their 
fathers to gather the portion for the day. And 
if they did not gather it in time, they got 
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none, for, when the sun waxed hot, the manna 
all melted. 

You should learn from this, early to seek 
Christ, the true manna for the soul — sweet 
and good. And early y with you, means now. 
It is just time for you to be up to seek Christ. 
You cannot begin a day too soon. Your soul 
needs to be fed. It is time it were fed. They 
that seek me early shall find me. Christ, the 
precious manna, comes down to you on the 
dew of that promise. There are some pro- 
mises that apply to children,^and do not speak 
to old people. If you wait long, you will grow 
too old for the children's promises. And if 
. you lose them, you never can recall the oppor- 
tunity. 

Children die. I have stood beside the grave 
of many children younger than those I am 
writing to. I have seen many coffins, so small 
that they would not have held many of those 
who will read this little book. This manna 
does not fall into the grave. Many little 
children carry it with them there ; but they 
had eaten it before they died, and so tliey took 
it with them to perfume all the grave's clammy, 
dark comers. But, though you were sure of 
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living to a good old tige, you cannot live for 
ever. You will feel the need of Christ some 
time. And the sooner, you get him for your 
portion the better. If you do not get him soon 
you may never get him ; and if you get him 
soon, you can never lose him, and he will never 
lose you. 

It will never be so easy as now, Christ 
will never so willingly receive you as now. If 
you get his love now your life will be very 
happy. I love them that love me, he saya 
Whatever you love besides him you must lose. 
The only thing you love and can keep is the 
love of Christ I daresay you remember 
many things you once loved which you have 
lost now. Many toys ; many presents which 
kind friends gave you; little brothers and 
sisters you loved very dearly, tilj death came 
and took them from you. So it will be, one by 
one, with all you love. Death will take them 
away soon ; and last of all, he will come and 
take you away from all that is left. But 
death does not separate you from Jesus and 
his love. 

. If you love Christ, your heart will always 
have him, and you will never, never be parted 
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from him. If you love him you cannot love 
sin. But sin is not good It will do you no 
good. Sin never did anybody any good. It 
says it will be good and bring good to you, 
but sin is a liar. It is bad, beginning, middle, 
and end. There is none, and nothing good 
but Gk)d. He is the only good. And to know 
him, and Jesus Christ whom he has sent, is 
life eternal Up, then, betimes, and gather 
this manna ere the sun waxes hot and it melts 
away. 

A second lesson the manna teaches about 
Christ is this — It is a dangerous thing to know 
about Christ, and yet not believe in him and 
love him. When the manna fell, some of the 
greedy Jews gathered more than they could 
eat. But ere the morrow's sim shone, the 
manna which was left bred worms and grew 
corrupt. 

It is even so with Christ If you have the 
knowledge of Christ in your head, and yet none 
of the love of Christ in your heart, that know- 
ledge will breed worms like the manna, and 
at last it will breed the worm that does not 
die, and kindle the flame that cannot be 
quenched. 
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Now, I fear that a very great number of my 
little readers have more knowledge of Christ 
than they put in practice. Some of you go 
to the house of God every Sabbath; and though 
you do not understand all you hear, yet you 
understand that Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinnera And you know how a 
child may be saved. How Qod can pardon 
all your sins for the sake of what Jesus has 
done and suffered. How God sends down 
his Holy Spirit into the hearts of them that 
pray for him. And how Jesus is willing to 
receive you, as he received the little chil- 
dren of old, to put his hands upon you and 
bless you. 

Some of you have mothers and fathers who 
take pains to teach you about sin and salva- 
tion ; about yourself and Jesus Christ They 
pray vrith you; and often, when you are 
asleep in bed, they pray very earnestly /or 
you. 

Some of you go to a Sabbath school, where 
you are taught to know and understand the 
word and will of God, and the way of salva- 
tion through Jesus Christ and him crucified 
You have teachers, who fear, serve, and love 
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God themselves, and who are very anxious 
that you should be brought to believe in Christ, 
to the salvation of your souls. 

And all of you have a conscience within 
you, which makes you feel very miserable and 
unhappy, when you have done anything that 
is wrong, and which approves of every right 
and good thing you do, making you then feel 
very glad, happy, and satisfied. 

Now, all this knowledge should be put to 
usa You should do everything which you 
have been taught to know that you ought to 
do. Tou know you ought to come to the 
Lord Jesus, to remain with him, to love him, 
and keep all his commandments. And you 
know that, when you are tempted to commit 
a sin, or when you fall into a sin by mistake, 
or by forgetfalness, or by indifference, then 
you ought to be sorry for it, confess it to God, 
get it pardoned, and to promise, in the strength 
of God, never to commit that sin again. 

All this you know ; but do you do it ? If 
you do not, then you have gathered more 
manna than you need, and it will breed worms 
and rot. He that knew his Lord's will, and 
did it not, shall be beaten with many stripes. 
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Take care, dear children, of the many stripes. 
Take care of the worms in the manna. Seek 
to do rightly all that you hrum to be right, 
and then God, even our own God, will bless 
you for ever. 

Thi/rd, There was no other way of feeding 
the Jews in the wilderness than by a mirada 
When the manna came down from heaven 
they were in the desert. They had no bread, 
and there were no oom-fields there. There 
was no city near, and no market from which 
they might buy bread. Then, when they cried, 
God rained the manna down from heaven upon 
them. 

And so it is with Christ and his salvation. 
We were fallen. Wib were all sinners. We 
were all liable to God's wrath and curse. "No 
man could help his brother, for no man could 
save his own soul. When a man has sinned 
but once, he is liable to the pains of hell for 
ever. And nothing can satisfy for one sin 
but the death of him who sins, or another 
stepping in to die for him. 

So God looked when there was none to 
help, and sent forth his own Son to seek and 
to save them that were lost. He came when 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



THE TBUE MANNA. 69 

there was none other either able or willing to 
save. 

And, you know^ once the manna had fallen 
it was an easy thing to go forth, to stoop down, 
gather, and eat. And even so, now that 
Christ has come, lived, died for sin, and risen 
again, what is there to do for you and me, but 
to go forth, stoop down, and gather up this 
precious manna ? Eat and rejoice, that your 
souls may live. Stoop and gather, my dear 
children, eat and live. 

Fourth, The manna came as a direct gift 
from heaven ; it came straight from the hand 
of God. We are told that it fell with the 
dew. Was not this a pleasant messenger to 
send with so sweet a mess£|,ge ? Just think of 
a little, round, glittering globule of the crystal 
dew, stealing gently through the morning 
air with a particle of the white, round, sweety 
honey-like manna coming down, so to speak, 
in friendly company. 

God is the Father of the dew. The dew 
and the manna are both from him. He says, 
I will be the dew to Israel. So, it was God 
the Father that gave the manna — but he gav© 
it by means of the dew. 
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Now, while the Ttumma sets forth Christ, 
the dew sets forth the Holy Ghost. It was 
God the Father that gave the Son for us; but, 
he came, and still comes, by the Spirit God 
the Father is willing to give the Son for you 
and to you. Christ the Son is willing to come, 
to give you his righteousness, and wash your 
soul in his cleansing blood; and the Spirit is 
willing still to be the dew to carry down this 
precious manna to your heart — ^to feed yom* 
soul with this bread of life, that you may 
never die the second death; and thus, your 
fellowship will be with the Father, and with 
the Son, and with the Holy Ghost. 

You can see in this the love of the Father, 
for he gave the Son for yod. You can see 
the love of the Son, for he died for you. And 
you can see the love of the Spirit, for he is 
wiUing to bring Christ into your heart, to 
make you love God, to keep you from evil 
thoughts and evil desires, and to make you 
good and holy as he himself is holy and 
good. 

The manna came by the dew. Christ came 
by the Spirit. He was conceived by the power 
of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin 
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Mary. He was led up of the Spirit to be 
tempted in the wilderness. The Spirit was 
given, not by measure, imto him. He comes 
by the Spirit still. By so sweet a messenger 
does so sweet a message come into the heart. 

Christ told us, when he went away, that 
he was to send his Spirit down, to teach us of 
himself — ^to comfort, strengthen, and sanctify 
our souls. And he says, "If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him.'* 

So, my dear children, ask earnestly that the 
Father would send his Holy Spirit into your 
hearts, to bring Christ in. Look up and say 
earnestly, "0 my Father in the heavens, I am 
a little child in the desert land. There is no 
bread for my soul, but in thy hand. I am 
hungry for the bread of life. Oh, send down 
the true manna to feed my hungry heart, 
by the dew of thy Holy Spirit, that my soul 
may live and praise thee for ever and ever. 
Amen.'* 

Fifth, The manna was free and fulL There 
was enough for all, and plenty left after aU 
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were served. It was free. It had not to be 
bought. No man toiled to sow, reap, or make 
this heavenly bread. There was not one kind 
for the priest, and another for the people. 
There was not one kind for the rich man fall- 
ing in one comer, and another, of an humbler 
sort, for the poor. Priest and people, rich and 
poor, the hoary-head and the little child — ^aJl, 
one and all — without money and without price, 
might stoop and gather, take and eat. 

So it is with Christ. He is the same Christ 
to the poor man as he is to the rich man. He 
is the same to the little child and to the father 
— ^to ministers and people. He is as willing 
to come to you as to the son of our beloved 
Queen. He will enter your cottage as cheer- 
fully as the wealthiest palace. He wiU come 
and be your Saviour, and friend, as willingly 
as though you were the wisest man in all 
the land, or the wealthiest man in the wide 
world. 

None may hinder you from this manna. 
None can stop you from going out to gather. 
You have but to shut the eyes of your body 
and open the eye of your soul, look up and 
speak, and he sees, hears, and will answer you. 
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It is free as the winds of heaven, or as the 
sun that shines in the sky, or as the rain and 
dew that fall equally upon all. 

It is free and it is fulL He that gathered 
much had nothing over; he that gathered little 
had no lack If you get Christ, you get a 
full supply for all your wants. If you get 
him, you get enough and to spare for all your 
needs. If you get him, you get all that can 
do you good in time, and all that will make 
you full of blessedness through the endless ages 
of eternity. 

You get in him the pardon of all your sins. 
You get the righteousness of God; God looks 
upon you with as loving an eye as if you had 
done, thought, said, and felt like Christ his 
Son. All that Christ did, in obeying the law 
of God, is called his righteousness; and in the 
Bible it is sometimes called a garmeni Our 
righteousness is said to be filthy rags ; HLs 
righteousness is called a garment, like the one 
he himself wore, without seam. It is pure 
and white. It smells of myrrh, aloes, and 
cassia! It is of finest needlework — all glorious 
without, all beautiful within. You get this . 
for your own, to wear for ever.. 
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This manna is very free and very fulL You 
will not need to grudge the share your neigh- 
bour gets. There is enough for all. Come, 
my little child, stretch out your hand, and fill 
your heart with this bread of life. Lord Jesus, 
evermore give us this bread. Whosoever 
eateth this bread shall never hunger again. 
Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst 
after righteousness, for they shall be filled, 
Eat, friends; yea, eat abundantly, O be- 
loved. 

Siath, The manna fell daily. Morning by 
morning it came, as much as served for the 
day and no more. The children of Israel 
were taught to walk by faith, and not by 
sight. There was no provision in the camp 
till their Fattier in heaven sent it ; but he 
knew they needed all these things. He 
taught us to pray, saying, Give us this day 
our daily bread. 

And this teaches us many things about 
Christ. It teaches that we must go to Christ, 
every morning, to get provision for soul and 
body for the day. If there be any child read- 
ing these words, who loves the Lord Jesus, let 
this be the lesson. Go every morning and 
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gather manna. Let it be your first work in 
the morning to go to Jesus — ^to ask him to 
be with you in all your ways — to keep you 
from every evil — to deliver you out of 
every temptation — ^to take away all evil 
thoughts from your mind — to make you like 
himself, meek and lowly in heart — ^to make 
you diligent in all duties, obedient to your 
parents, kind and loving to your friends, and 
holy as he is holy. 

Do this every morning. Be content to live 
from day to day in dependence on him. Be 
not careful for the morrow. Live for the pre- 
sent, as a servant of the Lord Jesus, seeking 
to glorify him in all things. 

And then, you remember, there was no 
manna that fell on the Sabbath. That day is 
God's own. The dew came alone that day, and 
the camp of Israel was silent in the wilderness, 
till the great congregation gathered, to praise 
that God who had led, guided, and fed them 
hitherto. 

See what a care God has for his own holy 
day ! On Saturday he sent twice as much as 
on other days. On Saturday they gathered 
twice as much as on any other day. And, 
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though the manna that ^as left over on the 
other days would not keep till the morrow, yet 
the Saturday manna kept^ sweet and good, 
over the Sabbath. It bred no worms on the 
Sabbath day. 

We must keep God's day holy. We must 
do no manner of work thereia We must not 
buy nor sell, nor play, nor idle about on God's 
day. We must keep it holy to the Lord. 
We must read, and study God's book; sing 
glad and hearty praises to him ; pray much to 
our own Father in heaven; think about him, 
and all his grace and goodness; and do works 
of kindness and love, both to ourselves and 
others. 

But, besides, I suppose you know that the 
Sabbath is a type of eternity. Heaven is 
the true Sabbath place, and eternity the true 
Sabbath day. There remaineth a rest — a 
Sabbath — ^for the people of God. And the 
six week-days denote time, the days of man's 
working life. 

Well, the manna falls on the six days, but 
none on the seventh. They who do not find 
Christ in time will not find Christ in eternity. 
The Jew that gathered no manna on the pre- 
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paration day had none of the bread of life on 
the Sabbath. He that is Christless in time 
will be Christless in eternity. He will suffer 
the pangs of a hunger that can never be ap- 
peased, and a thirst that shall never be 
quenched. Up, then, children, and gather. 
Up while time lasta Up ere the rest-day 
comes, when no manna falls. 

Seventh, The manna fell only within the 
camp of Israel There was no manna in the 
wilderness. When the people came forth of 
their tents at morning-time, they beheld the 
manna lying white, like hoar-frost, on the 
ground round about all their borders — ^but 
beyond, there was nothing except the barren 
sand, wet with dew and glittering in the morn- 
ing sun. 

Now, the camp of Israel denotes the Church 
of God. I do not mean any one particular 
church, but the whole gathered churches, where 
Christ is truly preached. Wherever the gospel, 
as contained in the Bible, is preached, there is 
the church — there is the camp of Israel, and 
there the mar^Tia falls. 

There is no manna falling in places of 
amusement, nor in places where bad boys and 
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girls meet and speak bad words — ^no manna 
thera 

And there is none among Sabbath-breakers, 
and liars, and swearers, covetous, evil speakers, 
and the like — no manna there. 

The manna falls with the dew, around a 
little child on his knees, when hi^ hands are 
clasped, his eyes turned to heaven, and his 
heart pouring out his morning or his evening 
prayer. 

And fast falls the manna when he opens his 
Bible to search for Jesus Christ You might 
think the balmy dew and the fragrant manna 
perfume the whole house in which he dwells. 
Like the precious ointment from the box of 
alabaster, the odour of such a deed fills the 
whole house. 

And oh, how quickly the manna fidls, and 
how softly the dew glides down, when a 
mother, with her child on her knee, and Jesus 
in her heart, tells of Him who loved us> and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood. It 
is like the precious ointment upon the head, 
that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's 
beard, that went down to the skirts of his 
garmenta As the dew of Hermon, and as the 
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dew that descended upon the mountains of 
Zion ; for there the Lord commanded the 
blessing, even life for evermore. 

And in the church, on the Sabbath day, the 
dew falls fSa;St, and brings down the manna 
with it. There God meets with his people, 
and he blesses them there. 

In the Sabbath school, too, does the manna 
fall and lie; there does many a little child get 
the bread of life to its hungry Soul. 

Now 'learn this lesson, my little friends; be 
where the manna falls; it is good to be there. 
Avoid the places where the wilderness is bare 
and barren — keep within the camp. 

Eighth, and last, There is something of 
Christ to be learned from the manna itself. 
It was round, white, and sweet. 

Boundness often stands for eternity. You 
know a ring has no end. And so, when those 
who could not write, and read, as we do, 
wanted^ to express eternity, they drew a circle. 
The Lord Jesus is from everlasting to ever- 
lasting. He was from the beginning, and he 
will be for ever and ever, time without end. 
He is God, and thus he is able to save. His 
is an arm of everlasting strength. 
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And then the whiteness denotes purity, holi- 
ness. He was a Lamb without blemish and 
without spot. He was holy, harmless, undefiled, 
and separate from sinners. He knew no sin, 
and therefore he was fit to die for the sin of 
others. 

And the manna was sweet The taste of it 
was like wafers baked with honey. Is not 
that very good? Is not this best of all? He 
is very sweet. His love is life, and his lov- 
ing-kindness is better than life. 

Oh, what little children lose who never 
tasted this bread of life ! He is the chiefest 
among ten thousand, and altogether lovely. 
How glad he makes the heart 1 He has made 
many a little child to sing for joy. He makes 
them happy in this world. He makes their 
very face to shine for joy. And what he 
does to them when he gets them home to him- 
self ! There he puts a golden harp in their 
hand, and when they strike its chords with 
their little fingers, forth come sounds of 
heavenly melody. He puts a crown of gold 
upon their heads, fairer than all that ever 
earthly king wore. He clothes them in robes 
of white, pure and spotless as the light. And 
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there they sing his praise^ a great multitude of 
them^ whom no man can number. 

And now, dear children, what say you to 
all this? Did you ever taste this precious 
manna? I know certainly that some of you 
have not. I once saw a little child who had 
a drunken mother. The father was very care- 
less too. And the mother did not feed her 
child. It grew very lean and wasted away 
daily, till it was quite feebla At last it was 
so weak and ill that it ceased to cry — ^it was 
not abla It was not dead, but was very near 
to it. It cried no more for food. Even the 
sense of hunger was gone. Oh, it was a sad, 
sad £ight to see ! My heart bleeds again at 
every remembrance of it. 

And, just as that child's body was, so is 
your soul if you are not fed with Jesus Christ, 
the bread of life. Come and eat, then, beloved 
young friends, and your soul shall live. It 
shall be fat, and full of sap, and flourish in 
our God's house in inmiortal youth and beauty. 
There the Lamb himself shall feed you, and 
wipe away all tears from your eyes. There 
you shall hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more. And there shall be no night there. No 
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sickness and no sorrow there. No little child 
with a weary head and an aching heart there. 
Jesus Christ is there in his glory, blessing all 
the little children, his hand for ever on their 
head, his love for ever in their heart Stoop, 
ihen^ and gather ; take and eat 
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COME TO JESUS, THE CHILDREN'S 
FRIEND. 

*' Suffer the little children to oome unto me, and finrbid them not; for 
of each i» the kingdom of God."— Mask z. 14 



EST 



|T Deab Childb£N — It is a long time 
since these words were first spoken. 
But they have been written down for 
more than eighteen hundred years. They must 
have been read by a great many children ; and, 
I daresay, a great many more have heard them 
read by kind parents and friends, by ministers 
and teachera It is pleasant to think that 
many children in the past, feeling sin to be a 
heavy burden, have been made bold by these 
words to draw near, and lay hold of Jesus, and 
thus have found rest to their souls. Some of 
them, perhaps, lived and grew up to be men 
and women, and then fell asleep in Jesus, and 
are now with him ; and some, also, fell asleep 
ere their day was far spent, and went early, 
like folded lambs, to be for ever safe with the 
Good Shepherd. 
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It was the Lord Jesus Christ himself who 
dpake these words. He had been standing 
one day teaching the people, and there was a 
great crowd of men and women around him. 
And there were some mothers, who loved 
Jesus themselves, and who thought they would 
much like to bring their babes and little chil* 
dren to him, that he might put his hands on 
them, bless them, and pray over them. But 
it was not easy to get near, for there were a 
great many people about him. 

Whilst the parents were pressing in, and 
striving to get within reach of Jesus, with 
their children in their hand, some of the men 
that stood by rebuked them. They said that 
they must not trouble Jesus with their chil- 
dren; that he did not want children, but men; 
and that they must stand aside with their 
children. When Jesus saw that, he was much 
displeased. We do not often read of his being 
displeased. It was only sin that displeased 
him. This was one of the things that dis^ 
pleased him. It is a sin that displeases him 
greatly, that any one should, in any way, 
hinder any other from coming to him. Above 
all, children must not be hindered, else Jesus 
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will be angry. They who hinder children 
from coming, neither know children, nor Jesus. 

It is a great sin to think, and say, that 
children are too young, or too little, to come 
to Jesus. It is a great sin to think, or say, 
that Jesus does not desire children to come, or 
be brought to him. He says, "Of such is 
the kingdom of God." 

They know little of the tender heart of 
Jesus who think that he cares more for men 
than children. The Good Shepherd careth for 
his sheep, but much more does he care for the 
lambs. When he findeth a lost sheep he 
layeth it on his shoulder and rejoices ; but 
when he findeth a strayed lamb he carries it 
in his bosom. The sheep is carried on his 
shoulder, supported by his strength : the lamb 
on his breast, near his heart, upheld by his 
arm of love and gentlenesa 

He says, ^* Suffer" them to come. There 
are a great many people and things that 
hinder children from coming to Jesus to be 
blessed. In the case before us, the parents 
were not hindering their children firom coming, 
they were bringing them to Jesus. It is not 
alwavs so; alas, it is not often so I 
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Ofbtimes it is parents who hinder their 
children from drawing near to the seeking 
Saviour. Parents who have not come them- 
selves are snre to hinder their children from 
coming. It is awful to think of parents hast- 
ing down the broad way that leads to the pit» 
and dragging their children down along with 
them, or leaving them to follow swiftly, after 
them. Tet so it is. There are many parents 
who care diligently for their children's bodies, 
who watch them lovingly when they are sick, 
^ho pay large smns to have them taught 
things useful and ornamental, who make 
earnest efforts to have them settled in life, 
but who seem never to think that they have 
souls which must live when their bodies are 
dead, and time is ended. 

It is a terrible hindrance, dear children, if 
any of you have parents that stand between 
you and Christ. If you have you must not 
let even that hinder you. You must come 
yourself, if you should come alone. Tou must 
leave even feither and mother behind if need 
be. If they will not come with you, or go 
before you, they may follow after you. 

Another hindrance arises from the asso- 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



00MB TO JESUS. 87 

ciates of chUdren. Children are bom in sin, 
and they grow up in sin ; they associate to- 
gether, play together, imitate each other, do 
as they see other children do, speak as they 
hear other children speak. If all children 
were good and godly this would be well ; but, 
alas, it is not so. Even they who are godly 
too often conceal their feelings, and seldom 
speak about Jesus Christ and his holy law 
to their feUows. And what is worse, the sin 
that any one child has is not thus concealed. 
Ofbtimes the sin, bred in the heart of one 
child, is spread, like the plague, among all 
around. It passes from one to the other, till 
every heart is in possession of the evil It is 
very moumftd to think of little children thus 
leading one another, both by precept and ex- 
ample, away from Jesus, and down the broad 
road that endeth in destruction. 

A third cause of hindrance is, perhaps, the 
strongest of all — that which comes ftom a 
child's own heart. The heart of a child is its 
greatest enemy. It is proud, self-willed, prone 
to evil, averse to that which is good. It does 
not love restraint. It loves to do whatsoever 
seemeth it good in its own eyea It does not 
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love holiness. It is destitute of love to 
Goi 

When you argue with a child, and tell him 
of the necessity of fleeing to Christ, and em- 
bracing his gospel, the child's heart pleads for 
delay. It says, it will be time enough to- 
morrow, next Sabbath, next year, when I am 
older; when I am settled in the world, or 
at some more convenient season. And this 
reveals to us the state of the heart. We do 
not put off what we like, but what we do 
not like. We avoid taking medicine as long 
as we can, but not food. Food is pleasant 
to the taste — ^medicine is nauseous. And the 
worst of it is, that the heart is not only evil, 
but deceitful. It is this deceit which doubles 
the evil, and makes it so dangerous. 

There is not much danger in a rock that 
stands high above the waves. Exposure to 
the weather has blackened it, and when the 
sea dashes on its sides the waters whiten into 
foam, and the sailor knows how near he can 
come with safety. But when the rock is beneath, 
and the waves ripple quietly over it, then is 
the danger. The poor sailor, believing that all 
is well, rushes headlong on to destruction. 
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The chief danger of the heart is, that most 
of its sin is hidden. It is like smouldering 
fire, that only rushes out into flame at this 
point and that, and then again disappears, 
but only to break out finally, and burst into 
a fire that cannot be quenched. Many a 
house on the land, and many a ship on the 
sea, has been destroyed by these deceitful fires. 
When you think you stand, behold you fall 
When you think you are safe, lo, sudden de- 
struction cometh upon you, as a thief in the 
night. And, what increases all this evil, the 
heart is not only deceitful, and that above all 
things — it is also foolish. If it were wise, 
its wisdom might in some degree balance its 
deceit; but it is not wise — ^it is foolish. The 
Bible tells us that folly is bound up in the 
heart of a child. It is wicked, foolish, de- 
ceitful What a combination of evil ! And 
all this in the heart of a child ! 

If we add to aU this the fact, that we are 
not living in a friendly country, we may see the 
danger to be yet greater, and the hindrance the 
more strong. All that a child sees has a ten- 
dency to carry his heart from Christ and not 
to Christ. The course of this world, the 
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habits of men, and of children, the forms and 
fashions of society; the words and ways of 
friends, inferiors, superiors, and equals : these 
are most frequently away from God. If they 
do not directly deny him, they yet forget him. 
They leave his name out They act as if 
all was well, without God. They go upon 
the principle that God is not everywhere 
present ; they forget that in him we live, 
move, and have our being. 

The Bible says that the devil is the god of 
this world. He is called also the prince of the 
power of the air. He has his servants ajid 
spies everjrvrhere. He himself, as a roaring 
lion, goeth about continually, seeking whom 
he may devour. He does not pass by children. 
When old men are sufficiently hardened in sin, 
he leaves them to be its slaves. But he is 
ever busiest among children, tempting them, 
enticing them, laying snares for them, lying 
in wait for them. He is very cunning — ^full 
of subtlety. He is very merciless. He has no 
pity for the old, and none even for the young. 

Now, dear children, if we well consider these 
brief hints, we will see our danger, and some 
of the hindrances that keep us from Christ. 
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I have not stated them all ; and those I have 
stated have only been briefly dwelt upon. But 
there is another. 

I fear that many children will read these 
pages without trying earnestly to understand 
their meanings and without stajdng to reflect 
whether these statements are true or not It 
concerns every little reader ; but the reader 
reads carelessly on. The fire of sin is burning 
in thy young heart ; I am sounding the alarm; 
but thou art heedless. If I were now to burst 
into the room where you are, and to cry out, 
" The house is on fire !" and were you to hear 
the fire-engines thundering along the street, 
and the shouts of the crowd for "water," 
how quickly you would rush out and run for 
your life ! But when the fire is more danger- 
ous still, when it is not in your house, but in 
your hearty you stir not, feel no danger, fly 
for no remedy, seek no hiding-place. This 
proves the deceit and the folly, as weU as the 
wickedness of your heart ; and yet you are not 
troubled ! You are held fast, but you neither 
see nor feel your chain. 

You have seen a great ship riding in the 
middle of the river. The tide rushes down, 
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but the ship is &st The wind blows strong, 
but the ship rides steadily. The tide turns, 
and the wind veers ; but the ship swings, and 
is again steady as before. You see nothing 
but two or three links of a chain, which seems 
to drop in the soft and yielding water. But 
that chain reaches down to the bottom. Its 
links are strong, though they are smalL And 
the chain of iron is made fast to a large anchor, 
which at the bottom grasps the clay and sand 
in its iron arms, and holds fast that mighty 
ship. 

Such are the hindrances that hold you &om 
Christ Strong as that, unseen as that. When 
one thinks of the hindrances that keep back 
a child from Christ — ^when one tries to reckon 
up their number, and to estimate their strength, 
it grows so mournful a work as to be quite 
heartbreaking. And the most mournful part 
of it all is, this unconcern of danger, this 6*60- 
dom from fear which one knows children to 
have. 

Olie thinks of a child, — its beauty — ^its win- 
ning ways — ^what it might be — ^how very weak, 
feeble, helpless it is, — ^andone thinks of all these 
enemies, clustering thick as bees about it — 
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these enemies so many, and so strong, so 
persevering, so watchful, and so wicked — ^all 
these enemies between one weak^ child and the 
Lord Jesus, and the child careless of the danger, 
heedless of the hindrances ; what can one do 
but cry, " Help, Lord ; they perish X' 

A man may be in danger and yet not know 
it. The danger then is greater, not less. A 
man may be ill, and yet not feel it ; the sick- 
ness is then m*gh unto death. A man may be 
hindered, and yet not aware of it. But that 
does not remove the hindrance ; it only adds 
one hindrance more. 

You must seek the Holy Spirit to convince 
you of sin, that he may lead you to Jesus. He 
says, " Suffer them to come unto ME, and forbid 
them not.'' Even were you in no danger at 
all, you ought to come to Jesus. For, even 
though you were well, this is better, yea, best. 
Though you were living in the house of a very 
great man, you would not refuse to leave it 
that you might dwell with the Queen. You 
would leave any house in the land to go and 
dwell in the Queen's palace, if she invited you 
to be as her son, and not as her servant. Much 
more would you do it, if you were as one of 
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those poor, ragged boys in the street, who have 
no home at all, but sleep in the parks, and 
under arch-ways, and in cellars, and cold, dark, 
and dirty places. 

Jesus is more than the king of this country. 
He is the king of all the countries in the world, 
and of the world itself, and of all other worlds, 
and the sun, moon, and stars, and the bright 
heavens, and heaven itself, where God dwells, 
and angels worship, and the spirits of good 
men go when they die. 

Jesus is the King immortal, eternal, invisible, 
the only wise God. He is the Creator. By 
him were all things made ; and without him 
was not anything made that was made. He 
was not only the' Son of God, and God, but 
he became man also. He did not lose anything 
that he had ; but in addition to all that he 
had, and all that he was, he took our nature, 
was bom of a woman, without sin, and so be- 
came both God and man in one person, and so 
was, and so is, and so will be for ever and 
ever. 

He died, you know, and his body was laid 
in the grave ; but it was raised again in gloiyi 
and he is now in heaven ; but he is on earth 
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also. For God is everywhere. He is near 
you now. Though his human body is in 
heaven, yet, as God, he now sees your heart, 
knows all you are thinking, and all you ever 
thought. You do not need to go far to come 
to him. You do not need to move one step. 
He is nigh thee, around thee within, and Mdth- 
out thee. He reads every wish in your mind, ■ 
every desire in your heart. All things are 
his. All power is his, in heaven and in earth. 
He can do anything that is good and right. 

He can pardon all your sins, can wash your 
soul and make it whiter than the snow. He 
can make you holy and happy. He can take 
away all sinful thoughts from your heart. He 
can guide you safe through all life's journey, 
and over the dark valley, and bring you into 
the good land where you shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more. 

He is at the Father's right hand. The 
Father grants him all he asks. If you ask him, 
he will forgive you all your sins, make you 
his son or daughter, and give you his Holy 
Spirit to dwell in you for ever, to make your 
heart a temple of God. And you need not be 
afraid to come to him. If you are afraid read 
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the text at the beginning of this addresa And, 
you know, he says, " I love them that love 
me, and they that seek me early shall find me." 
But you need not be afraid. 

He tells us himself that he is meek and lowly. 
He was once a little child like you. There is 
none that knows a child so well as he. When 
men and women grow up they forget what 
they used to think and feel when they were 
children. But he does not forget. He knoweth 
our frame. You would be afraid to come near 
a lion. Its fierce look and hungry roar make 
you afraid. ' But you are not afraid to touch 
a lamb. You thrust your hand without fear 
among its soft, white curls. Its look is so 
mild, gentle, and loving, that you love, it in 
return. If the lion, with all its prodigious 
strength, was as meek and mild, as gentle, 
peaceftil, and loving as the lamb, you would 
not fear him then. It is his fierceness, and 
not his strength, that makes you afraid. 

Now, though Jesus is the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah, he is also the Lamb of God, that 
taketh away the sin of the world. He has 
all the lion's strength, for he is mighty to save ; 
but he has all the lamb's gentleness, for the 
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bruised reed will he not break, and the smok- 
ing flax he will not quench. He conquered 
death, and him that had the power of death, 
that is the devil ; but he is holy, and harmless, 
and undefiled, and separate from sinners. He 
is the ancient of days ; but he was also the 
babe bom at Bethlehem. 

You need not be afraid. He wiU not cast 
you out. You are very weak, but he is very 
strong. The strong generally love to protect 
the weak. It is a very bad strong man who 
hurts any one weaker than himself. You 
would not willingly do that. Even we, who 
are not good, love to protect those who are 
weaker than ourselvea If you saw a little 
bird — a little robin, with its red breast and 
cheery black eye, — ^if you saw such a bird 
chased by a fierce hawk, how your heart 
would beat, and how heartily you would 
wish that the poor little bird might escape its 
fell pursuer ! But the little robin, after wheel- 
ing and doubling in vain, sees that it cannot 
escape. If, then, it flew straight to you, and 
totok refuge in your breast, and, with perfect 
confidence in you, folded its weary wing there, 
what would you feel ? You could not drive 

Q 
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that little trembler out, with its poor palpita- 
ting heart, to be devoured by the fierce hawk 
that still swept round over your head, in many 
a circling whoop, and with savage cry. You 
would be glad and proud of the little bird's 
confidence. You would wish heartily that all 
the robins in the world would only come to 
you, whenever a foul bird of prey chased them, 
that in your bosom they might have secure 
shelter, and there find their peaceful rest. 

Now, just as you would love to be trusted 
by that little bird, so Jesus loves to be trusted 
by you. He sees all your danger. He sees 
the foul bird of prey that is out, and on the 
wing, and in full pursuit after you. He knows 
the thousand dangers that beset your path, on 
the right hand and on the left; and he knows 
that you must be chased down, torn in pieces, 
and devoured at last ; and he would rejoice 
that you ran to him at once for shelter. He 
says, " Suffer them to come to me: forbid 
them not." He would hide you in his bosom 
and fold you lovingly to his heart. He would 
rejoice over you with singing, and be exceed- 
ing glad. He would put his arms of everlast- 
ing strength between you and all your foes. 
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All your enemies would then be his enemies; 
and every blow that was aimed at you would 
fall upon him. 

The Good Shepherd tends his lambs very 
carefully. He gives his angels charge over 
them, to keep them in all their ways. Much 
as he loveth his sheep, yet more tenderly does 
he love his lambs. He finds out for them the 
greenest and the juiciest of the pastures. He 
makes them to lie down beside the stillest of 
the waters. 

Oh, what a blessed thing to be a little child, 
growing up in the arms of Jesus! He that 
touches them toucheth the apple of his eye. 
How sweet is their sleep, with the arms of 
Jesus around them! How precious in his 
sight is their death! How bright and beam- 
ing is the crown of glory he shall give them 
in heaven ! Theirs wiU be the sweetest harp, 
the greenest palm, the whitest robe ! 

You do not need to be told, I hope, what 
is meant by coming to Christ? You have not 
far to go. He is not iar from any one 
of you at any time. You have but to speak 
to him with your heart, and he hears 
and answers you. K you learn to know 
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him, you will soon learn to love him. And 
love will teach you many things. Take all 
your difficulties to him. He is the best 
teacher. He can reach your understanding 
and your heart directly, and he wiU teach the 
one to know, the other to love him. The 
best teadier is the Great Teacher. The heart 
bums when he opens the Scriptures that con- 
cern himsel£ He has a learned tongue, and 
knows how to speak a word in seasoa 

Now, my dear children, what do you say 
to all thii)? What are you to do with my 
Master, with me, and my message about him? 
Tou have read thus £ax; have you tried to 
understand, and remember, and are you now 
determining to c2o/ The deceitful hearty and 
deceitful sin, and the father of all deceit and 
lies, will all combine to tell you that there is time 
enough yet They will tell you that when 
you are older it will be time to seek Jesus, 
and begin the life of faith and holiness. But 
it is a lie. There is no time like the present, 
for the present alone is ours.' 

The Holy Ghost always says, "To-day." 
He keeps repeating, "Now.'' The Eternal 
Wisdom says, "There is no time like the pre- 
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sent, there is no time but the present." To- 
morrow's sun may shine upon your coflSn; the 
buds of next spring may burst over your 
grave. But though you were to live a thou- 
sand years you never could pass a time so 
favourable as the , present. There can be no 
doubt of that. If you do not believe it, it still 
remains true. Every day adds to the difficulty 
of repentance and faith in Christ. Every day 
sin gathers new force and danger within you. 
Every day it thrusts down a fresh root into 
your heart, and adds new strength to the old 
ones. Every day adds power to habits of sin. 
Every day makes them stronger and you 
weaker. It is a fearful race. If you do not 
flee for shelter to the Lord Jesus, the issue 
will not long be doubtful. Each time you de- 
lay, and put off, makes it easier for you to do 
so again. If you say to my Master, and this 
message, "Go thy way for this time," and 
should he send yet another message, you will 
find it easier to repeat the excuse. I am quite 
certain that that is trua All old people gather 
this wisdom by experience. Think, therefore, 
dear children, it is for your life and for eter- 
nity. 
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And do not think there is no necessity for 
children coming to Christ. Children have no 
right to sin. It does not make yonr sin 
against God less, that you are very young; it 
makes it worse. 

It is a terrible thing to see a little child 
raising its little hand against the great God 
who made heaven and earth. It is a terrible 
thing to see a little child saying to Jesus 
Christ, "Depart from me, for I desire thee not." 
You are commanded to believe in him. The 
apostle John tells us that ''this is his com- 
mandment — ^Thatwe should believe on the name 
of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, 
as he gave us commandment'' (1 John ill 22). 

This precept is not addressed to the old 
only, or to the middle-aged only, or to youth 
only. It is addressed to all, to young and 
to old. It is binding as much on the very 
youngest as the very oldest. So soon as 
we know who the Son of God is, and are 
able to understand this commandment, it is 
binding upon ua. It is just as much addressed 
to the youngest reader of this book as if God 
had come down from heaven and revealed it 
directly to him, or her, alone. The Lord 
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Jesus would not have even young children 
hindered from coming to him, for, says he, "of 
such is the kingdom of God." 

And now, dear children, I find that I must 
bring my remarks to a dose. I have just 
read carefully over all I have now written to 
you, and that has painfully suggested to me 
one hindrance more. I have thought how 
cold and lifeless all I have here written looks. 
K I had seen one of you swallowing poison, or 
asleep in a house where the flames were hiss- 
ing and roaring around you, or falling into 
the sea with no friendly hand near to grasp 
you, — ^I say, if I had seen any one of you 
thus, how loudly I had cried; how earnest 
and burning hot had been my words ; how 
quickly I had ran, shouting aa I went; and yet, 
though I know that your souls are in danger, 
by the worst of poisons — ^by the fiercest of 
fires — ^by a more yawning deep than the waves 
of the mighty sea, how cold are my words! 
They are not fervent as the fire — dear and 
loud as the voice of God. Yet I know your 
danger. I know how many are your enemies. 
I know how certain and how terrible your 
destruction will be, without Christ I know 
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how much more hopeless every day's delay 
makes it I know how good and blessed it 
were that every one of you had fled for refuge 
to the Man who is the hiding-pljkoe. And, 
with all this knowledge, I cannot speak as I 
would, nor urge you earnestly as I ought. I 
beseech you, let not my coldness, nor that of 
any other man, hinder you from getting up to 
flee now. 

Let not one day pass. You cannot begin 
too soon. Set your face like a flint against 
everything you know to be sinful. Go not 
with those who speak bad words and do bad 
actiona Never forget to pray. Let prayer 
be the last thing at night before you go to 
sleep. And, when Jesus wakens your eye in 
the morning, let it be your first work to thank 
him. Then ask him to be with you all the 
day long — to keep you in all your ways — ^to 
strengthen you against the power of sin and 
the temptations of the devil — to put good, 
pure, and holy thoughts in your mind, and 
heavenly desires in your heart — ^to make you 
his son, feed you by his grace, and fill you 
with his lova 

Ask Him to be your shepherd — to watch 
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you as a shepherd watches the lambs of his 
flock. Ask him to be your teacher — ^to make 
you know what you ought to be, and do. Ask 
him to make you like himself, meek and lowly, 
humble and obedient, gentle, kind, and loving 
to alL And then you will grow in grace and 
in knowledge ; and, like him, you will increase 
both in wisdom and in stature, and in favour 
with God and man. And when you come to 
die, your latter end will be peace ; your death 
will be the death of the righteous, which is 
precious in the sight of God. Time to you 
will be blessedness, and eternity will bring 
with it an exceeding weight of glory. So be 
it. Amen and Amen. 
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THE SAVIOUK'S VOICE:—" LOVEST 
THOU ME?'' 

|Y Deak Young Friends, — ^There was 
once a little girl, whose mother loved 
her very dearly, and gave her daily 
many proofs of it. One day her mother 
marked out a little piece of ground in the 
garden, and gave it to Fanny as a gar- 
den for herself. Fanny had a beautiful 
little rose-tree, planted in the midst of this 
garden, which she loved very much. She 
used to come every morning, and pluck off all 
the dry and withered leaves, then she 
watered it, and tended it very carefully. But 
one morning, when she went to her garden, 
she found her favourite drooping, most of its 
leaves were withered and crumpled up, and 
the ground was covered with the fallen rose 
leaves. An east wind had blown upon it, or 
a worm had got to its root, for it died. 

Not long after, Fanny's father brought 
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borne with him a little lamb, which he gave 
to his little girl to comfort her for the loss of 
her rose-trea Fanny speedily forgot her rose- 
tree in her love for her little pet lamb. It 
soon grew quite tame^ and followed her where- 
ever she went. By day it did eat of her own 
meat, and drank of her own cup; and by night 
it did lie in her bosom. . She loved her lamb 
very dearly. 

One day our young fiiend had been out for 
a walk. When shewas returning, and justclose 
by her home, she saw her little pet lying dead 
on the road. It was all bloody. Its white, 
soft curls were all matted with blood and dust 
Its tongue protruded, and its eye was fixed 
and glassy. A large dog was running away. 
Fanny's lamb was dead, and her heart was 
nigh breaking. 

For a long time the little girl refused to be 
comforted. But, by-and-by, her brother, who 
was much younger than herself, grew up ; and 
the love that Fanny had for the rose and the 
pet lamb she transferred to her brother Charles. 
Their love for each other grew and strength- 
ened daily, and she forgot her old favourites 
in her love for her brother. 
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A year or more passed away, and one day 
brother Charles was very ill, and could not 
leave his bed. For many days it was so. 
The little fellow suffered much pain, and a 
heavy moan was heard from his room all night 
through. One day there was more bustle than 
usual — the moan had ceased — there was 
silenoe that grew more still, and, at last, all 
waa bushed in the silence of death. Then 
came the little white box, and then came men 
with heavy feet, and then came black carriages 
to the door, and then little brother Charles was 
carried forth, and was laid in the grave, down, 
far down in the earth. 

For many days it seemed that Fanny must 
die too. Her food did not nourish her. 
Nothing amused her. When she slept, she 
had dreams of that little chill and marble face, 
and the cold dark grave, which awoke her 
with a shudder. She went to her manmia 
one day, and said, '^Mamma^ how is it that all 
things that I love are sure to die? You know, 
my rose-tree died; my pet lamb died; and 
now brother Charles is dead too. Mamma, 
could you not tell me of some one I might 
love that does not die?" 
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Mamma wept with joy. She took little 
Fanny upon her knee, and parting her fair 
hair, smoothing her brow, and wiping away 
the tears from her eyes, she said, "Yes, my 
own dear child, I can tell you of One whom 
you may love, and who never dies/' And so she 
told her child there of Jesus Christ, who liveth, 
and was dead, and behold he is alive for ever- 
more, and has the keys both of hell and of death. 

Have you, my dear young reader, learnt the 
truth which this little girl was thus taught ? 
Do you know this, that all things a;nd all men 
you love must diel Look back over your 
past Ufe, and count up how many things and 
how many persons you once had and loved, 
which you have not now, and therefore love 
not now, and ask yourself the question, " What 
do I love most dearly at this present time?" 
If it be a person, death will soon take him 
away ; if it be a thing, the moth will soon 
fiEusten its teeth upon it, the rust will soon eat 
it, or the worm will soon be at its root. 

And this is not only true of all that you 
have loved, and all that you now love — ^it is 
true also of all that you yet may love. The 
future is very uncertain. We do not know 
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what may befall us to-morrow. But there 
are some things quite certain about the future; 
and one of these certain things is this — that 
whatever person or thing you set your heart 
on and love, must be parted from you, or you 
must be taken away from it. For we brought 
nothing into this world, and it is certain we 
can carry nothing out. 

Did you ever seek to know One whom you 
might love, and who would never be taken 
from you, nor die? If you have not, look at 
Him who puts the question, "Lovest thou me?" 
He never dies. He once died, and lived again ; 
and now death has no more power over him. 
He is the fountain of life. He is always the 
same — ^y^sterday, and to-day, and for ever. 

Let me tell you some things about the 
difference between loving him and loving 
other persons or things. Here is one thing it 
is good for a child to know: When you love 
anything which you ought not to love, or in a 
way or for a purpose for which you ought not 
to love it, then, as you grow older, you love 
it more and more, till, at last, you get what 
we call quite a blind love for it. Take gold, for 
exampla If you begin to learn to love money. 
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the love of it will grow upon you. You will 
love it more, and better, each day. You will 
come, at last, so to love it that you can love 
nothing else, and care for nothing else. Some- 
times the love for gold grows so strong, that 
the man who loves it loves nothing else, not 
even his own self. He loves it better than 
food, better than clothing for bis body, and 
all the comforts of bome. And the love does 
not make the man happy; it makes him sad, 
and miserable, and wretched. It does not 
satisfy him. His heart is not ML He never 
can have enough. The more he has, the more 
empty is his heart, still crying, " Give, 
give.'' And often such miserable men die of 
starvation, cold, or disease brought on by 
want. 

It is so of other things aa well as gold. It 
is so of the love of wine or strong drink. You 
know what men, ay, and women too, will do 
and endure, rather than go without that strong 
drink which they have learnt to love! You 
know the miserable end of all drunkards in 
this world, and how they have their portion 
in the lake that bumeth with fire and brim- 
stone, in the world that is to come! 
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It is SO also of the love of power, what men 
call Ambition. They who love power never 
get enough of it; and they are never satisfied 
with what they have. K you read the Book 
of Esther you will find there a full account of 
a man, called Haman, who had much power 
and much wealth; but it all went for nothing; 
because there was one man, called Mordecav 
who sat' at the king's gate, and who would 
neither uncover his head nor bow his knee to 
this Haman. All that he had was like nothing 
to him, because of this one thing which he did 
not have. But had he got that one thing 
which he so much wanted, then that too would 
soon have been as nothing, because of some 
other thing which he could not get. Thus it 
would go on till a man got all the world, and 
then he would weep because he could not get 
another world. And, you know, the Lord 
Jesus says, "What shall it profit a man, 
though he gain the whole world, and lose his 
soul?'' 

I might go on till I had filled this book, 
telling you of things of which this is true,, 
that if you love them alone, you will never 
get enough of them, and soon thev will be 

H 
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taken away from you, or you from them. 
But — mark this well — ^if you learn to love 
the Lord Jesus Christ, then he wiU quite fill 
and satisfy your heart He will so fiU your 
heart as to leave no room for any impleasant 
desire for any other person or thing. But, 
what is even better than this, when you love 
him, there is room lefb in your heart to love 
all good and lovely things besides. K you 
love Jesus Christ, you can love money also in 
a right way ; and then you wiU never love it 
too much. And if you love him, you will also 
love power for his sake. You will love all your 
friends better; and you will even, without 
knowing it, love your own self in the best and 
truest of all ways. You can love nothing right, 
unless you begin by loving him; and you can 
love nothing wrong, if you, first of all, and in 
all, and above all, love him with all your heart 
You have heard, I daresay, people telling 
you that the law of God is very diflferent from 
the gospel of (Jod. You may even have 
heard them contrasted, and the one set forth 
as quite the opposite of the other. There is 
truth in the statement, but not much. The 
truth is, that the law of God is very like the 
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gospel of God; and both his law and his gospel 
are like himself; and he is love. You know the 
law says, "Do, and live;" and the gospel says, 
"Believe, and live ;'' yet, in the end, when you 
come to think a little dosely about them, you 
come to see that both law and gospel say, " Love, 
and live." And the love of God is life. 

To make this plain, consider that all the 
doing of the law is summed up in this, " Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart ; and thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself.** If you love rightly, you have kept 
the whole law. You can keep it thus, and 
not otherwise. This is the keeping of all the 
commandments ; and the man that doeth them 
shall live in them. 

So it would appear that all that God de- 
signed to do by the law was to make us love 
himself first — Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; 
and then to love all mankind — our neighbour, 
as we love ourself This is the beginning 
and the ending of the law. If it does this, 
it does all God intended it should. It makes 
us like himself, for he is love. 

Now, the gospel is not different, but just 
the same, as this. It does it in another way 
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but it comes to the same thing. The way of 
the law is, ** Do;'' and come thus to love and 
life: bnt we cannot "Do ;" we are poor, feUen, 
sinful creatures; we have broken the law, and 
the law is angry with us. Jesus comes, and 
bears the punishment for us, and obeys the 
law for us, and then say8> " BeKeve in me ;" 
and thus thou shalt come to love me, and, 
loving me, thou shalt soon come to love thy 
neighbour as thyself. 

So, you see, the law comes to " love" by the 
way of doing, and the gospel comes to "love'' 
by the way of believing; but the end is the 
same — quite the same. And even the roads 
are not nearly so different as they look. Be- 
lieving is intended to lead to loving — but it 
is loving obedience. It is not loving idleness, 
but loving labour. The gospel puts "believe" 
at the entrance ; the law puts " obey" at the 
entrance : but as they go along the road, they 
go lovingly together; and both law and gospel 
say, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and thy neighbour as thy- 
self." Both law and gospel keep perpetually 
asking this question, " Lovest thou mef 

You wiU ask me, then, " What is the use 
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of the gospel at all, if it is the same as the 
law ? Are there two ways to heaven ? May- 
anybody get to heaven without believiDg in 
Jesus Christ?" I will tell you. Anybody 
may get to heaven without Jesus Christ, if 
only he can show that he always kept the 
whole law of God, and never once broke it, 
either in thought, word, or deed. But since 
the day that Adam fell, there never has been 
anybody who could say that; for we all sinned 
in him, and fell with him, in his first trans- 
gression of the law. So, instead of being to 
us the way to heaven, the law has become a 
sure road to hell. For we all break it, and 
the law has nothing for us but a loud and 
constant cry for judgment and vengeance. 
Thus we aU would have been condemned to 
death eternal, had it not been that the Lord ^ 
Jesus came, and took our burden on him. 
He wanted to bring us back to heaven and 
the love of himself. The law stood in his 
way. He said, "I will deal with the law. 
It is holy, and just, and good, and it must not 
be put away. I will take it up, and keep it 
for you. I wiU do all it commanda I will 
obey it with a loving heart and a willing 
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mincL And thus the law^ by me, will be 
magnified and made honourable." 

"Ah, but," says the law, "these wicked 
children have broken me, times without num- 
ber. I said, ' The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die;' and I must keep my word." But the 
Lord Jesus says, " I will die for them. Put 
their sin to my account. Lay all their ini- 
quity upon me, and I will go to the cross 
with it. Then naU me there. Put a crown of 
thorns upon my head. I wiU die for them, and 
thou wilt let these poor prisoners go free.'' 

And now, having set open this way, the 
Lord Jesus comes to each of us, and he says, 
"Lovest thou me?" He has put us right 
with the law, if wC' believe in him. If we 
believe in him, all the past is both forgiven 
and forgotten; and we may go forth, and for- 
ward, in a path of new obedience, strengthened 
in the inner man by his Holy Spirit, and en- 
abled to do his wiU, and to love him with all 
our heart. Thus may we get all, and more 
than all, that was lost by the fall j thus may 
we get to love God once more, and to reach 
heaven as our final reward and homa 

But know well, young friend, that nothing 
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short of this will do ; no other thing but love 
to God, and Jesus Christ, will do. He will 
not take anything in place of this love of the 
heart, which is his due. He will take no obe- 
dience, no words, no deeds, no promises, which 
have not love to him as their root and branch. 
"If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, 
let him be anathema maranatha;'' that is, let 
him be accursed. Whatever he be, or be not, 
whatever he have, or want, whatever be his 
age or condition, if there be, anywhere, any* 
man who loves not the Lord Jesus Christ, let 
him be accursed. 

Do you, my young reader, love the Lord 
Jesus Christ? Do you often think about 
him ? Do you read his word, and good books 
that tell about him, his work, and his love ? 
Do you like to hear good people talk about 
him, praise him, tell of his grace and good- 
ness? Do you pray to him morning, noon, 
and night ? And when you wake in the dark 
nights, and all is still, do you think about him, 
and what you can do to show forth all the 
love you have to him in your heart? Do 
you praise him to others? Do you tell of 
all his wondrous beauty, the great work he did. 
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and the cruel death he died, that you and I 
might escape hell, and rise to heaven? I^ in 
some such way as this, you love not the Lord 
Jesus, then, the Bible says, you are accursed. 

There ia something on which you set your 
heart, and which you love. The heart will 
not be empty. If it is not set on God the 
Creator, it will soon come down and fasten 
itself on the creature. If it be a person you 
love, and not Jesus Christ, remember that 
death will soon come and rob you of this 
your heart's treasure, aCnd you wiU be left void, 
and empty, and desolate. One by one, death 
will take from you all the friends you love, 
and, last of all, he wiU come and hide you in 
the grave from all that is left to you. Then 
there begins a great eternity — ^time that never, 
never ends, when you will be without friends, 
without a stay for your heart, without an 
object to love. 

And if this is true of persons, it is just as 
true of things. You may set your heart's 
love on some of the things of this world — 
houses, estates, dress, gold — anything of earth. 
Tou may love it for a while. It will not do 
3'our heart good. The heart is made to love 
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persons, rather than things; and, above all 
persons, the heart is made to love, first and 
best, the Lord Jesus, and then to love all good 
people. If it does this, it does well. It is 
then active, healthy, happy. But if not — if 
it is set upon things, instead of persons — if it 
makes gold its god, and fine gold its portion — 
then it is not healthy. God did not make it 
for this purpose, and it does not serve this pur- 
pose well. It is not healthy nor happy. It 
grows hard, dull, cold — goes all out of tune, and 
at last is fit only to be fuel for the fire that is 
never quenched. When death comes, it strips 
it bare, and leaves it naked. None of the 
things it loves can find a place in the coffin, 
or in the narrow, cold grave; and none of 
them find a place in the other world; and so, 
through all eternity, the heart is left empty, 
bare, naked, desolate. 

Take care, therefore, what you do. The 
heart is a delicate machine. It suits admir- 
ably its own purpose; but it soon gets de- 
ranged and out of order, if put to any othei 
use. I once knew a little boy whose papa 
loved him very dearly, and gave him a beau- 
tiful watch, in token of his love, and taught 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



1 22 LOVEST THOU ME 1 

him how to wind it up, and gave him the key. 
The little boy treated his watch very well for 
a day or two, wound it up regularly, and it 
told the hour very accurately. But he soon 
got tired of the watdi, and at last he one day 
took it, and tying a string to it, he piled up 
earth on it, and dragged it along the garden 
walk, calling it a cart. The watch could not 
long stand this rough usage. It was made 
to tell the hour, and not to be a cart ; and so 
it broke, and became* quite worthliess — was 
neither watch nor cart. 

Just so will it be with your heart. God 
made it to love himself first. He made it to 
answer "Yes" to the question of the Lord 
Jesus, when he asks, "Lovest thou me?" 
God made it for that ; and it wiU not long do 
anything else. It will soon get to be as 
worthless as the boy's watch, when he turned 
it into a cart to drag dirt in. Was he 
not a foolish little boy, to put his beautiful 
silver watch to such a purpose? Yes; but 
he is not by half so foolish, nor nearly so 
wicked, as you, if you put your heart to 
any other purpose whatever, than first of all, 
and above all, to love the Lord Jesus Christ 
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You love your mother. But he did more 
for you than ever fkther or mother, sister or 
brother. He made you, he upholds you, he 
obeyed the law for you, he died for you. He 
is better, fairer, than all the sons of men. 
You can never love either father or mother 
rightly, till you have first been taught to love 
him with all your heart, and with all the 
strength of your mind. You will love all 
your friends, and your own self, the best, 
when you have first learnt to love him the 
best. No love can last long that does not 
rest on love to him. 

You cannot begin too soon. The devil will 
tell you there is time enough for this when 
you are older. Meanwhile, a thousand per- 
sons, and a thousand things, are all thrusting 
in their claims on your heart, and saying, 
"Lovestthoume?" Put them off. Tell them 
it will be time enough for you to think about 
them when you get to be older. Tell them 
that they must wait. Tell them that you are 
a little child ; that you are not very strong, 
nor wise at all ; that you are foolish rather, 
and cannot think of trusting your young heart 
to their keeping just yet. Tell them that the 
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Lord Jesus stood by you ; that he said in the 
kindest and most condescending way, *' I love 
them that love me, and they that seek me early 
shall find ma'' Tell them all that you are 
quite sure you cannot do wrong by loving 
him ; that you are certain he will never 
do you vnrong, nor suffer you to be wronged ; 
that he will never leave you nor deceive you. 
Tell them that you mean to begin by loving 
him in the days of your youth, and that, when 
you have fully been taught of God to know 
him well and love him dearly, they may come 
and put in their claims, and you will consider 
of them. But, meanwhile, you are to try to 
love him alone, and to obey him with all the 
strength of your young heart. 

Remember this, that he is truly saying to 
you, through me and this little book, " Lovest 
thou me?" What can you answer? What 
do you say ? Tou cannot surely mean to say 
" No ; I love thee not. I do not mean to try 
just now. I love myself, and my friends, and 
the desire of mine own heart. I have no 
room for thee ; no time for thee." You surely 
do not mean to say that ? Tou are not to be 
so very wicked as that '< 
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What, then, are you to say ? Shall I tell 
you what you ought to say ? " Blessed Jesus^ 
I have not loved thee hitherto ; and so I have 
been guUty of a great, life-long sin. I have 
been careless, thoughtless, and never troubled 
myself about thee. But do thou forgive me 
this sin, and all my sins ; and do thou come 
into my heart, and take possession of it, and 
keep it all for thyself; and keep me tiU I die, 
and take me through death, and bring me in* 
to thine own bright home to dwell for ever 
with thee, and to lie through all eternity on 
thy bosom. Do not leave me, most merci- 
ful Jesus, to the wiles of the devil, or to the 
deceit of my own evil sel^ else I will never 
love thee, I fear, and so lose thee for ever. 
Do all this for thine own name's sake. Amen.'" 

Let me now add a few words by way of 
urging this duty upon you. And first, It is 
commanded. It is not one of the things which 
we either may do, or may not do, as we see fit. 
The God that made us demands it at our hands. 
He demands the heart's love of the very 
youngest, as much as he demands that of old 
people. Every day in which you put oflf this 
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duty, you are adding a whole day's sin to that 
which abeady stands against you. God is dis* 
pleased with you every moment of all that 
time. When you forget him, he does not forget 
you. His eye is constantly on your heart. 
He knows you altogether; just as well as 
though there were none in all the universe 
but he and you. And, when your little heart 
goes wandering after foolish things, neglecting 
him and all his goodness, he is grieved and 
angry. Just think of that ! the great God who 
made heaven and earth angry with you ! You 
must, therefore, seriously set about this heart- 
work without any delay, and not sleep, and 
wake,- with the wrath of God constantly abid- 
ing upon you. Are you not afraid to go to 
sleep with an angry God looking down ? 

Second. This commandment is not grievous. 
When Jesus Christ seeks your heart's love, he 
does not seek anything that should be very 
difficult of performance. If I were to ask 
you to love a tiger, or a snake, or a toad, you 
would find that impossible. Your heart re- 
fuses to do that. But were I to give you a 
beautiful bird, with feathers of yellow gold, — ^a 
gentle dove, or a sofb-voiced nightingale ; or 
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were I to give you a lamb, with meek and 
trustful eye, and plaintive bleat, and soft white 
curls, and bid you love either of them, you 
would find your task light and easy. Now 
the Lord Jesus is the fairest of all the sons of 
God, and altogether lovely. There is none 
like him in heaven or earth. As man he is 
better than the best, and fairer than the fairest; 
and, though there are three persons in the 
Godhead, he alone is God-man. He is the 
wonderful. You do not know how much you 
lose each day you neglect to love him. His 
love is life : his loving-kindness is better than 
life. 

Third. It will make you happy. If you 
love Jesus Christ you wiU have a peaceful 
conscience, and a happy heart. When you read 
about him in the Bible, and get to know all 
that he did and suffered for you ; and when 
you can look at his death, and feel it was for 
your sins ; and when your heart clings to him, 
and trusts in him, till all its love flows out to- 
wards him, — then you will feel that he loves 
you in return, that he is now loving you as 
God only can love. And then you will know 
what a glad heart means. He will keep you 
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as the apple of his eye. He will give his an- 
gels charge over you, to keep you in all your 
ways. He will be with you all day loDg> and 
all night through. He will guide your every 
footstep. He will make all your bed for you 
in your sickness. In sorrow he will comfort 
you. He will be glad, and rejoice with you, 
in your joy. You will want no friend while 
you love the Lord Jesus. You need fear no 
foe, so long as he has your heart's love. He 
never forgets, neveir fails. He that keepeth 
Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. The 
Lord shall preserve thy going out, and thy 
coming in, from this time forth, and even for 
evermora What they have, who love the Lord 
Jesus ! What they want, who forget him, and 
love only the things seen and temporal ! 

Fourth. You will never repent it. If you 
love not the Lord Jesus, there is a time com- 
ing when you will repent of aU you ever did, 
and all you ever loved. You can love nothing 
right unless you begin by loving him. And 
there is a day coming when you will bitterly 
regret that which you are now doing, and that 
you ever loved whatsoever imholy thing is now 
ccMning between your soul and Christ But 
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if you learn to love the Lord Jesus Christ this 
veiy day, you will never be sorry for it. You 
wiU never think you began too soon. The 
older you grow, the better you wiU love him, 
and the more certain you will be that you have 
done, and are doing, right in loving him with 
all your heart. You wiU never know regret 
in this world, and in the world to come you 
will be where sorrow, regret, and repentance 
never came, and never can come. 

Fifth, It will be an unspeakable blessing 
to you when you come to die. Die you must. 
It is everybody's portion. Young or old, 
sooner or later, you must die. You may have 
a long sick-bed. If you have, then you will 
know how good it is to have the love of Jesus 
for rod and staff. If you have not found his 
love before that time come, there is but little 
chance of your finding it then. For then the 
poor body finds you work enough for your 
mind. But if Christ be with you then, your 
very face will shine. The black wing of death 
will not terrify you. The pain of the last 
sickness will not dismay you^ The blessed 
face of Jesus will dispel all darkness, and re- 
move all fears ; and, with his strong arm 
I 
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around you, you will close your eyes on earth 
to open them in heaven, there to be for ever 
with the Lord, and go no more out. Delay 
not, my dear young friend, to get the love of 
this same Jesus. 

Siocth, and last. They who love Jesus on 
earth shall dwell for ever and ever with Jesus 
in heaven. There will be none in heaven but 
they who love the Lord Jesus. But they will 
all be there. He will lose none of them. Not 
one will be awanting. If you love the Lord 
Jesus through life to death, you will see, in 
heaven, all who ever loved him. You will see 
Abel, and Abraham, and Daniel, and all the 
prophets. You will see Samuel, and King 
David, and aU the great worthies you read 
about in the Bible. And, best of aU, you will 
see Jesus Christ himself, the fairest of them 
all, and shall dwell for ever and ever in his 
bright and beautiful home. With golden 
harp, you shall sing sweet praises to him, 
time without any end. May you and I, oh, 
little reader, be there, to behold his glory, 
and be made perfectly blessed in the full en- 
joyment of God to all eternity ! Amen and 
Amen. 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



LOYSST THOU ME ? 131 



OTJB FATHEB'S HOUSE. 

I often think of thee, 
Thou glorious world where Jeaus dwells, and aXt 

That goodly company. 
With crown and palm, who at his feet do ML 

For I have treasures there, 
Friends near and very dear—joy of my heart — 

All safely gathered where 
We soon shall meet : and never, never part 1 

It is a goodly band. 
With Jesus at their head, their life and light: 

There, in that happy land. 
They see his tatoe, and praise him, day and night. 

No sorrow now, no tear 
To dim the eye ; no darkness, death, despair. 

Love, perfect, casts out fear ; 
And all is peace, joy, gladness, glory thwe. 
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LITTLE SINS. 

lY Deab Young Friends, — I have a 
few words to say to you this year 
about what are called " little sins/^ 
And, first of all, I have to tell you that you 
may search the whole Bible through without 
findiug a single sin that is called little. It is 
not God that speaks about little sins, but man, 
and man's great enemy. God regards no sin 
as little. The very least sin makes all the 
difference between light and darkness, life and 
death, heaven and hell, an angel and a devil 

You know very well, I daresay, what is 
meant by "little sins.'* You talk of little sins 
in cases such as these : — ^when you do not speak 
all the precise truth ; when you are angry 
without a right cause ; when you do not obey 
your parents in some small matter which you 
have been commanded to observe ; when you 
speak a bad word ; when you break the Sab- 
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bath, by doing on it what ought to have been 
done on a week-day ; when you speak evil of 
one of your fnends, or of your sister or brother; 
when you take some trifle that does not belong 
to you ; when you forget to pray at evening 
before you go to bed, or when you rise in the 
morning; or when you remembered, but were 
" too sleepy" to do it ; when you speak idle 
or foolish words, do idle or foolish things. 
You call it a little sin when many hours of 
your time pass away without your even so much 
as thinking of God (perhaps you do not call 
this a sin at all) ; or again, when you forget 
to thank God, and praise him for blessings and 
mercies received; when an evil thought comes 
into your mind, and you let it remain there, — 
it is pleasant to you, and you indulge it 
These, and many more such as these, are what 
you call " little sins," — are they not 

Now, it is about these little sins that I am 
to write to you. I fear these little sins, dear 
children, — I fear them, on your account, with 
an exceeding great fear. I -fear them more 
than I do great sina At present you could 
not be easily tempted to commit a great sin. 
If the devil were to tempt you to commit 
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murder, to swear fieilsely, or to break into a 
man's house and steal his gold, you would 
shrink back in terror. You would fear these 
great sins exceedingly. But the little sins you 
never think of. Nearly everybody is guilty 
of them. Few take much notice of them at 
aU. You are not even earnestly warned 
against them by any one but God. He has 
denounced all sin, and warned us again and 
again, in every possible way, against each sin, 
small and great. But we live in a world so 
wicked that everybody is more or less guilty 
of little sins, and few think about them so 
seriously as to keep a child constantly on his 
guard against them. And thus sin gets a 
firm hold of the heart. And these sins harden 
the heart very fast, so that by-and-by any sin, 
great or small, is welcome. 

If I could but make you see that the only 
way of getting rid of sin, and its wages, which 
is death, is to begin with little sins ; and if I 
could but get you to set earnestly to work to 
watch and fight against little sins, how glad 
and happy I should be I 

Did you ever see a house on fire ? Did you 
eve see the flames shoot high into heaven, and 
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throw their glare fax and wide ? Could you have 
put that fire out ? Why, you could not so much 
as get near it, the heat scorched your fieuce so. 
But if you had been in that house a few hours 
before, and seen a little boy playing with a 
box of matches near the curtains of the bed, 
and had you seen him strike the match that 
set fire first to the curtains, then to the bed, 
and thus to the whole house, you could easily 
have stopped it. You could have trodden that 
match under foot, and crushed the fire out 
with your heel Thus, by Gk)d's gracious help, 
you can extinguish little sins, while yet they 
are little, before they become a great fire, and 
at last kindle the flames of hell within you. 

Did you ever see a tall column at the 
end of London Bridge called "The Monu- 
ment?" That pillar was erected to keep us 
in mind of a great fire that nearly burned all 
London about two hundred years ago. On a 
Saturday night a fire broke out in a baker's 
shop near to where "The Monument" now 
stands. People did not give themselves much 
trouble about it. They said it was only a 
little fire, and would soon be put out. But 
the fire spread, and by noon of the next day 
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it had got to be terrible to Ijehold. One who 
saw it writes thus about it: "All the sky was 
of a fiery aspect, like the top of a burning 
oven. God grant my eyes may never behold 
the like, now seeing above ten thousand 
houses all in one flame. The noise, and 
crackling, and thunder of the impetuous flames, 
— ^the shrieking of women and children, — ^the 
hurry of people, — the fall of towers, houses, 
and churches, was like an hideous storm; and 
the air all about so hot and inflamed, that at 
last no one was able to approach it, so that 
they were forced to stand stiU, and let the 
flames bum on, — ^which they did for near two 
miles in length and one in breadth. Thus I 
left it this afternoon burning, a resemblance of 
Sodom or the last day." 

This one fire burned eighty-nine churches, 
many public buildings and libraries, upwards 
of thirteen thousand dwelling-houses, and de- 
stroyed more than four hundred streets ; and it 
all began in a baker's shop ; and all the fire 
that burned in that baker's shop once came 
from a single little spark. Behold how great 
a matter a little fire kindleth ! Can you tell 
me of a greater fire than this, kindled by one 
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little spark? Whence came all the death, 
misery, want, and woe, that ever were, or ever 
will be, in the world ? Is not sin the author 
of them all ? And whence came all the* sin 
that is in the world ? Did it not all come out 
of the sin of our first parents in Eden ? Be- 
hold, again, how great a matter a little fire 
kindleth I 

You have read of Holland, I daresay. It 
is the country where the Dutch people live. A 
great part of Holland is flat ; it is quite level, 
and lies below the se& The sea is kept out 
by large banks of solid earth, and clay, and 
stones, called "dykes." Many years ago a 
part of this dyke was bad The water came 
oozing through in a small quantity. Some said 
it was only a hole made by a water-rat. A 
meeting of the inhabitants of the neighbour- 
hood was held, to consider what could be done 
to make good the bad part of the dyke. But 
nothing was done. It was only a small matter, 
they said ; so little water came through that 
nothing would hurt; and some future time 
would do very well to remedy the evil if it 
got worse. Not very many weeks after that 
meeting, one beautiful Sabbath evening, when 
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a calm, deeper than usual, rested upon the face 
of the whole country, without any further 
warning the sea burst through the embank- 
ment, which had been gradually growing 
weaker and weaker, and then it rushed, wave 
after wave, over all the land, and destroyed 
many large towns, and no fewer than seventy 
villages, drowning an immense number of 
cattle, and more than a hundred thousand of 
the poor inhabitants. 

Now, nothing of all this would have hap- 
pened if only they had stopped the water from 
flowing in when it was yet small in quantity, 
and could easily have been done. But they 
neglected it because it was little. And what 
destruction and death to thousands arose out 
of that neglect of a little thing ! And thus it 
is with little sins. They grow, and gather, 
and they get bigger as they go on, till at last 
they too end in death, death eternal. 

What is feebler or lighter than a snow-flake ? 
Yet you have seen a handful of them pressed to- 
gether into a snow-balL You have seen that 
snow-ball rolled along by a few boys, gather- 
ing more snow as it proceeded, till it became 
so large that it could no longer be moved, and 
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at last it fell to pieces by its own weight 
This is the history, in brief, of little sins in 
many little children. Each sin looks light 
and little as a snow-flake. But mark the end ! 
fiow swiftly they grow and gather ! And the 
conclusion of the whole matter is ruin, destnic- 
tion, and death. 

One of the evils of little sins is, that they 
are unheeded. Here is their chief danger. 
When a man catches an infectious fever, or is 
smitten down by cholera or any other deadly 
disease, he immediately takes to his bed, sends 
for a physician, and uses aU precautions and 
remedies wiili the greatest care and constancy. 
If precautions are taken in time, and if proper 
remedies are employed, then he is likely to re- 
cover. But when a man catches a slight cold, 
be gives himself little trouble -about it. He 
says, " It's only a cold ; it will soon get bet- 
ter." But the cough continues, and then it 
settles on the lungs ; yet stiU he gives himself 
little trouble, and says, "It's only a alight 
cough ; it will soon get better." But the 
cough speedily becomes consumption ; the man 
wastes away daily, and dies a lingering death, 
as 1 have seen hundreds die. irom neglecting 
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a little matter. And it is thus that little 
sins kill a child's souL The cold becomes a 
cough, the cough consumption, and the con- 
sumption ends in a coffin. The little sin 
fastens its fangs on the heart, conscience, and 
whole soul. Then, when sin is thus firmly 
rooted, it grows and spreads, becomes greater 
and greater, till the boy, if he lives to be a 
man, is a hardened sinner, with a conscience 
seared as with a hot iron. * 

A few little sins may destroy the soul just 
as effectually as a great sin. You do not see 
the effect of each of them. The misery is, 
that you only come to know ho\f deadly they 
are when it is too late. A whole life is some- 
times made up of little sins ; and what a life 
that is to live ! and how terrible is the death 
that such an one has to die! and what an eter- 
nity lies before so wretched an ending in this 
world I Blow after blow, constantly repeated, 
breaks the hardest stone at last. Tou do not 
see the effect of each blow, yet each blow 
added something to the breaking. 

I remember having seen, long ago, a fright- 
ful accident. There was a railway train filled 
with goods, sheep, cattle, and market produce. 
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standing at the top of a long inclined plane. 
The trains, at that place, were lowered down 
by a rope. There were a great many other 
trains and carriages, both fuU and empty, 
standing at the top of the incline. The men 
were busily engaged, each with his own work. 
Some were adding a few empty carriages to 
the end of the goods train, before it was let 
down the inclined plane. As each carriage 
« was pushed slowly up, and joined to the others, 
it gave the train a blow. Each of these 
blows produced some effect. At last, as car- 
riage after carriage was added behind, those 
in front began to move slowly, very slowly at 
first, down the indina At each turn of the 
wheels they went faster and fSeuster, and soon 
the motion became visible to every ona An 
outcry arosa Some ran to the brakes ; others 
ran to try and fasten the long rope to the 
hindermost carriage, — ^but all in vain; the 
boldest were terrified ; the speed increased ; 
and soon, with a rumble like thunder and a 
speed Kke lightning, the whole train darted 
down the hill, and was smashed, with all its 
living freight, into splinters and atoms at the 
bottom. 
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This is too frequently the progress of little 

sins in a child's heart. If you do not take 

good heed, you may get fairly started, without 

brake or guard, down the inclined plane of 

sin; and the end of it is destruction and 

death, sure and certain. Nothing short of a 

miracle could have stopped that train when it 

was once fiedrly in motion ; and nothing short 

of a miracle of grace can stop you when once 

you are fairly advanced in the full career of 

little sins. You are on the way to that end 

now, my dear young friend. The wheels are 

moving, more and yet more rapidly. Stop ; 

stop now, while yet there is time. Trust to 

no miracle, but seek the Lord while he is 

near. Go no further from him than you are. 

Answer when he calls. To-day, while yet it is 

called to-day, hear his voice, and harden not 

your heart. 

Another dangerous thing about little sins is, 
that most people, and especially children, seem 
to think that God is not greatly displeased on 
account of them. This is a great and grievoub 
mistake. The very least sin brings us under 
the wrath and curse of God. In one sense 
it was a very little sin that our first parents 
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committed, in the garden of Eden. Thej only 
took and ate an apple. They robbed nobody 
in taking it It was not poisonous or intoxi- 
cating, but was good for food. It was not of 
much value. There were thousands and tens 
of thousands of all sorts of fruit in that fidr gar- 
den. They werethe only two human beings then 
in the world, and therefore their example could 
hurt nobody. In short, you can hardly think 
of a less sin than that was. It'was what you 
would call "a little sin.'* But think of its 
terrible effects ! Think what a different world 
this would have been if that one little sin had 
never been committed ! You can see by what 
befell our first parents, and the world through 
them, how God hates the very least sin. And 
God is unchangeable. He hates sin now just 
as he did then. 

But further : look at this text which I am 
now to quote, and see how God speaks of all 
sin. You will find it in the Epistle to the 
Galatians, the third chapter, and the tenth 
verse : " Cursed is every one that continueth 
not in all things which are written in the book 
of the law to do them." Now you see that 
here is a curse pronounced by God. And, 
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firsts See against whom it is uttered : it is 
"every one." This includes great and small, 
young and old. It comes down to children. 
It takes you in, and folds you in its fiery 
embrace. « 

Second, See against what the curse is di- 
rected. It is against any breach of any part; 
for it says, " AU things written in the book of 
the law.'' This means not only all things 
commanded, but also all things forbidden. It 
is not only aU things contained in the ten com- 
mandments, but all things which are written 
in the whole book of the law. And it is not 
how you may choose to understand or mis- 
understand them ; it expressly says all things 
"written." It is by God's words, and not by 
man's thoughts, that we are to be judged. 

Third, See also what sort of obedience is 
required. It is constant and continued. The 
curse is pronounced against all who do not 
continue to do : " Cursed is every one that 
covUnueth not." You may keep aU the com- 
numdments of Ood all the days of your life, 
yet if you break but once one of the very 
least of them, that is enough to bring you 
under the curse of God. See, therefore, what 

K 
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a terrible thing any sin is in the sight of the 
holy God. 

Fourth, You can also see here that Ood re- 
quires actual obedience. It is not enough 
that you know the law, or that you intend to 
keep it, or even determine to keep it Ood 
requires positive doing at our hands. Elnow- 
ledge alone will do us no good. The servant 
who knew his Lord's will, and did it not, was 
beaten with many stripe& 

You see, then, that Ood prohibits all sin, 
the least as well as the greatest. The least 
sin is sin. It breaks the law of Ood, which 
is holy, just^ and good. We are very foolish 
and ignorant We do not know what is best 
for our good. God does. He gave us his 
holy and just and good law, as being the very 
best thing for us to do, so that we may be 
good and happy ourselves, and bring him 
glory. And when we leave God's will, and 
follow our own, then we are saying that God 
is not good, or that he does not know so well 
what is for our good as we do ourselves ; and 
this is to be veiy wicked ; and this wicked 
ness you are guilty of when you conunit tbe, 
very least sin. 
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Think, further, that the very least sin of 
which you can be guilty breaks the law of 
Goi Now, this is to do a great evil. The 
.great Qod loves his holy law. He made 
heaven to be a reward for those who obey it, 
earth as the place where men might keep it, 
and hell as a place of punishment for those 
who break it. When God made the first 
man, he was the choicest of his workman- 
ship; and, as the very best thing that he 
could do for him, God wrote his law upon the 
man^s heart. He did not write it on the face 
of the deep blue sky ; he did not paint it on 
the flowers of Eden ; he did not put it into 
the beasts of the field ; but he put it in the 
&ire8t and best of places, the place that was 
the brightest and most beautiful of all, — ^in the 
heart of man made in his own glorious image. 

And when God came down to Moses on 
Sinai, he would not trust Moses with the 
writing of his law, but graved it with the 
point of his own finger on the two tables of 
stone. And when the ark of the covenant 
was made, and the tabernacle was reared in 
the wilderness, you know where the law of 
God was placed ; it was put within the ark of 
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God, beneath the golden mercy-seat, which 
had the golden cherubim ever looking down 
upon it^ and the bright Shekinah, the symbol 
of God's own presence, beaming and burning 
over it night and day. You see, then, how 
God loves and honours his own holy law ; and 
you may understand how great is the sin of 
breaking the very least jot or tittle of it The 
law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul ; 
the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise 
the simple. 

There is another thing I wish you to consider 
well. You call some sins " little." What does 
this mean ? To whom are they little ? They 
are not so to God. For what may seem to you 
a little sin he cast his own angels out of heaven, 
and hurled them down to the depths of hell, 
there to be kept in chains of darkness against 
the judgment of the great day. For a little 
sin he cast oiu: first parents out of Eden, and 
smote the whole world which he had made 
with a cm'se. God wiU not, cannot, pardon 
the -very least sin you can think of,' in any 
other way than through his own Son dying to 
wash away its guilt by his own blood. 

And I do not think that the devil believes 
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that any sin is little. He calls many sins 
little ; but he is a liar £rom the beginning : he 
is the father of lies. He knows too well the 
effect of these sins to believe them to be little. 
He knows that the very least of them was 
great enough to turn him into a devil of dark- 
ness from being an angel of light ! So, if you 
believe that any sin is, or can be, little, God 
does not, and the devil does not. 

It is men that speak of sin in this way. 
But it is sin that blinds their eyes, and makes 
fools of them ere they can do so. It is fools 
that make a mock of sin, any sin, the least 
sin. And if you speak of sin in this way, 
what do you mean ? Ton cannot mean thai 
sin is little to God, for I have shown you that 
it is not And you cannot mean that it is 
little to the devil, for it is he that tempts you 
to commit the least sia If, then, you mean 
that it is little to men, that is very foolish, 
for men are not your masters, nor are they to 
be your judges. 

But is sin little to yourself, and in yoiir 
own eyes ? What does this mean ? Does it 
mean that you do not care much about itt 
Then why do you do it ? Do you not care 
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to offend God for a thing about which you 
care so little t Is it a wise thing to toss about 
little sparks of fire among gunpowder for 
sport } Is it wise to swallow small quantities 
of poison among your food because they are 
little ? Do you care so little for seeking to 
enjoy the favour of God, as that, to please him, 
you will not even do or avoid a little thing T 
Do you not see that this makes the least sin 
great t And if it is not great in your sight, it 
becomes all the greater in the sight of the holy 
Gtod. Consider this well, I beseech you, dear 
child, and pray that God may open your eyes to 
perceive this truth, and your heart to receive 
it, and your mind and will to act upon it. 

Did you ever think that the veiy least sin 
is 8vn, — ^that it has all the evil natiu^, and 
must be followed by all the bitter consequences 
of sin? The least spark of fire is fire, and 
may kindle the greatest and fiercest fiame ; it 
bums and destroys with all the energy it has. 
The least atom of poison is poison, and kills 
with all the force and strength it has. And 
so the very least sin has in it all the evil 
nature of sin ; and herein lies its evU, and the 
folly and wickedness of committing it. Sin 
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is a terrible thing. There is nothing in the 
whole universe of God that can once be com- 
pared unto it. Sin is worse than anything 
you can name. It is worse than death, — 
black, grim, all-devouring death ; for the sting 
of death is sin. It is worse than the cruel 
grave ; for it is sin that has dug all the graves 
of earth. Sin is worse than hell ; for it was 
sin that kindled its flames, and it is sin that 
feeds them with their everlasting fiieL It is 
sin that gives birth to the worm that never 
dies, and keeps it gnawing at the heart of the 
condemned for ever. And sin is worse than 
the devil ; for sin found him an angel of light, 
bright and holy, bowing low in the light eter- 
nal and full of glory, before the throne of God, 
and it turned him into a devil, the fiendish 
enemy of God and man, and sent him down to 
the darkness of the bottomless pit. And the 
very least sin has in itself power to work all 
this evil, and bring about all this misery and 
woe, and destruction and death. 

Oh, then, dear children, you must fear sin 
with an exceeding great fear. You must fear 
it more than even death and the grave, and 
more than even hell and the devil; for sin is 
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the strength and root of them alL To fear 
sin is to fear God aright ; and blessed is every 
one that feareth the Lord, — -that walketh in 
his ways. For thou shalt eat the labour of 
thine hands; happy shalt thou be, and it 
shall be well with thee. Behold that thus 
shall the man be blessed that feareth the Lord. 
The Lord shall bless thee out of Zion ; and 
thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the 
days of thy life. 

Think of this ! If all the sin that is, or 
ever was, in the world, and all its guilt, and 
the evil effects of it all, could at once be swept 
away for ever, the very least sin that ever you 
committed would be quite enough to bring 
the whole world back into as bad a st&te as 
ever it was in. That sin would be sufficient 
to dig hell anew, — to kindle all its fires afresh, 
— to waken up death and the grave, and the 
wrath and curse of God here and hereafter. 
All this evil, and all other, might spring from 
this one seed, which you call a little sin. Is 
it, then, a light or little thing ? 

Some vile weeds multiply fast from one 
little seed ; but of all vile weeds none spring 
so fast, and spread so £ar, from so little a seed 
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or fix)m 80 fine a fibre of a root, as sin. It is 
the vilest of all weeds that ever sprang, and 
destroys more good ground and more whole- 
some fiiiit than they alL Take heed, and be- 
ware, then, of the very least sin, or even of an 
approach to it The wages of the least sin is 
death. 

Yet another thing I wish you to consider. 
Sin is deceitful This is true of all sin, but 
especially of the least sina There is a text 
which speaks of this; it is in the Song of 
Solomon, the second chapter, and the fifteenth 
verse: "Take us the foxes, the little foxes, 
that spoil the vines; for our vines have tender 
grapes." The fox, you know, is the most cun- 
ning and deceitful of all animals. It is, there- 
fore, here used to denote sin. But it is the 
" little " foxes that are spoken of. Nobody 
has much suspicion of them; nobody gives 
himself much trouble about them. It is only 
a fox, a little fox. Ah, but the tender grapes 
are easily spoiled. Even a little fox may de- 
stroy them. Their intense cunning and power 
of destruction is covered by their littleness. 
Men guard against a great evil; a little one is 
overlooked or despised. 
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And what a power there is in litUe things 
when they are combined ! Look at that river; 
Bee how majestically it flows on — what bur- 
dens of mighty ships it bears proudly on its 
swelling bosom; — and how it sweeps eyery 
obstacle away that dares to oppose its onward 
course! But follow it up to its source! See 
how it narrows as you ascend. Mark this 
little rill, and that other, flowing in on each 
side ! Up still, and up ; and now you can 
step across it; you can wade now, and yet 
your ankles are dry; and now you pause be- 
side a rough grey stone, and there you see the 
crystal water bubbling brightly up from be- 
neath ib But follow that water back, in 
thought, and you find that it all comes oozing 
down through the earth, on which it fell as 
drops of rain and dew. And whence came 
these rain and dew drops ? They are but the 
condensed mists and vapours that float in the 
form of clouds in the sky. And whence came 
they t On the hot days they all rose in the 
form of invisible vapours from the broad bosom 
of the earth and sea. You could not so much 
as see them, so little were they; they could 
not be touched, weighed, or measured. But 
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there they are at last in the form of, that 
mighty river, that carries all with it or before 
it in its progress to the heaving oceaa What- 
ever you do, then, dear children, do not de- 
spise little things; above aU, do not despise 
little sins. 

Look at that rope ! How hard and strong, 
and yet how flexible it is! you can bend, but 
cannot break it Untwist that rope ; you 
will find three " strands," as the sailor calls 
them, or " plies," as a landsman would speak. 
But take one of these strands, and go on im- 
twisting. You come at last to what you call 
a single string, but what a sailor calls a " rope- 
yam." Look at that ! You see it is composed 
of thousands of fibres, each of them as fine as 
a hair of your head. Try to break that ona 
How easily it is done ! But try to break that 
rope ! Try that strand! Try that rope-yaY'n ! 
You cannot. 

Now, the rope of sin, by which every child 
is kept away from (Jod, is of that sort. It is 
composed of little fibres, little sins. How fast 
and firm it binds you ! If you would break 
it^ you must attack the little sins, fibre by 
fibre. Pray, and strive mightily against little 
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Bins ; break them off one by one. There will 
then be nothing between you and God. It is 
these little sins that the devil twists together, 
and binds your soul as by a strong rope fast 
to himself, far {it>m God Pray to God, there- 
fore, to give you grace and strength to enable 
you to contend unto the death against little 
sins. If you avoid little sins as you would 
the strength of the grave, the sting of death, 
the power of the devil, and the fire of hell, 
and if you do this in God's name and by his 
grace, you will never be overcome by great 
sina If you cut away the roots of a tree, it 
will not grow. If you put a worm in tha 
heart of a tender bud, there will be no fruit. 
If you sap and dry up the springs, there will 
be no river. If you break and bum the 
fibres, there will be no rope. If you destroy 
each one of the bricks and stones, there will 
be no bmldinga And so, if you avoid all 
little sins, you have taken the surest road to 
avoid all great ones. Be wise, therefore, my 
son, and guide thy heart in the way. 

Of course, you are to imderstand that tnough 
the very least sin cannot be pardoned out of 
Christ, the least sin, as well as the greatest, 
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is pardoned in him. Christ died for the least 
as well and as much as for the greatest of our 
sina But even when you have come to 
Christ, and are living in him by faith, you are 
as much to avoid all sin, the least and the 
greatest, as though you had each one of your 
own sins to answer for before God. Christ 
did not come to permit us to do any sin. He 
came to save us £rom sin, the least as well as 
the greatest He came to free us from death, 
and to deliver us fit)m the terrors of the grave. 
He came to free us from the power of the 
devil, and from the pains and sorrows of the 
fire of hell ; but he came, above and beyond 
all, to free us from sin, that is worse than all 
these enemies of ours. *' Hi3 name," said the 
angel, "shall be called Jesus." Why? "For 
he shall save his people from theii/r aina." 
This is the only name ; Jesus is the only one 
by whom you can be saved from the punish- 
ment of sin hereafter, and from its power 
here. 

Go to Jesus. Go to him daily, often, and 
ask him to free you from sin, all sin ; and 
tell him you wish to have his wisdom, that you 
may no longer despise little sins. Tell him 
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how foolish and ignorant you have been. Say, 
" Lord Jesus, I am being overoome and slain 
by little sina The foxes, the litUe foxes, are 
oome up into the vineyard of my heart The 
devil is binding me fast, hand and foot, head 
and heart, by little sina'* Tell him that men 
despise little sins; that they treat them lightly, 
and often utterly disregard them. Tell him 
that the devil tries to make you believe that 
they are of little importance, and that Gk>d is 
not very angry with you about them. And 
then say, " Lord Jesus, thou art the only true 
friend I have in heaven or in earth; and earth 
and hell are full of enemies to me and thee on 
every sida Oh, help me by thy wise head, 
thy loving heart, thy strong hand ; for I am 
helpless without thee. Jesus, master, have 
mercy on me ! " Bepeat this cry often. When 
you are tempted to commit any sin, look up 
and cry thus, and Jesus will hear and help 
you. 

And now, my dear children, may Grod give 
you and me grace, to enable us always to con- 
tend against all sin, and to his holy name be 
all the praise. Amen and Amen. 
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Sir 



VIL 

HABIT. 

|Y Dear Children, — ^I have many 
times thought, when I have heard 
ministers preach to old people about 
bad habits, what a pity it is that much of that 
was not said to children ! After a bad habit 
is formed, it is often too late to speak of its 
evil; the habit is master, and the man is slave. 
He hates it, and all connected with it, but 
cannot throw it off. The desirable thing 
would be to nip these bad habits in the bud ; 
to come to children and say to them, while 
their habits are forming, and not yet formed : 
" Take care, and form no bad ones; if you do, 
you will bring misery on yourself here and 
hereafter : in this world and the next." 

So, after great deliberation, I have deter- 
mined to say a few words to children on 
habits, good and b«i. And now, dear little 
reader, attend and think, while I try to make 
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plain to you some important things about 
habit, which are well worth your serious con- 
sideration. 

You know what " habit ^ means ? When 
we have done certain things once, we have a 
tendency to do them again. We have even a 
desire to do them again. And when we have 
done a thing once« we find that it is easier to do 
it a second time. And each time we do that 
thing, it becomes easier and easier to do it 
again, till we reach a certain point, when we 
come to do it almost without any effort at all 
This we call "habit." 

Do you remember how you learned to read ? 
Do you remember how hard it was to tell " p" 
from "q," and " b" from "d?" and how you 
had to work hard ere you could put the " b" 
to the " a," and make " ba'* of it ? And then 
what a business it was to put " ba " to " bel," 
and make " Babel ** of it ? And how long it 
was ere you could work your way along the 
words of many syllables^ and go so smoothly 
over them, and make out the deep meaning 
hidden so securely under them ? And see how 
easily you are doing all that now, and making 
dear sense of these sentences of mine, almost 
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without an eflfbrt — the effort being only to get 
the full meaning of what you are readiog^ 
Well, my child, this is hahU ; this is the JiaW 
and power of habit. 

Look at your little brother learning to walk< 
See how often he tumbles before he gets, one 
good step taken. Do you remember going 
through aU that heavy business yourself? 
Doubtless you had it all to do, and paid for 
the ease with which you can now walk by 
many a bump and thump on the floor. You 
never think much of walking as you go along 
the streets. That is habit By the power 
of habit you have come to be able to do it so 
easily that you never think anything about it 
at all 

Did you ever see any one learning to play 
on a musical instrument, — say, a violin^ or a 
piano ? How slowly the fingers go down ! 
how harsh the sounds they produce ! But 
look at the fingers of that skilled musician ; 
see how fast they fly ; how sweet the sounds 
that fill the air. That rapid touch, so accurate 
and powerful, is the result of habit. 

Did you ever watch anybody learning a 
trade, and notice the first efibrts they made ? 
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Think what these rude attempts may one day 
come to be, by patience and perseverance ; and 
you will understand a little more of the power 
of habit. 

From all this you may learn 2k first thiDg 
about habit^ which is, that up to a certain 
point it is easier to do a thing which we have 
already done ; and that, however difficult it 
be at first, yet by practice and patience, and 
this wonderful power of habit, it comes at last 
to be easy enough. 

But now, a second thing I want you to ob- 
serve about habit is, that after you have done 
some things once, you have a tendency, or even 
a desire, to do them again, and often from no 
better or no other reason than that you have 
done them once, I have said " some things," 
for this is not true about everything. When 
you have burned your hand by accident, you 
take all the care you can not to do it a second 
time. But if the thing be evil, the desire to 
repeat it is almost sure to follow the doing of 
it once. And if it is done a second, and a third 
time, and what we call a " habit " be thus 
formed, it gets daily stronger and stronger. 

Think of a little boy taking snuffi The first 
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pinch of it is horrid. It makes him sick, and 
he wishes he were only once well rid of it ; 
but he comes back to it, and back, and comes 
so often that he gets into the habit of it, and 
at length he is its slave, and cannot find peace 
without it, nor much peace with it. 

And it is so with that horrid tobacco. Taken 
in any shape or form, it is the most disgust- 
ing, dirty, costly habit possible ; and it grows 
upon you, and soon gathers such strength that 
even strong men are often bound by it in 
slavery. 

You can easily avoid this bondage, if you 
wilL This filthy habit has no hold of you at 
present. Now is the time of your strength. 
Resolve this very day, therefore, never to touch, 
taste, or handle, and you will be thankful all 
your days to be free. 

It is so, also, in the case of all strong drinka 
They are not pleasant at first. It is only by 
persisting in taking them that they cease to be 
disagreeable to us ; and by-and-by begin to be 
pleasant, and at last come to be necessary. A 
habit is formed ; you become a drunkard — a 
horrid wreck in body and in soul, for time and 
eternity. 
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But Qod has made nearly all intoxicating 
drinks unpleasant to us at firsthand those which 
are not are rare and costly, to teach us to use 
them only as medicine. You know that all 
medicines are nauseous. We only take them 
when we are ill, and as a matter of necessity. 
We should use all intoxicating drinks in the 
same way, and then they will do us good 
If we do not, then they may ruin us entirely, 
and for ever. 

Now, further, we should turn this po^wer 
of habit to good account. By persisting in 
doing a thing, we soon get accustomed to do 
it ; and even though we do not find any plea- 
sure in it at first, but the reverse, yet, in the 
end, we both get accustomed to it and find 
pleasure therein. When we begia to do right, 
we may not find it so pleasant as we expected ; 
but we have only to persist in doing rightly, 
and we will soon come to find it the very joy 
of our heart. 

Then there is a third thing I want you 
to notice about habit, and it is, that when we 
have acquired a bad habit, we get no good out 
of it, but the reverse. A man who has a bad 
liabit is, at the very best, only up to your level 
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without it And he finds so many disagree- 
able things connected with it, — ^its cost — ^the 
time it takes, — ^the trouble it gives him, — the 
annoyance of being often obliged to do with- 
out it — and the end is, that his habit is a 
source of misery to him all the days of his 
life. 

You should see all these things tww, my 
dear young friend ; for now is the time in 
which you may successfully and easily fight the 
battle against all bad habits. It is very easy . 
for you to pull a seedling up by the roots ; but 
try your hand against the oak in the forest. 
You could stem and turn aside a mighty river 
with your bare foot, if you could only get to 
its source ; but try it mid-way down, — ^try it, 
above all, when the waves of ocean rumble in 
your ears ! 

You should notice these things at the very 
commencement of your life. You should watch 
yourself just now, when your habits are form- 
ing. Whenever you feel a strong desire for 
anything, or to do anything, ask. Is this right? 
Is it necessary ? If it is right and necessary, 
then go on. If it is not right, — if God has 
forbidden it, — ^if God's word is against it, then 
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stop. Say to yourself — ^If I let this go on, 
it will gather, and grow, and become a mighty 
river, so great that it will sweep me on with 
it, and carry me drifting down, and out into 
the great ocean. 

Is it necessary t Can I not do without it? 
If so, I must take it ; do it. But if I can do 
without it, I had better let it alone, for the 
fewer wants I have, the better it is for me. 
I may easily have too many wants; I can 
scarcely have too few. The fewer the better. 

Then I have to state a contrast, for k fourth 
thing. It is this : while the pleasure of a bad 
habit increases up to a certain point, it then 
begins to diminish, and often ends in positive 
and unmixed pain. But while a good habit 
may give us pain at first, when we are form- 
ing it, this pain gradually grows less and less, 
and then it becomes pleasure, which grows and 
increases almost without any limit, even in this 
world. So, you see, tiiese two things are quite 
contrary. Bad habits begin with pleasure and 
end with pain in this world, and pain, and 
nothing but pain, in the next: but good habits, 
though they do not always give pain at the 
beginning, do so very often ; and they always 
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end with pleasure in this world, and a pleasure 
that is everlasting in the world to come. 

You can see, from all I have said, how de- 
sirable a thing it wiU be for you to take good 
care — first, that you have not formed any bad 
habits already ; then to consider whether you 
have formed any good ones. And further, to 
see how very proper it will be for you to de- 
termine, from this time, in God's strength, 
these two things, — -first, by God's help, never 
to form any bad habit ; and second, to begin 
now to form some good habits, that may go and 
grow with you for ever. 

And that you may do the first of these, 
you must always be giving heed to yoursel£ 
You must watch your thoughts and actions, 
and try to make sure that they are in accord- 
ance with God's word and will. You know 
that a ship needs a man at the helm night 
and day. There the man stands, in all weathers, 
and at all hours. His eye is never ofif the 
compass ; his hand is never off the helm. We, 
too, need watching to keep us right. And 
after we have watched and worked as much 
as we can, we must always look up, and ask 
God to watch for us, and to work in us. 
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I need not tell you, I hope, what the bad 
habits are which you are to avoid. All those 
I have spoken about already you will shun, I 
jun sure, as you would shun the plague. But, 
generally, you are carefully to avoid all bad 
habits in food, in dress, in speech, and jn 
manners. And you are to look within, and 
see that there are no bad habits already rooted 
And growing there. All bad thoughts and de- 
sires, — all wishing evil to others, — all pride 
and naughtiness, — ^all sulky humours, — ^all un- 
gbdliness and foolishness, — all that you know 
to be evil, you are to avoid as you would flee 
from death itself. You should always try to 
remember, that when you have committed a 
sin a second time, there is a great likelihood 
that it will return on you a third time, and 
then a fourth, and that thus a habit is form- 
ing ; the net is closing in around you ; the 
J)rison door is shutting closer upon you ; you 
should therefore watch against all these ap- 
proaches of sin, as the rich man watches against 
the midnight thief 

And in order that you njay watch well, you 
should try to see the end in the beginning. 
You should say to yourself, " This sin, which 
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now looks so fair and beautiful, in a few days 
will be withered and dry ; in a few more days 
it will be grim and ghastly as the shadow of 
death. It promises pleasure now ; but it has 
pain in its bosom. This flower has a thorn ; 
the^end of these things is death." 

And that you may watch well, you must 
pray well. Prayer makes you watchful, and 
watching keeps you prayerful. You must look 
up to God, and cry, " Lord Jesus, come and 
help a little child to watch against evil habits, 
evil thoughts, and evil words." He knows 
well that you ought both to watch and pray, 
and therefore he will help you both to watch 
and ta pray. And, what is more and better, 
if you watch and pray, he will watch over you 
and pray for you. See what you get by 
watching and praying : you get the watching 
of the Lord Jesus, whose eyes ftre as a flame 
of fire, and run through the whole earth ; and 
you get his prayers, — ^the prayers of Him whom 
the Father heareth always. 

Now, the second thing is, that you are to 
see to the formation of good habits. I will 
mention a few of the good habits you should 
set about acquiring, if you have not already 
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together, in heaven, beside Jesus, that they 
both thus set themselves to seek the Lord 1 
Go thou and do likewise, my dear little friend, 
and the Lord will bless you too, and prosper 
you in all your ways. 

A second good habit you should seek ear- 
nestly to acquire, is that of daily reading a 
portion of the word of God. this is the very 
lowest that you should content yourself with. 
I do not mean that you should merely read 
over a few verses, as a hasty and hurried task; 
but that you should try hard to understand 
and remember a portion of the word of God 
daily. This was David's way — " Thy word 
have I hid in my heart." You should first 
understand it, and then get a fast hold of it, 
and hide it in your heart Put your heart 
round it Do you understand me ? 

If you do this, it will be daily bread to 
your soul. It will make your heart dean, 
and pure, and true, and healthy, and strong. 
It will make you wise,— even wise unto sal- 
vation, like little Timothy. Without this in- 
struction your soul cannot live or grow. It 
will become lean, and starved, and withered, 
and dry, — as fuel fit only for the fiaming fire. 
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I said that reading was the lowest that you 
should content yourself with. I would re- 
commend that you do more than merely read, 
that you should commit a portion to memory 
every day. And if you cannot get a verse, 
or more, learned every day, then learn as 
much as you can, and as often as you possibly 
can« This is a matter of exceeding import- 
ance to young people, for various reasons. 
And diiefly for these reasons: that when you 
are young, your memory is stronger than when 
you are old. What you learn now, you wiU 
remember perfectly when you are old. I find 
that I forget things that I learned with great 
application a few years ago, or even within a 
few months, whereas I remember perfectly 
what I learned when I was a boy. God says, 
*' They that seek me early shall find me ;" and 
one of the ways in which he makes this true 
to us is, that we remember, when we are old, 
the good words we learned when we were 
young. I have often to thank God that I 
learned so much of the Bible when I was a 
boy. What a treasure it is to me now ! 

Besides, you can learn much more easily 
and quickly at your present age than you will 
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things hard to be understood ? Do you think 
I am writing riddles for you ? Then go to God 
and ask him to interpret them for you. Pray, 
"Lord, make me weak in myself, that I may 
be strong in thee/' 

I cannot press too keenly upon you the 
necessity of your seeking to have this habit of 
heart If you gain this battle, you are already 
more than a conqueror ; you have gained the 
whole battle of life : none can conquer you ; 
the devil cannot overcome you ; death cannot 
kill you ; the grave cannot bury you ; you 
have a life that cannot die — ^a life that is hid 
with Christ in God. And what is that worth? 
If you do not get that, what does it matter 
what you get, or do not get? What shall it 
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul; or what shall a man 
give in exchange for his soul? Lay not up 
for yourselves treasures upon earth, where 
moth and rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and steal ; but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 
do not break through nor steal; for where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
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A fourth habit which you should carefully 
form iSj that of regular attendance on the 
public worship of God. For this purpose you 
should begin early. Lose no opportunity of 
hearing the gospel preached, whether it be on 
the week-day or the Sabbath. Let nothing 
but positive ill health hinder you. If you are 
able to go, do not stay at home. If you stay 
at home even once, you cannot do so and re- 
main in idlenesa Tou will find something to 
do, and you will try to find out something 
pleasant. That pleasant thing will tempt you 
again, and may again succeed. A habit is 
soon formed, and you may stay away alto- 
gether, miss the preaching of the gospel, get a 
little pleasure, or what is so called, and lose 
your soul. 

Strive hard, therefore, to acquire the habit 
of diligent, regular, and punctual attendance 
on the public worship of God. You need it. 
You need all the instruction, all the warning, 
all the stirring up, you get there. You need 
all that is to be had there ; the public praises 
of God, and the common prayers to him, — ^you 
need it all. Without it, your soul will not 
live, thrive, and be in health. If you neglect 
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this part of your duty, you become a Sabbath- 
breaker, and be sure that here lies the root of 
much evil. Sabbath-breaking never yet did 
stand alone. It is a sin that must have com- 
panions. It is a sin that loosens the foun- 
dations of all good-doing and good-being ; so 
you must beware of it. And the surest way 
of preventing it is, by acquiring habits of 
regular Sabbath-keeping. Fill up your whole 
Sabbath with good works, good thoughts, and 
good reading, and then your week-days will 
pass cheerily round. It is a favourite saying 
among old divines, — "The way to prevent 
the possibility of a bushel's being filled with 
chafi^, is to fill it with wheat." So, fill your 
bushel with wheat, my dear young friends ; 
that is, fill up the time of your whole Sabbath- 
day with regular engagements and pious 
duties, and you will thus be effectually pre- 
served from all Sabbath-breaking. Nobody 
can put chaff into your bushel after you have 
thus filled it with wheat. 

Now, these, four things include aU that is 
most important to know and observe concern- 
ing good habits. These are the main pillars 
of the whole building. If you look well to 
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these four comers, all the rest will go well and 
stand strong. If any of these four go wrong, 
all the rest will go wrong with it. So you 
must give good heed to each, and to all of 
them ; you must feel that life, life eternal, de- 
pends on your diligent watching over yourself 
in all these respects. 

But in addition to these, there are many 
more bad habits which you must avoid, and 
many more good ones which you must form. 
I will mention one or two of the good ones. 
Punctuality is one of them. You should be 
punctual in all things. You will save much 
of your own time by observing thi« carefully ; 
and, what is as important, you will save much 
of the time that belongs to others. Never be 
"too late" if you can at all avoid it. At 
school, at church, when you grow up, in all 
matters of business, set your time, and keep 
it. This is a habit, and can be acquired like 
other habits; and you will find it of the 
greatest importance in all matters both of the 
soul and the body, — ^for this world and the 
next. 

Another habit which you should diligently 
set yourself to acquire is, truthfulness. You 
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know that " all liars " have their portion in 
the lake that burneth with fire and brimstone, 
which i^ the second death. Lying is the 
very opposite of God's nature, and he hates 
all lies and liars ; the devil is the father of 
them. You must, therefore, speak the bare, 
naked, rigid truth. Acquire the doing of this 
as a habit, and you will keep it. If you once 
get into the way of saying what is untrue in 
little things, or in things of no importancci 
the habit will grow upon you, and your word 
will come at last to be no more to be trusted 
than the idle wind. Never flinch fix)m the 
truth. Depend on it, whatever evil jnay 
follow on your speaking the truth, much 
more evil will be sure to follow on your 
saying what is not true. The path of truth 
is ever the path of safety. No real evil 
can ever happen to you so long as you 
keep God's law; and to speak the truth 
always is the commandment of the living 
God. 

Another habit you should cultivate care- 
fully is, strict honesty. Take nothing that is 
not yours; accept nothing that does not belong 
to you from any one but the owner of it. 
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Do this in the least things. Be rigidly honest 
in the smallest matters. Get into the habit 
of being so. Never break through yiis rigid 
rule. If it is a little thing, then, simply be- 
cause it is little, let it alone. If it is little, 
it is not worth making yourself a thief to get 
possession of it. You can never keep long 
what you do not honestly come by. The 
curse of God is upon it, and it can never do 
you^good. Be quite sure of this, for it is 
quite true. The only thing you can keep 
with God's blessing, is what you get by God's 
blessing. So never ask. What do others 
do ?^ but ask. Is it right? Is it mine? 
Have I a just claim to this? Is there no 
other person who has a right to this thing 
but I? Keep only your own things; set 
no part of your heart on the things of 
others. 

There is another habit of importance which 
you should early seek to acquire: I mean the 
habit of giving. This is not so often dwelt 
upon as it should be. The natural desire of 
most of us is rather to save, even to hoard, 
than to give. It is well to learn habits of 
saving ; but do not save all, or you will lose 
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all. Get both habits, — ^the habit of right 
giving, as well as of right saving. It would 
be far better to spend money and time fool- 
ishly, than to save them both foolishly. You 
know time is very precious, much more pre- 
cious than money. What would you think 
of a man who saved all his time ; that is, of 
a man who did nothing at all, but spent lus 
days in total idleness, and called it " saving 
his time V Would not that be to lose it all? 
Well, it is even so with a man who does not 
use his money rightly. If he hoards it all, 
he loses it all. The right way is to save well, 
and to spend well Keep carefully, and give 
liberally. Do both these things, and you 
will be not only a wise, but also a good man 
when you grow up, if God spare and bless 
you. Give, therefore ; but do not give to 
anybody, much less not to everybody, who 
asks. But give wisely, and cheerfully, and 
thankfully, remembering the words of the 
Lord Jesus, how he said that it is more blessed 
to give than to receive. 

There are many more habits of great im- 
portance besides these ; but on them I need 
not dwell. I take it for granted that you 
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now see the necessity, or have already seen it, 
of being habitually clean and tidy ; of being 
aflEable, and civil, and obliging to everybody, 
both rich and poor. I have only pointed 
out what I thought required to be en- 
forced by a word or two, but I do not feel 
that I need say anything about these latter 
habits. 

And now, my gentle little reader, I have 
come to my parting words with you. The 
last thing, and the first thing, I have ever to say 
to you is, — Seek the Lord Jesus ; seek him, 
and seek him till you have found him ; and 
when you have found him, seek to know him 
more, and to obey and love him better. I 
often see a little boy trying to walk alone 
through the crowded streets. But he has not 
gone far till first one by-passer and then an- 
other knocks him about sadly. So he lifts up 
his eye to his father, and stretching up his 
hand, lays hold of his father's hand, and then 
he marches along right bravely. This is 
what you must do, my little friend. You 
never can walk safely through this busy world 
alone. Lift up your eye, and behold the 
strong, kind hand of the Lord Jesus, and of 
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your Father in heaven ; seize hold, and keep 
hold of him, and you will walk safely through 
life, and death will be life to you. So be it. 
Amen and Amen. 

A FSATES. 

Come, Holy Spirit of our €h)d. 
And deaiue my sonl in Jesu's blood ! 
O come, tbou holy heayenly Dove, 
And teach my heart my God to love t 
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VIII. 

SAFE PLACE FOR A CHILD'S 
HEART. 

'*M]r son, give me thine heart"— Fbot. zziU. 26. 

|Y Dear Young Friend, — You know, 
I suppose, who it is that says to you, 
" Give me thine heart V It is God ; 
the great God who made heaven and earth. 
It is that God who made you, and keeps you 
night and day. And you know, also, that 
though he only says, " My son,"' he means, also, 
" My daughter." It is as much addressed to 
the one as to the other. 

I am, first, to try to make you understand 
the meaning of this commandment, and how 
you are to obey it ; and, second, I am to give 
you some reasons why you should set about 
obeying this precious precept without any de- 
lay. I stop my pen here to pray that God's 
Holy Spirit may give me light, and strength 
of mind, to enable me to make all this plain 
to you ; do you also pause, and pray that the 
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Spirit may enable you to understand what I 
write, and give you grace to put it all in prac- 
tice. 

First, then, I am to try to make plain to 
you the meaning of this precept, " Give me 
thine heart." Did you ever have a pet bird? 
It was all your own ; you fed it daily. When 
you came first in to see it in the morning, it 
greeted you with a glad and joyous chirrup. 
It hopped to that part of its cage which was 
nearest j'^ou, turned its head towards you, and 
looked cheerily at you, with its little round 
dark eye. Then it came out at your call, and 
sat on your finger, and jumped on to your 
shoulder, and pecked at your ear, and all the 
while its merry notes of welcome came pour- 
ing forth so softly and so sweetly. You thought 
about it as you lay in bed in the morning ; 
when you were from home you wearied to see 
your little bird ; when you returned, it was 
a chief part of your pleasure to . see your 
feathered friend. But, alas ! one day it died ; 
some accident befell it, or old age caused its 
decay, and it died. You remember your grief? 
How great was that blank, and how dark 
that day, when you saw it stretched cold and 
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stiff, with its little eyes shut, and its dear 
sweet voice gone silent for ever ! Your heart 
was heavy, and sore, and desolate, and empty. 
You cared for nothing. Every hour you missed 
your fond favourite. Again and again the grief 
rose fi-esh in your heart, as you thought that 
you should see and hear your dear little bird 
no more. Well, you had set your heart on 
that pet bird. You had given it your heart 
When God says to you here, " Give me thine 
heart," he means that you are to have him in 
your heart in some such way as you held that 
bird, even more constantly and more lovingly. 
He wants you to think about him all day long, 
as you do about any thing or person you love. 
He wants you to think about him, and love 
him the first thing in the morning, and the 
last thing at night. It is his desire that, as 
you walk about, you should lift up your heart 
and i^eak to him ; that you should thank hinx 
whenever you get any mercy from him ; that 
you should pray to him whenever you see any 
difficulty in the way ; that you should weary 
for him if anything should keep you busy for 
a while, so that you cannot get to think about 
him. You know how much you weary to see 
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your pet bird, or your pet dog, when you are 
at school, or away from home ; and how quickly 
you rush to the place where it is, so soon as 
you are set free. This is what Ood seeks ; 
this is what he means, when he says, " My son, 
give me thine heart/' 

You know, that when we speak of " the 
heart" we mean to speak about love, or fear, 
or joy, or hope, or trust, or some affection of 
the same kind. When you love a person, or 
thing, very dearly, then we say you have 
given it your heart. And love always carries 
with it these other four affections, if not also 
all the rest ; for coniltder — 

1. When you love a person, there is always 
" fear" accompanying it You fear to offend 
the person you love. If you love your mother 
very truly, and very dearly, then you fear to 
offend her. You cannot disobey her command- 
ment, lest she should be angry with you. 

2. And when you love a person, there is, 
also, always "joy " accompanying it How 
happy the heart is that is full of love ! How 
happy and full of joy you are when you lay 
your head on your mother's lap, and when, with 
her kind, gentle, soft hand smoothing your 
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hair, and patting your cheek, you look up 
joyfully into her loving eyes, as she repeats 
some hymn to you, or tells you stories of Jesus 
Christ, who is the way, and the truth, and the 
life I How happy and joyful you are in this 
love of your dear, dear mother ! So, you see, 
there is "joy " in love. " There is no fear " — 
that is, there is no terror — " in love; for per- 
fect love casteth out fear." 

3. And there is " hope " in love. When 
you love a person, and are removed from him 
by distance, you always " hope " for the day or 
the hour that shall bring you together again. 
When your little bird died^ your love lived long 
after it was gone, but your hope died with it. 
TLey who love God haveahope that maketh not 
ashamed. They hope to see his face in glory. 

4. And there is "trust"' in love. You trust 
the person you love. You trust your mother 
with perfect confidence. You hruyo) that she 
will do you all the good she can. Nobody 
could persuade you to believe that she could 
do you any harm. You know that she will 
always give you the best things she has, and 
keep you from every evil thing over which she 
has any power. So, to love God is to trust God. 
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Now, you see that love contains in it all 
these affections of the heart. They are all 
connected, more or less closely, with love. And 
when I have said to you, " Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thine heart," I have 
said, in other words, Thou shalt give thine 
heart to God. And so we may see that we 
are pretty near the meaning of this command- 
ment of God, " to give him our heart,*' when 
we say it means very much just " to love God 
with all our heart" 

But I said that I was also to try to make 
you understand how you are to obey this pre- 
cept. And, that I may do so, consider that 
you do not love any person whom you do not 
know. Knowledge is necessary to love. You 
must know a person before you can love him. 
It is not always necessary that you should see 
him ; but it is always necessary that you should 
know him. A kind friend may send you lov- 
ing letters and precious presents from a £Eir 
country ; and, though you never saw him, you 
may love him very dearly, because pf all his wise 
sayings and good words to you in his letters, 
and because of all the good things he sends you, 
and all the good he does you through others. 
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And it is thus that we come to know God. 
And when we know him, it is thus that we 
love Him whom, having not seen, we love. 

He sends us kind presents, not only every 
day, but every moment. Who keeps your 
heart beating, your body living and growing, 
your blood circulating ? Who gives you all 
your kind friends, and health, and strength, 
and ten thousand mercies every day ? It is 
God; it is God, the great God, who made 
heaven and earth. And you know what lov- 
ing letters he sends you from the far country, 
from his own bright and beautiful home in 
heaven ? What is this text, about which I am 
writing, but a small part of one of God's letters 
to you ? The Bible is just a bundle of the 
letters which God has sent to you. And how 
full of wisdom, kindness, goodness, and love, 
they are ! Never were such letters penned. 
Holy men of old spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost. 

But God himself is a spirit. He is not 
composed of flesh, and blood, and bones, as we 
are. He is a spirit, like our souls. Our 
souls, you know, were at first made in the 
image of God. And, as a spirit, God is un- 
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searchable. Who can, by searching, find out 
God? No man hath seen Grod at any tima 
But God became man. The Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt amongst us. God the Son, 
without ceasing to be God, became also mac, 
took OUT nature, and dwelt in Judea. Jesus 
Christ was a man, like any other man, only 
he was altogether perfect, and entirely with- 
out sin. You can know him; and when you 
know him, you know God. You can leam by 
knowing to love him, and to love him is to 
love God ; and that is to obey the command 
of which we are speaking, and to give your 
heart to God 

And, that you may know him, you must 
seek his Holy Spirit to enlighten your mind, 
and teach your heart; and then you must read 
his holy word, which, from beginning to end- 
ing, testifies of Jesua You must see how he 
loved you, how he took all your sins upon 
him, and bore the wrath and curse of God 
that was due to you on account of them. 
You must see how he obeyed the whole law 
of God for you, so that when God accepts you 
in him, he accepts you as altogether righteoua 
You must see how great was the love that 
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brought him from heaven's glory to earth's 
misery, to do and endure all this for you. 

You must see how meek and lowly, how 
pitiful and kind, how gentle and affable, and 
very good and loving, and wise and holy he was 
and is. And you must think that he is near 
you, looking in at your heart, with his whole 
soul yearning after you, seeking to take you 
up in his arms, and carry you in his bosom. 
You must think and think about all this, tiU 
your heart glows and bums with love to him; 
and when you love him, you wiU know how 
to fear to offend him. You will know how 
deep and true is the joy that comes in with 
the love of Christ. You will know Aope, the 
hope that maketh not ashamed. And, when 
you love him, you will also trust him, with all 
your heart, for all that you need. You will 
get all the things necessary for you in this life. 
You will be filled with the peace of God that 
passeth understanding. And when you die, 
you will go to the bright heaven of God, to 
dwell amid the praises of saints and angels, 
and to sing for ever with all the happiness and 
all the joy of your Lord. 

This, in a brief way, is the meaning of the 

N 
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precept of which we are speaking. This is 
the meaning of giving your heart to God, and 
this is the way to do it. Have you thus 
given your heart to God? Do you love him 
better than fieither and mother, and sister and 
brother? Do you think often about Jesus, 
and what he has done, and is doing for you 1 
Do you often converse with him, in reading 
his word and in prayer; — or, is your heart 
filled with other things, so that God is shut 
out? If you think that you are still without 
God, listen to me a little longer, while, in the 
aecoTid place, I give you some reasons why you 
should give your heart to God without any 
further delay: — 

And, Jvrst, God commanda you. It would 
be a great thing if God only permitted us to 
give him our heart; but God does not only per- 
mit^ he cornmxinda us to love him with all 
our heart. Now, if we let one single day, 
or one single hour, pass over our heads, 
without loving God, we are disobeying his 
commandment. Think how terrible a thing 
it is for a strong man to set himself against 
the God that made and still upholds him, 
and to say, "I will not I" when God says, 
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"Thou shalt" But think how much more ter* 
rible a thing it is for a weak ancL feeble child 
to set itself against the Lord Jesus Christ I 
God has a right to command you. You ought 
to say, like Samuel, "Speak, Lord, for thy 
servant heareth ;" and, like Paul, "Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do ?" 

Did you ever think of this ? Did you ever 
think that you are breaking God's first and 
greatest commandment every day, and all day 
long, while you remain without love to God, 
and Jesus Christ whom he has sent? I have 
seen a spoilt and petted child refusing to obey 
his mother's commandment. I have seen him 
struggling with all his little strength, and 
holding back with all his energy, screaming 
and shouting, as he refused to do what he was 
told, or to go where he was bidden. He would 
be this way, while his mother would have him 
that. His mother's face was sorrowful; her 
heart was full of grief at the rebellion of her 
child. This was a terrible sight to see. But 
oh, my young friend, to see a little child resist- 
ing the Lord Jesus Christ is a more terrible 
sight still I It is the most mournful sight 
that the eyes of men or angels can see. Do not 
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any longer resist the gentle Jesus, who became 
a child to draw you to himself, but give him 
your heart, your whole heart 

A second reason why you should give your 
heart to God without any delay is, that it is 
out of repair and wants mending. It is 
diseased and wants healing. It will never be 
right till you go to God with ijL You will 
never know peace or rest till you have given 
him your heart. God made it, and he alone 
can mend it. The heart is a delicate machine, 
and none can mend it but the Maker of it. 

I once had a lamp that got out of repair, 
and would not bum. I took it to a man who 
professed to be able to mend it. When it 
was brought back, I had to pay a good deal 
of money for the repairing of it; but I found 
that it burned no better. It was like the 
woman spoken of in the Gospel, who spent all 
her living on physicians, and was nothing the 
better, but rather the worse. So I took my 
lamp, first to one place, and then to another, 
but I found that the process of repair was 
wearing it out ; and, last of all, I took it 
where I ought to have taken it at first, to the 
man who made it, and he soon returned it^ 
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working perfectly, and burning brightly. 
Now, it is thus with your heart. You may 
go here and there, to this man and that, to 
this scheme and that, but you will get no 
better, but rather grow worse. You will never 
get well till you go straight to the Great 
Physician. He cures all who come to him, 
without money and without price. God alone 
can search your heart to its depth, and cure 
all its diseases. God alone knows it. God 
alone can make it whole. God alone can 
satisfy it. He alone can fill it; his love alone 
can nourish it ; his fietvour alone is life for the 
soul. Go to God, therefore, and go to him 
now. Every day you stay away makes your 
heart harder, worse, more difficult of cure. 
Go to God, therefore, now, and he will cause 
your heart to bum brightly with the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord Lay 
down this little book ; and if you are alone, 
kneel down upon your knees, and ask him to 
teach you, to draw you to himself, to enable 
you to give him your heart 

A thi/rd reason is this, — Your heart is a 
precious thing ; and precious things should be 
placed where they may be kept safely. Your 
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heart is yourself It is your most precious 
thing. If you lose that, all is lost "What 
shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul ?" It is precious things 
which thieves set themselves to steal Thieves 
do not steal sand or stonea It is gold and 
jewels, and the like precious things, for which 
they lie in wait Your heart is a precious 
thing. There are thousands lying in wait to 
steal it. It is only safe in one place. If you 
give it to God, it is safe. If you keep it your- 
self, or give it to any other person to keep, it 
is lost. 

When you get some precious thing, you do 
not carry it with you when you go out. You 
do not leave it lying about anywhere by 
chance. You give it to some older, wiser 
friend, to keep for you. You give it to one 
who has a safe place to put it in. Now, Grod 
alone can keep your heart. With him alone 
it is safe. Do you know what the apostle 
Paul said, when be was an old man, and near 
death ? This is what he said : " I know whom 
I have believed, and am persuaded that He is 
able to keep that which I have committed to 
Him until that day.'' He had committed his 
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heart, his whole heart, to God's keeping. Axid 

it was safe there. This apostle has it now. 

He is enjoying the full blessing of the glory 

of God ; and many thousands, who kept their 

own hearts when this apostle lived, are now 

howling over their lost souls in the depths of 

darkness and despair. What if you lose your 

heart ? What if you grow up a little longer 

with your heart fixed and fastened on that on 

which it is now set, and it should cleave and 

cling to it for ever, and you, too, should be 

cast down to hell, to dwell there through all 

eternity, — a lost soul ! Oh, my little friend, 

the time is precious ! Every day, every hour 

is precious ! If you lose a piece of money you 

may find it again ; lost health may be recovered; 

a lost character may be regained by pains and 

prayers ; but a lost soul can never be restored. 

The fourth reason why you should give 

your heart to God, without delay, is this, — 

You will never regret it if you do; and you 

will regret it many times here, and possibly 

through all eternity hereafter, if you do not. 

This may seem to you a very weak reason ; but 

it is not so in reality. Do you know what a 

bitter thing regret, remorse, is ? Do you know 
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how Bore the heart may become when grieving 
over a thing that is done, and. that can never, 
never, be undone ? If you could hear "the re- 
pinings and bitter wailings of those who are 
now in hell, through neglecting to give their 
heart early to God; you would know that this 
is a most weighty reason. 

How foolish a thing it is, if a man is going 
a long and tiresome journey, for him to walk 
along a road which he knows he must travel 
back again before he can get into the right 
way I But this is the very thing a child is 
doing who does not give his heart to Grod, so 
soon as he is able to understand the way to 
do it You must either travel back over 
every foot of the way you are now going, if 
you have not given your heart to Gk)d, or else 
it leads to hell, and will land you in that pit 
of death, from which there is no return. 

But if you, this very day, obey this precept^ 
and give all your heart's love and trust to God 
in Christ, then you will never repent it. In 
this world, every day will make you more and 
more certain that you have done right ; and 
when you are dead, ^ and your soul has been 
carried by angels to the bosom of Jesus, then 
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how thankful you will be ! Every hour you 
will be thankful that you began at all, that 
you began so sooa Your only regret will be 
that you did not begin sooner. Come, then, 
my dear young friend, and let this very moment 
be the turning-point of your life. This very 
day give your heart to that gracious, glorious 
God, who so earnestly seeks it. 

A fifth reason which you may consider is 
this, — God is not asking you to do an un- 
reasonable thing. He does not bid you do a 
bad, but a good thing. What you are asked 
and urged to do, is not bad, but good for you. 
Yea, it is the very best thing to which you 
could be invited. It is better than the thing 
you are now doing. It is beyond all question 
better figur, not only than all that you now have, 
but bett^ &r than all that your heart can 
covet or desire, if it is not God. All good 
comes from God. Whatever you desire, if it 
is good, is in God, and comes from God. If 
it is not good, then it is from the devil But, 
I say, if it is good it is in God, and comes 
from God. And if you come to God, and give 
him your heart, then you not only get all that 
you now desire, but more, if it will do you any 
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good. And you will get God's love and God's 
blessing with it all, and oh, how much better 
that makes everything ! 

Let me say all that over again, for it is the 
truest thing possible, and well worth repeating. 
All that you either now desire, or ever can desire, 
and can get^ in this world, is either good or bad. 
If it is good, then it is from God ; it is God's. 
If it is bad, it is the devil's, or it is from the 
devil You would not like to take anything 
that is the devil's, would you ? You would 
not like to get your joy and pleasure from 
him ? The swift and sure end of that is death 
and helL But if it is a good thing that you 
are now . enjoying, or coveting, or ever may 
come to enjoy or covet, then it is God's. It 
comes from God. If you go to God, and dwell 
in and with him, you get that, and get it law- 
fully ; you get it with that sweet relish, the 
love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Now, this is worth considering well. 

What a great thing it is to be asked to 
give our heart to God! All the beautiful 
things you ever saw are God's. He made 
them all, and they are all his. The fair 
flowers that bloom in beauty are all hia The 
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birds that sing so sweetly are all hi& He 
feeds them all daily, and tunes their little 
throats, and teaches them how to warble forth 
their joyous songs. The bright and golden 
stars that shine so silently in the great blue 
arch of heaven are all his. Heaven is his. 
The mighty angels who fly with silken wings 
through its glorious courts are all his. All 
that is beautiful, and good, and true, is his, 
and is from him. If you come to him, you 
get all that he has. You become an heir of 
God, and are God's own child: and your 
Father in heaven will be kinder and better 
fitr to you than aAy earthly father can ba 

But, last of all, and best of all, Jesus Christ 
is his. He is God's own Son. God gave him 
to die for ua He came down to this earth : 
here he lived and died for us. 

You get Jesus Christ when you give your 
heart to God. Ychi get Jesus Christ to be 
your Saviour. You get all his righteousness. 
You get all his holiness. His death is ac- 
cepted for yours, and you live, and live for 
ever. You get Christ to be your prophet. 
He will come and teach you ; and they learn 
fast whom Christ teaches. 
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You get him to be your priest. He under- 
takes the whole work of your salvation for 
you. He intercedes for you at the right hand 
of the Father. 

You get him to be your king. He rules 
in you, over you, and for you. He subdues 
all your sins^ and restrains, and will finally 
conquer, all your enemies. 

You get him to be your Inend. And oh, 
he is the very kindest and best of friends ! 
He sticks dose to you. Sickness does not 
drive him away. Poverty does not make him 
forsake you. He cleaves and clings all the 
closer to you thea Even death does not 
separate you from him. He goes with you 
through its deep, dark, cold waters, and, lead- 
iiig you by the hand, he brings you in safety 
to his own bright and beautiful home, where 
all is joy and glory, beyond all my powers of 
speech or thought to tell you about. 

Is not this a great thing ? It is all this, 
and much more than all this, to which you 
are called. You are only asked to come and 
take these good things. 

Is not this all true ? Then why do you 
delay to take them ? What reason can you 
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give to me, or to yourself for putting off this 
surrender of your heart to any other period 
whatever ? You do not usually put off other 
good things. You are rather glad to get them 
as soon as you can. Now, to give your heart 
to God is a good thing, and not a bad. Why 
then should you delay the doing of it ? 

There are many more reasons besides these 
that might be urged; but if you consider 
these well and prayerfully, you will find that 
each one of them is sufficient and unanswer- 
able. What, then, must be the combined 
force of them all I I wish to ask you a very 
plain question: Have you given your heart 
to God ? If you have, you are blessed and 
happy now, and will be so for ever and 
ever. Can you say you have ? Are you sure 
you have ? If you have not, then I have an- 
other question to ask you : What is the reason 
why you have not given your whole heart to 
God ? Have you any reason ? Is there any- 
thing that stands between you and God, and 
what is it ? Could ^ou tell me what it is ? 
Would you be ashamed to tell me what it is ? 
Whatever it is, dash it to the earth ; put your 
foot on it, and crush it in the dust Oh, what 
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a wretchedly wicked thing that must be, which 
stands between the heart of a child and the 
Qod that made and maintains it ! 

Do you intend to give your heart to God 
at some future period ? This is a common 
delusion. It is the road by which thousands, 
and tens of thousands of children, and old 
people also, have gone down to the pit. Be 
sm^e of this, that whatever you thus put oflF 
to a future period is a thing which you dislika 
It is dislike that is the root of all delay. 
This dislike, if it is strong now, will be 
stronger to-morrow, and each succeeding day 
will add strength to it. And when the day 
comes on which you have determined to seek 
Qod, and give him your heart, the dislike 
will be so much stronger that it wiQ be easy 
to find an excuse for putting it off to some 
still future day. And thus things will go on, 
from bad to worse, till you are landed on a 
sick-bed — if what is worse do not happen, and 
you die suddenly — and then yoii will find 
enough to do, without adding to it repentance, 
and all the hard work of a soul seeking God 
So, therefore, everything combines to say to 
you now, "My son, give me thine heart" 
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Besides all this, children die. I have 
stood beside many a short, narrow grave, and 
seen a little, a very, very little coflSn lowered 
down into it ; and then I have seen the grave 
closed, and the turf grow green over the head 
of a young child laid in silence there. Any 
day, and any hour, you may die ; and there- 
fore you should be always ready. 

And now, what say you ? God stands on 
the one side, and, holding out his loving hand 
to you, says, with tenderness in his voice, 
and love in his looks, " My son, give me thine 
heart." On the other side stands a motley 
crew. Each one of them is crying to you, 
" Give your heart to me." There is Mammon, 
the god of gold. He will keep your heart, 
and make it as hard and cold as the iron. 
And there is the god of lust, and there the 
god of this world, and there is drunkenness, 
and there is pleasure; and above them all, 
and hounding them all on, is the devil, stretch- 
ing out his great hand, and saying, — " Give 
me thine heart." Choose ye this day whom 
you will have, and whom you will serve. If 
you choose God, you will choose all goodness, 
grace, and happiness. With him you will get 
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all tme pleasure and joy in this world ; and 
when you come to die you will get strength 
for the last battle, and guidance for the last 
journey. And then God himself will bring 
you into his own happy, happy home, where 
you shall go no more out There you shall 
suffer neither pain nor himger any more for 
ever. And there shall be no night there; for 
the Lamb is the light thereof The gates of 
that city shall never be shut. And there 
shall be no more curse; but the throne of 
God and of the Lamb shall be in it ; and his 
servants shall serve him, and they shall see 
his fia.ce. And God shall wipe away all tears 
fix>m their eyes ; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain ; for the former things 
are passed away. Amen and Amen. 
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IX. 
LOOK, AND LIVE. 

* Look imt4) me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the esrth.**^l8A. xlv. m 
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Deab Young Friends, — ^These are 
peculiar times in which we live. 
The Spirit of God has been poured 
out on many people, — ^in America, in Ireland, 
in Scotland, and now among us at home. And 
it has pleased Qod to call many children to 
himself. More children have been convinced 
of sin, and brought to cast their burden on the 
Lord Jesus than at any former time. I want 
to say a few things to two classes of children, 
who are more numerous, at this time, than I 
have ever known them. 

First, I am to write a few words to those 
children who are in earnest in seeking salva^ 
Hon for their souls, 

I take it for granted that there are such. 
I am to suppose that you have seen and felt 
that sin is an evil and a bitter thing ; tliat 
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Qod will JTiBtly and terribly punish all sin ; 
and that you have become anxious to know 
how you may escape from this the wrath to 
com& Now, I answer to all such questions as 
this about the way of escape, " Look unto me, 
and be saved.*' That is the only reply to such a 
question. There is no other answer. Jesus alone 
can save you from the present power and the 
friture punishment of sin. And he is able to 
save unto the uttermost all that come unto Grod 
by him. I say, then, you must look unto Jesua 

But what does this mean ? A child may ask, 
Where is he? I cannot see him. How am I to 
look ? where am I to look ? and what ami to look 
for ? To such questions as these I am to try to 
give you an answer. I am to try to make you 
understand the meaning of looking unto Jesus. 

You know well who he is. He is the 
second person of the Trinity. He was God, 
and Son of Qod, from all eternity. He became 
man, and was thus Qod and man ; lived in 
Judea, died at Jerusalem, and was there 
buried, and lay three days in the grave. 
Then he rose in glory and power, and went to 
heaven, where he is now seated at the right 
hand of the Father; and there he will remain 
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till he come again a second time without sin 
unto salvation. You cannot, therefore, see 
him with the eye of your body: you must look 
at him with the eye of your mind ; you must 
turn to him the eye of your heart. You see 
him best when the eyes of your body are shut, 
because then the eyes of your mind and heart 
are free to fix themselves steadily on him. He 
sees all your thoughts ; he is present to every de- 
sire of your heart. Night or day, and constantly, 
the Lord Jesus knows all that you think, feel, 
desire. So when you turn your mind and heart 
to him, and thus look at him, he sees you also. 
The text says, " Look unto me." It does 
not say, "Look at me," There is a great 
difference between these two things. It is 
one thing to look at a person, and it is another 
and quite a different thing to look imto a 
person.' Some years ago I went to see the 
Queen as she was riding in procession to open 
the Houses of Parliament. There was a great 
crowd. Each individual of all that dense 
mass of people was looking at the Queen. It 
was a pleasant sight to see. It wa8 curious, 
and interesting, and grand; and then there 
wa3 an end of it After the sight was over 
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we all came home, and each of us went about 
his own business, thinking no more about the 
Queea But while I stood looking at the 
procession, a man pressed his way through the 
crowd. He had a paper in his hand. He 
looked very anxiously to see whether or not 
the Queen was coming. When the royal 
carriage passed him, he threw his petition in, 
and watched very eagerly to see whether it 
was read or not And after aU the crowd had 
dispersed, and that poor man got home, if you 
could have looked in at his heart you would 
have seen that he was still looking at the 
Queen, because he was looking to the Queen 
for something. He was thinking what kind 
of a heart she had, and whether it was likely 
that she woidd have compassion on him. If 
you had told that man how the Queen one 
day took the petition of a poor man, read it, 
and then gave orders that its prayer should 
be granted, how eagerly the man would have 
listened to you ! You might tell him as many 
stories of that sort as you liked. He would 
listen to them all, because each story would 
tell him that it was likely that his own 
petition would be read and answered. And 
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if you could say to the man that you knew 
many thousands of people who had presented 
petitions to the Queen, and that each one of 
them, the least as well as the greatest, had 
been heard and answered ; and that the Queen 
not only gave all that was asked, but always 
gave much more, — how the man would listen I 
And if you could tell him that one day little 
children were carried in the arms of their 
mothers that they might present petitions to 
the Queen ; and how the officials and the busy 
crowd tried to hinder them, but the Queen, 
who has sharp eyes, took notice, and rebuked 
them sternly, and bade the dear little ones 
come near, and hand in their petitions, — ^how 
the man would listen to all this ! He had 
an interest in it all. In saying all this you 
were telling him, in other words, that his 
petition would be read, considered, and granted. 
This man, then, when the procession passed 
along, was not looking at the Queen only; 
he was also looking wrdo her. ^Bte was expect- 
ing something at her hands. And if he got no 
answer to his petition that day, he would still 
keep on waiting, and would still look and look, 
and expect that the answer would coma ^ 
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Now, you must look at Jesus ; that is the 
first thing : but you must also look to Jesus ; 
that is the second thing. You can easily 
look at, and yet not look to ; but you must 
look at in order to your looking to. You 
must look, and continue looking, as one who 
expects something at his hands. You must 
cast your petition into the royal carriage as it 
passes, and then yo\i must wait, and wait^ and 
expect an answer. And I can tell you stories 
about this Royal Jesus to no end, of his re- 
ceiving and answering all petitions. I could 
tell you as many stories about this as would 
lill as many books as you could read in many 
years. And after I had finished my stories 
another could take up the tale ; and we might 
go on speaking and hearing to all eternity, 
and still they would never be all told. But 
there is one thing which no man can tell. 
Nobody ever heard of a petition offered and 
yet not accepted and answered. Nobody 
ever heard of that. And I know that once 
mothers brought children to see the Master. 
They came, and his disciples rebuked those 
that brought them. And I know that Jesus 
was very angry with his disciples, and said, 
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*' Suffer the little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not." And I am sure that 
if you come and offer your petition, he will 
neither cast you out himself, nor suffer any- 
body else to do it. He waits to be gracious. 
It is his whole work, as our Saviour, to give 
free pardon to all little children who ask it 
He delighteth in mercy, A child loves play. 
You never weary running about on the green 
grass, chasing the bright butterflies, pulling 
the daisies, and twisting the fair young flowers 
into wreaths and garlanda You never give 
it up till you are quite tired in body, or are 
called home by your mother. You delight in 
play. If your body never grew tired, and if 
there were no hinderance, you would play for 
ever. The Lord Jesus delighteth in mercy. 
He never wearies of it. His arm never tirea 
He has all power. And his joy is fullest 
when old people and young come to him for 
pardon. All day long he gives pardon after 
pardon with a glad heart and a beaming coun- 
tenance, because he delighteth in mercy. 

The first thing you must look to Jesus for, 
and to nobody else, is pa/rdon. He will 
pardon all your sins if you look to him for it 
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His death is fuU puniBhment for all your sins, 
and he can and wiU give you a full, free, and 
final pardon. Whenever you are troubled 
about your sins, look to the blood of Jesus. 
Think that there is a sufficient pardon there for 
the blackest guilt. His precious blood was 
shed, his life was taken for sin; and you have 
only to look to him, and wait, in fuU confi- 
dence that all your sins are now freely pardoned. 
The second thing that you must look to 
Jesus for is rigkteouanesa. You have neither 
be^i nor done all that God commanded you. 
You have never obeyed his holy law. And 
you have no righteousness of your own. You 
do not like to come into your Father's pre- 
sence when you have disobeyed him. You 
need righteousness, and can never stand before 
God without it. You get it by looking to 
Jesus for it. He obeyed all the law, always, 
and with his whole heart, for you. That 
righteous obedience of his was unto death, 
and it is quite perfect It has neither spot, 
nor wrinkle, nor any such thing. It is fidr, 
and very fidr. So whenever the devil teUs 
you that you are very bad, and have never 
obeyed the law of God as you ought to have 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



LOOK, Ain> UVB. 217 

done; tell him that Jesus is very good^ that he 
obeyed the whole law of Clod for you, — that he 
died for you. He can find no fa^ult with this 
man at all God is ever well pleased with you 
for his righteousness* sake. You are not only 
accepted, but very acceptable, in the Beloved. 
The third thing that you must constantly 
look to Jesus for, is grcice. You will never 
he good, or do good^ till Jesus puts his grace 
within you, and makes you gracious. You 
wiQ never ^ther love his law or strive ear- 
nestly to keep it, till he puts his grace within 
you. But if you look to him for it, and con- 
tinue to expect it at his hands, he will give it 
to you. He is fiill of grace and truth, and 
loves to give it out. It is his delight to 
beautify a little child with his grace. This 
grace will make you both loving and lovely. 
It wiU make you holy, and gentle, and meek, 
like one of the lambs of the flock of Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd. Jesus loves to give grace to 
old people ; but I think he loves still more to 
give it to a little child A child needs it so 
much, — a child is so feeble and weak, that 
He that is mighty to save loves to take the ten- 
der lamb in his arms, and press it to his bosom. 
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and nurse it gently, as a mother folds her child 
to her heart in a warm and loving embrace. 

The fourth thing you must look to Jesus 
for, is ths gift of his Hdy Spirit. He will 
pray the Father for you, and the Father will 
send forth the Spirit of his Son into your 
heart. There can be no doubt of this. We 
have a very sweet argument of the Lord Jesus 
to prove this very thing. Look at this text 
" K ye, then, being evil, know hdw to give 
good gifts unto your children, how much more 
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him ?" What do you 
think of that "much more?" The Lord is 
arguing with his hearers. And he says to 
them, You give good gifts to your children. 
Every child who has a good father knows 
this. His fitther is ever ready to give him 
bread when he is hungry. His father works 
hard, hard, all the day, that he nmy have 
plenty of food, and clothing, and all other 
good things for his child, whenever he asks 
for them. A father cannot bear the hungry 
cry of his child if he has no bread to give him. 
Now, the Lord argues and says, If ye, then, 
being evil, know how to do this, how much 
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more shall your heavenly Father, who is not 
evil, but good, all good, and only good, — ^how 
much more shall this good, kind, loving 
Father, which is in heaven, give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him ? Now, you 
cannot fidl to see the force of that. There is 
no answer that can be given to that argu- 
ment You must seek, then, and ye shall find. 
Your Father, up there in the heavens, will give 
you the Holy Spirit if only you ask him. This 
Spirit will take up his abode in your heart; he 
will take of the things which are Christ's, and 
will show them to your soul ; he will lead you 
into all truth, and guide your heart in the way. 
And there is one thing more which you 
should be told. You must not only look, but 
keep looking to Jesus for all these, and all 
other blessings. You must look to him till 
you get them, and afber you have got them 
you must still look for more. There is no 
end of your needs, and there is no end of his 
richer. You are infinitely empty, and he is 
infinitely full. So you must ever bring your 
emptiness to his fulness. The apostle, writing 
to the Hebrews, is comparing their Christian 
life to a race, and them to the runners. And 
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he tells them how to run. He bids them 
run, "looking unto Jesua" That is the place 
on -which to have the eyes constantly set. He 
who so runs is sure to win the prize; for as long 
as he so runs the prize is already won for him. 
And then, finally, do not look to Jesus in 
idleness. Put forth all your strength, and 
work with all your might as you look. Look 
and run. Set your face like a flint against 
every sin. Try to hate it; and you must also 
flee from it. Do not neglect any duty. Keep 
out of the way of temptation. Bead your 
Bible as often as you can find a good oppor- 
tunity ; and still look, and look. You have 
heard the story of the old African chief, have 
you not ? I wiU tell it you here again lest 
you have not. This African chief was con- 
verted through the gospel preached by the 
missionaries. In his old age he learned to read. 
By great and long continued effort he had got 
to be able to read his Bibla One day he was 
observed seated beneath a palm-tree, and ever 
as he read the book which lay on his knees, he 
stopped and looked up for a few moments, and 
then read on again. The missionary, who ob- 
served him, asked him why he looked up so ? 
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"Massa," said the old chief, "whenme look down 
on the book and read, then God talk to me ; 
and when me stop and look up, me talk to 
God." Read your Bible in this way ; look down 
and look up. And do not cease to pray ; do 
not miss any good opportunity of pra3mig. And 
if you continue to work and to look thus, you 
are as sure of heaven, and all its joy and glory, 
as if you were already in full possession of it. 
I have said "finally" already; but, you 
know, often after people have finished a letter, 
they remember something which they stiU 
wish to say, and they put it after their name, 
and call it a postscript. What I have to add 
is a kind of postscript Whenever you get 
into any difficulty which you cannot remove, 
look up, look unto Jesus for the removal of it. 
But go also to your mother; tell her about it^ 
and ask the meaning of it. If she cannot ex- 
plain your difficulty, then go to your teacher; 
and if your teacher cannot, go to your minister. 
Doubts and difficulties are bad things to keep. 
If you cannot thus get rid of them, then cast 
them away by remembering this blessed say- 
ing of our Lord Jesus, " What thou knowest 
not now, thou shalt know hereafter." 
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Now, I have some things to say to those 
childien who have fbwnd Christy and fownd 
i/n him peouseamdreetvmto their atyids. There 
are many such children in this our day. In 
Scotland, in Ireland, in America, and in our 
own country here, there are many children who 
have heard the caU, and have come to Jesus. 
To them I have a few things to say. And I do 
not know a text in all the Bible which I 
would sooner select than the one on which I 
have been writing, from which to address you. 

Do you say, " I have already looked to 
Jesus?" I say, bless God for that; blessed 
for ever be his holy name for that: but 
though you have looked, you must still con- 
tinue to look; you must look unto the veiy 
last; you must look, sick or well, joyful or 
sad. You must look all the days of your life ; 
and when you come to die you must look still, 
— ^look till your eye dims, darkens, fixes, glazes, 
stiffens in death. You know the beautiful hymn, 
** Bock of Ages?'' This is the last verse of it : — - 

•* While I dnw this fleetiiig brwtTu 
When mine eyelids doee In deatli ; 
When I rise to woridt nnknown, 
flee thee on thj Judgment throne ; 
Rock of Ages deft Ibr me, 
Let me hide myeelf In thee ! ** 
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There are a great many young people who 
begin by looking to Jesus, and end by looking 
to themselvea You must take great care to 
avoid this pitfall. Do as the apostle bids us, 
— Hold fast the beginning of your confidence, 
steadfast unto the end. As you begin, so you 
end. Jesus is the author and the finisher of 
our MtL He is the Alpha, that is, the first 
letter of it; and the Omega, that is, the last 
letter of it; and he is all the letters between. 
There is no word in the whole language of the 
Christian which you cannot speU out of the 
letters that go to make up the name of Jesus. 
It is not, believe to-day, and then give your- 
self no trouble about it to-morrow. That 
would be, to begin by faith, and end by unbe- 
lief Faith must be a habit of the heari You 
must learn to walk with an eye ever on Jesus. 

The second thing I have to say to you is 
this. Beware of falling bade. I fear this very 
much whenever I see a little child looking to 
Jesus and trusting in Jesus. The devil re- 
doubles his efforts to drag that child back into 
his dutchea He does not trouble those who 
are out of Christ much. They are safe in his 
grasp, and he simply rocks them to sleep, and 
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tries every trick to keep them at peace. But 
he will put forth every eflTort aud every wile 
to entrap you again. Yofwr adversary, the 
devil, as a roaring lion goeth about He wiU 
soon set eyes on you. And when he sees you 
clothed and sitting at the feet of Jesus, he will 
try to get you back within his clutchea He 
will tempt you; he will put doubts and fears 
into your mind; he will harass you in every 
way, and seek to make you commit a little 
sin,' only this once, tiU he gets his &ngs 
£EU9tened on you once more. You must resist 
him. Even a little child can easily baffle this 
roaring lion. You have only to resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you. Quote Scripture 
against him. And for this purpose have some 
texts always ready. When a soldier goes out 
to battle he has his cartridges all ready. David 
says, " Thy word have I hid in my heart, that 
I might not sin against thee.'' He means that 
he had it always at hand. When he saw a text, 
as he was reading his Bible, that would suit a 
certain time, he laid it up in his heart, and kept 
it ready there. This is what you must do also. 
And, third, that you may beware of fcJling 
back, you must keep all you have gat. You 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



LOOK, AND LIVE. 225 

must not yield so much as an inch that you 
have gained. If you have given up any sin, 
you must set yourself with all your heart 
against it still. Once you have got an enemy 
out of your heart, you must never let him in 
again. And all the duties you have begun to 
practise you must carry on and carry out 
You must never neglect your prayer, and 
praise, and your Bible. You must never ne- 
glect your time of meditation and prayer; and 
whatever other good thing you have begun to 
observe to do, hold it fast as for yoiur life. It 
is the first beginnings of neglect that are the 
most dangeroua Once you are dean, keep 
yourself dean. You know how it is with you 
when you are sent out to walk some fine day, 
with all your garments clean, and freshly put 
on. You walk very carefully a long time. 
You avoid this spot and that, lest you should 
get a stain on your clothes. But by-and-by 
your garments get crumpled, — ^there is a speck 
here and a spot there ; then you sit down on 
the grass, you roll over and over; at last you 
cease to think of your fine clothes at all, and 
go home with them all tossed and tumbled. 
It is the first sins that you must avoid. They 
p 
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contain all the rest in them, and carry them 
in along with themselves, jnst as a seed con- 
tains the future tree. You must strive against 
them, and pray against them, and seek the aid 
of God*s Holy Spirit against them. And ever 
look to Jesus, and be saved from them. It is 
this sight that turns the heart into the right 
direction. When the world tempts you on 
this side, — ^when it shows itself in fair and 
fascinating forms, and you begin to fed your 
heart drawn towards it, — then turn your eye 
on Jesus. Think of his bloody sweat in the 
garden of Qethsemane; think of his dying 
agony on the cross, — of his crushed heart and 
bowed head; think of his death. Jesus died 
for sin, — ^that sin which looks so beautiful is 
the hideous thing that killed the Lord of 
glory. Think where Jesus is now; think of 
his glorious home in the heavens, — of our 
Father's house, where there entereth nothing 
that defileth. And here is a nice short prayer 
for you, .which I greatly love, as a famous 
remedy against this sort of temptation: — 



** Turn thoQ away my sight and eyes 
From viewing vanity, 
And in thy good and holy vay 
Be pleased to quicken me." 
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For a fourth tMng, pride, api/ritual pride, 
is a sin that you must watch cmd pray against. 
Sin will seek to get back into your heart in 
all ways, tinder aU forms. The heart is de- 
ceitful above all things, — ^so is sin; and when 
the deceitful heart and deceitful sin combine, 
they are very strong. A little child, imder 
these circumstances, can but look to Jesus; 
and he is the strong one, and able to save 
from all sin. But sin ofben comes in and 
takes possession of us in such a way that we 
do not know that it is sin. And pride is one 
of these ways. We begin to be better than 
we were; then we notice that we are a good 
deal better than many of our neighbours in a 
good many ways; and then we get proud. 
We get proud, and forget God. We say, 
Stand by thyself, come not near to me ; for 1 
am holier than thou. The sin of pride is 
very deceitful, and therefore very dangerous. 
Paul, in writing to Timothy of the qualities 
that go to make a good ministef of Jesus 
Christ, says that he must not be a " novice." 
In the margin of your Bible you find it writ- 
ten that he must not be one who is " newly 
come to the faith." The literal meaning of 
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the wordy is something which is newly planted 
or sown. And as applied to a man, it means 
"one who is newly converted." It, therefore, 
quite applies to you. And observe well the 
danger into which the apostle thinks it likely 
that such an one would ML He says of him, 
*'Lest, bevng lifted up v)iOi pride, he feJl into 
the snare of the devil" That is the danger 
ini^ which the apostle thinks it likely that a 
young convert would figJL The snare of the 
devil is set for him ; and pride is the way by 
which he gets into it and is caught The way 
to be sure of shuttiog out a sin, is by shutting 
in the opposite virtue. Now, the virtue that 
is the very opposite of pride is humility. 
You should, therefore, cultivate humility. 
That is a Christ-like grace. The Lord Jesus 
was meek and lowly in heart. He was at 
the very opposite side of prida And he bids 
us learn of him. Humility is beautiful in 
grown-up people; but it is still more beauti- 
fbl, because much more becoming, in a little 
child. Strive, therefore, to be humble, and 
then you will be like Jesus, and so will be 
safe. The lower down you come, the nearer 
you are to the Lord Jesus. 
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And, above all, in all straits trust to the 
Lord Jeavs. He is a friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother, and a brother lies very 
near and comes very dose. In all your joys 
go to him, and make sm'e that your joy is 
"joy in God." All joy that is joy in God is 
sound and safe. All joy that you caimot share 
with Jesus, that you cannot take in Jesus, is 
but a hasty blaze of crackling thorns, — ^the 
flame wiU speedily expire, and leave only 
bitter ashes behind. The best and truest test 
of all joy is. Can you have it in God and 
with God? If you can, then take it and en- 
joy it, and it wiU be a blessing to you. If 
you cannot, then let it go ; it will be bitter to 
you if you do not. Jesus Christ is of God 
made unto us wisdom. He is your sure 
counsellor in all straits. You can always 
trust to him on all points. He will never 
fidl you, never deceive you. He loves to be 
trusted. We aU love to be trusted. I met 
the other day in the street a little girl who 
had lost her way. She looked up in my face 
very trustingly, and said, "Please, sir, can 
you tell me the way to such a street?" nam- 
ing it. I said, " What if I were a thief, and 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



230 LOOK, AND LEVB. 

robbed you?" The little girl was not in the 
leaat a&aid, but looked up with a smUe^ and 
shook her little head, and said nothing. So 
I said, " Come along with me, and Iwill show 
you the way." The gentle girl puWier hand 
in mine, and we went along right lovingly 
together. After we had gone a Uttle way I 
tried to look cross, and said in as harsh a tone 
of voice as I could assume, " Do you know 
me?" The child only shook her head, still 
held my hand as fast as ever, and trudged 
confidently on by my side. I cannot tell you 
how proud I was of that young child's confi- 
dence; my heart was warm and glsbd, and I 
went all the way to the place where she was 
going, and bade her a hearty Godspeed and 
parted. Now, thought I, as I came away, I 
know how it is that Jesus says, " Suffer the 
little children to come imto me." I thought 
how happy I was while I was the guide of 
that sweet little child in a way tliat she knew 
not; and then I knew better how happy 
Jesus must be when a little child takes a hold 
of his loving hand, and leaves him to point 
out the way from the dark deeps of an eternal 
heU to the bright glories of his own dear 
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home in the heavens. Take a hold of the 
hand of Jesus, my dear child, and never let it 
go. HoM him fast, and you will need no 
instructions from me to teU j-ou how to escape 
all the sijares and traps of this world. He 
knows the way. He tells us that he himself 
is the way, and the truth, and the life. All 
other guides are ignorant of the way, saving 
only they whom he himself appoints. But, 
if you trust him, he will neither deceive you 
nor suffer you to be deceived. -He is the truth 
as well as the way. There is no deception in 
him. O Lord God of hosts, blessed is the 
man, and blessed, above all, is the little child 
who trusteth in thee. 

You will see that I have sometimes used the 
word believe, and sometimes trust, and some- 
times come, and sometinps the word of the text, 
lock. But they all mean the same thing. You 
have only to do to Jesus what that little girl did 
to me — lay hold of the hand he stretches forth 
to you. You have to lay hold first, and then 
to keep hold. And that is the same thing as 
saying. You have first to look ai, and then 
look unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith. There are many more words used in 
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the Bible» but they all have the same meaning 
as the text, — "Look unto me, and be ye saved." 

The looking is all that we have to do ; the 
saving is Christ's part. He is the Saviour, 
and we have only to look, and to keep look- 
ing, in order that we may be saved. All who 
look, live. There never was any that looked 
and were lost. When Moses lifted up the 
biazen serpent in the wilderness, all that were 
bitten of the fiery serpents, and whcAooked on 
the serpent of brass that Mosis had set up, 
lived. They were cured, and lived. This is all 
that we have to do. Even so is the Lord Jesus 
Christ lifted up, that whosoever looketh might 
not perish, but might have everlasting life. 

Do not interfere with the work of the Lord 
Jesus. Leave all the saving to .him. Do your 
own part. Look, and e^r keep on looking. And 
as the Lord thy Gk>d liveth, thou shalt live also. 
Thou shalt live and never die, and sing God's 
praises through all eternity. Amen, so let it be. 
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